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Radio Communications

Squadron Call Sign		VHF Repeaters
HF
27MHZ	VHF
			 (2Meg)
VMR ST PAULS
VMR THURSDAY ISLAND
VMR 422
22, 82
YES
YES
YES
VMR WEIPA
VMR 430		
YES
YES
YES
VMR AURUKUN
VMR 498				
YES
VMR Karumba	
VMR 490
80		
YES
YES
VMR Burketown					
YES
VMR Mornington Island	
VMR 457			
Yes	yES
VMR burdekin	
VMR 481
80	yes	yes	
YES
VMR bowen	
VMR 487
21	yes	yes	
YES
vmr whitsunday	
VMR 442
81, 82	yes	yes	
YES
vmr midge point	
VMR 458
81, 21			
YES
VMR Mackay	
VMR 448
80, 21	yes		
YES
VMR Gladstone	
VMR 446
82	yes		
YES
vmr round hill	
VMR 477
81, 82
YES
YES
YES
vmr bundaberg
VMR 488
22, 80, 81
YES		
YES
VMR Hervey Bay	
VMR 466
22		yes	
YES
VMR Bribie Island	
VMR 445
81, 21		yes	
YES
vmr BRISBANE	vMR 401
81, 21		yes	
YES
VMR Raby Bay	
VMR 455
81, 21, 82		yes	
YES
VMR North Stradbroke	
VMR 449
81	yes	yes	
YES
VMR Victoria Point	
VMR 441
81, 82		yes	
YES
VMR JACOBS WELL
VMR 450
82	yes	yes	
YES
VMR Southport	
VMR 400
82, 22	yes	yes	
YES
VMR Currumbin	
VMR 420
82	yes	yes	
YES

Affiliated SQUADRONS

VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE ST PAULS
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE THURSDAY ISLAND
volunteer marine rescue weipa
volunteer marine rescue aurukun
volunteer marine rescue karumba
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Burketown
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Mornington Is	
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE burdekin
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Bowen
Volunteer marine rescue Whitsunday
volunteer marine rescue midge pt.
VOLUNTEER MARINE Rescue Mackay
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Gladstone
volunteer marine rescue round hill
volunteer marine rescue bundaberg
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Hervey Bay
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Bribie Island
volunteer marine RESCUE BRISBANE
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Raby Bay
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE nth Stradbroke
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Victoria Point
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE jacobs well
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Southport
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE Currumbin

Moa Island
C/- Thursday Is.
PO Box 1018
Thursday Is. 4875
PO Box 580
Weipa 4874
C/- Shire Council
Aurukun 4871
PO Box 163
Karumba 4891
PO Box 68	Burketown 4830
PO Box 1854	Gununa 4871
PO Box 167
Ayr 4807
PO Box 130	Bowen 4805
PO Box 298
Cannonvale 4802
PO Box 624
Midge Point 4799
PO Box 235
Mackay 4740
PO Box 797	Gladstone 4680
PO Box 282
Agnes Water 4677
PO Box 566	Bundaberg 4670
PO Box 120
Urangan 4655
PO Box 85	Bribie Island 4507
PO Box 201
Sandgate 4017
PO Box 87
Cleveland 4163
PO Box 28
Dunwich 4183
PO Box 3276
Victoria Point West 4165
PO Box 279	Beenleigh 4207
PO Box 866
Southport 4215
PO Box 99
Currumbin 4223

0428 713 073
0477 040 440
(07) 4069 7535
(07) 4060 6120
(07) 4745 9999
(07) 4745 5101
(07) 4745 7336
(07) 4783 1014
(07) 4786 1950
(07) 4946 7207
0408 946 940
(07) 4955 5448
(07) 4972 3333
(07) 4974 9383
(07) 4159 4349
(07) 4128 9666
(07) 3408 7596
(07) 3269 8888
(07) 3821 2244
(07) 3409 9338
(07) 3207 8717
(07) 5546 1100
(07) 5532 3417
(07) 5534 1000

president’s report

from the

PRESIDENT’S Chair
A

s I write this column the outcome of the
Queensland election is still not clear and this
we continue to live in ‘interesting times’. During
the lead-up to the election considerable effort by
some of our councillors significantly raised the profile
of Volunteer Marine Rescue with candidates across
the parties, to the extent that significant ‘if elected’
promises of improved funding were extracted. Major
issues discussed included:
• I ndustrial Special Risk (ISR) premiums for our
buildings has increased by ~30% this year. Increase
in Service agreement funding to cover ongoing cost
of premiums is required
•A
 s a result of TC Debbie the excess for ISR claims
associated with named climatic events will now
be $100,000, instead of $1,000. With potential for

multiple events this would shut us down at state
level. Some form of indemnity is required
•U
 sual allocation from the state government for
new vessels is $10,000 per year to a maximum
of $120,000. New vessels cost in the range of
$600,000 to $1million
•S
 ome of our smaller communities such as at Round
Hill and in the Gulf and Torres Straits have limited
or no ability to fund raise from the community, so
funding vessel replacement is a major concern
•O
 ur volunteers have to purchase uniforms to
maintain a profession public image and fund travel
to activations and training
•O
 ur training program is recognised as nationally
innovative, but is run on a shoe string budget. The

I N N OVAT I O N, E VO LU T I O N, A LL-R O U N D EN T ERTA I N ER .
The Integrity Motor Yachts 440 Sedan proudly showcases our commitment
to innovation in all we do, the evolution of a tried and tested motor yacht
style with the safety and comfort of all round access. A huge 14’2 beam
offers exceptional stability, wide walk around side decks and high hand rails
ensure safe passage in all conditions and step on-step off access means
simple and easy berthing. The spacious cockpit with full wrap around

seating and table creates an entertainers delight, with immediate access
to a fully appointed aft galley and luxurious saloon layout. Below decks the
innovation abounds with 2 full queen size master cabins and a separate
spacious toilet and shower compartment. Capable of sleeping 8 in comfort,
the 440 Sedan is equally at home as a luxury weekender or stylish long
range cruising motor yacht. Visit www.integrityboats.com.au

F Arm Sanctuary Cove Marina. Phone 1300 798 735 or Phone Peter Pembroke 0411 965 847 or peter@integrityboats.com.au
320 EXPRESS

340 SEDAN

380 SEDAN

380 FLYBRIDGE

440 SEDAN

440 FLYBRIDGE

490 GRANDSEDAN

490 SEDAN

530 GRANDSEDAN
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president’s report
same applies to the increasing
demand for compliance
reporting and thus need for more
administration support
•T
 here are 25 Marine Rescue and 23
Australian Volunteer Coast Guard
units throughout Queensland.
As the election is now behind us all
marine rescue members should take
the opportunity to keep the above
issues in front of their local members
so that we have fertile ground in
which to negotiate an improved
funding model.
On a positive note – You will by
now have received advice from our
Weipa President and Tom Hudson in front of the Weipa shed.
General Manager the Executive has
approved the 2017-18 increase in
ISR premiums to be covered by MRQ
4. T he unit will have documented financial viability
from a carryover of funds allocated to our Insurance
and community support.
Pool from 2016-17. This reflects the good risk
Items 1, 2 and 3 are in the hands of Peter Jeffrey and
management our squadrons had in place, even with
his negotiations with AVCG. The management team
the impact of TC Debbie.
at Port Douglas appear a well-qualified and dynamic
group.
The refurbishment of the St Paul’s NIAD is nearing
completion in a project coordinated by our VP, Glenn
Norris. Well done people. The next step in what to do
with the NIAD and consideration of a more suitable
replacement vessel will be negotiated with folk from
the St Paul’s in the very near future.

We meet with some of the guys at Aurukun.

However such bailouts are not sustainable, as is the
impact of the new $100,000 excess on ISR claims
associated with named climatic events.
Progress within QFES for the potential transition
of QF10 at Port Douglas to MRQ has slowed due
the current election. However QFES’s Assistant
Commissioner Peter Jeffrey is keen to expedite the
process after the election. We have maintained our
position as per the Service Agreement. The key
elements for a transition to MRQ are:
1. T
 here must be no competitive blue water marine
rescue activity in the area;
2. The transition would occur with vessels;
3. T
 he transition would occur with base resources and
relevant flotilla funds;

While on the Gulf – Tom Hudson and I visited Aurukun
and Weipa in September to meet local members,
inspect facilities and assist with training issues.
While at Aurukun we arranged MRQ membership
for local crews, facilitated access to training
materials and noted the vessel was in excellent
condition as a result of under-cover storage. The
recently completed shed at Weipa is still a work in
progress with plans to incorporate an air-conditioned
mezzanine floor with training rooms.
At this stage it looks like the hard work of Dave
Paylor, his IT helpers and the Training Team is about
to mature with a projected release of Portal 2 in
December. This will coincide with the launch of the
new website.
To finish on a very positive note I am extremely proud
of the professional and committed actions of several
of our squadrons in recent difficult SAR activations.
• I n August the Burketown lads successfully
located and saved the life of a fisherman who
had abandoned his swamped 6m vessel in the
southern Gulf. The SAR included activation of the
AMSA Challenger aircraft from Melbourne. However
our lads found the lucky fisherman at the given
coordinates. Fortunately the munchies were on a go
slow.

president’s report
The Aurukun vessel.

in November (also in bad conditions) resulted in
the safe recovery of three sailors. This rescue took
place with minimal coordination by SAR authorities.

•R
 ound Hill spent several days in atrocious
conditions over several days in October in the
search for six men missing when the trawler Diane
sank just off Round Hill. Round Hill Rescue was
damaged in the activation and VMR Gladstone also
provided vessel and crew support.

Let’s continue the great work and work together for a
more sustainable future for MRQ.

•V
 MR Bribie’s rapid response to a night time
MAYDAY from a sinking yacht east of Moreton Island

Graham Kingston
President VMRAQ
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Vice President report

T

The VP’s
WATCH

he last quarter has been exceptionally busy
for me. Once again I have been able to travel
around and meet some of the wonderful
volunteers that make up the Marine Rescue family in
Qld. I have been to numerous squadrons, and one
thing I admire is the passion for their cause, amongst
the members. The extremely hard work done by
some members in meeting with sitting politicians and
potential candidates in the November State Election,
in making a huge effort to source more funding for
the organisation, to those who spent 14 straight
days searching for missing fisherman, your efforts
are worth everything, and are greatly appreciated.
Letting Governments and the boating public know
what Volunteer Marine Rescue squadrons in Qld really
does, and the financial challenges in providing our
services is a number one priority at the moment.
Many boat owners think we are just a government
funded group who drive nice boats. What they
don't realise is that we do in excess of 2500 rescue
activations every year, returning more than 10,000
people to safety, whilst providing 150,000 unpaid
hours, using 250,000 litres of fuel. We need better
than nice boats to do that. The Qld Government
provides some funding for our operation, however,
around 90% of the money required is contributed
by the hard working efforts of our members, in an
environment that is now so competitive that those
who don't make the cut, miss out completely. Whilst
the Government realises our value in assisting
Organisations like the Qld Water Police and the Qld

• Café Breakfast & Lunch
• A la Carte Dinner
Tues-Sat from 5pm

• Fully Licensed

Ambulance Service we need to keep up the ante for
them to give us greater support to maintain that level
of assistance in everything we do.
Across the state there have been some very noteable
activations undertaken. The heroic rescue by the
Jacobs Well squadron of two fisherman by whose
vessel overturned on the Jumpinpin Bar made front
page headlines. Some may call the result freaky,
but in fact it was skill. Skill learnt through countless
hours of training and decades of experience. The
absolute tragedy of the capsize and sinking of
the fishing trawler east of Round Hill was another
massive activation undertaken by the Round Hill and
Gladstone squadrons. Some of the members who
assisted in the resultant search for this vessel and
its occupants gave up days and days of paid work in
their own employment to be a part of this activation.
Others gave up everything they had planned just
to be a part of this, and to show the public and the
families of the missing, how dedicated they were to
Marine Rescue in Qld. The highly publicised rescue of
four sailors on a yacht that sank in the northern area
of Moreton Bay by the Bribie Island squadron was
another. The rescue crew were on a training exercise,
and just happened to be quite close to the incident
when the MAYDAY call was received. Once again
tragedy was averted because of a quick response.
The sea conditions were far from perfect, and the
result could have been far far worse. When talking to
any of the people involved in these rescues of how it
all went, you get the same answer, “We did what we

vice president report
had to do”. This is what makes our organisation what
it is.
Every day, a rescue occurs somewhere in the state,
and we should be very proud of our volunteers and
how they go about their work.
I am very pleased to report that we now have a
Reciprocal Rights arrangement working in the Central
Zone of Qld. The four squadrons in this zone, VMR's
Hervey Bay, Bundaberg, Round Hill, and Gladstone
have all agreed to offer each others members a
discounted rate for marine assistance. We are now
working to further piece this arrangement together
with the Moreton Bay and Southern Zone squadrons,
who already have this arrangement in place, and we
also aren't too far away from having the squadrons
in the north participating as well. What does this all
mean? A vessel owner who signs up as a member
to any VMR squadron, and is assisted outside of
that squadrons operational area is afforded free or
discounted assistance by another VMR squadron, for
non emergency activations, between the Qld / NSW
border in the south, through to the Burdekin in the
north.
You might think this all sounds easy and should be
standard anyway, however, the diversity of the state,
the distances some squadrons need to travel to
undertake requests for assistance, the scale of some
of these requests for assistance, and the times taken
to perform these assists all make it very difficult to
have a one size fits all approach.
The bottom line is, the more potential coverage one
receives, the greater the value of the membership,
and ultimately the more more people who will join
VMR squadrons, hence increasing operational
revenue for these squadrons. Call it a very beneficial
insurance if you like.
Furthermore, the Southern and Moreton Bay Zones
have agreement in principle to work together with the
Australian Volunteer Coastguard to extend reciprocal
rights coverage with their flotillas in this area. We are
hoping for this to be in effect from January 1, 2018.
As the Christmas / New Year silly season approaches,
I ask you to look very carefully at how and what you
plan to do on the water over this period. Have you
prepared your vessel? Do you have the required
equipment on board? Is this equipment in good
condition, and will it operate correctly if required? Do
you have a backup plan if something goes wrong with
your vessel?
Whilst VMR squadrons are gearing up for a busy
period, we don't want to meet you by accident, nor
do we want to meet you for a reason that could have
been avoided by simply taking a little extra care.
Don't forget to tell someone where you are going
and when you expect to be back. Stay safe on the
water. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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raby bay
GENERAL BASE UPDATE

The spring season has brought the usual warmer but
also wetter and windier weather, which meant the
base kept busy as usual.
The Spring quarter saw 143 activations, resulting
in 141 people being returned to safety across
59 medivacs, 26 breakdowns in addition to 15
activations for SARs, flare sightings and groundings.
43 training runs were also completed

Cr Peter Mitchell, Rainer Waldmann and Bill Bennett.

DREDGING UPDATE
The $2.1m dredging project in Raby Bay is finally
complete. It was implemented in joint agreement
between Department of Main Roads and Redland City
Council.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
The unit had the annual Christmas Party in November
at the base. It was a joyous event with excellent food
and entertainment and provided a good opportunity
for everybody to catch up on what had happened
during the year.

Raby Bay dredging project is complete.

VMR Raby Bay Christmas party.

It is the first dredging since the 1980’s and will help
access to the public boat ramps and resolve the
long running problems of larger VMR vessels almost
touching the bottom at low tide.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held in September
2017 with only one change to the management
committee. The proceedings were kindly overseen by
Councilor Peter Mitchell.
Rainer Waldmann was presented with the Volunteer
of the Year Award and Commodore Bill Bennett was
awarded Life Membership, both in recognition of their
contribution to VMR.

The dredging has improved access for VMR vessels.

raby bay
GRANTS
VMR Raby Bay was fortunate to be awarded two
grants this quarter, i.e. $8,000 from the Andrew
Lamming (MP) led ‘Shark Tank’ initiative and another
$10,000 from the CYCA, i.e. the Cruising Yacht Club
of Australia.
Both donations are for engine replacements for RBII
and RBIII, with the next upgrade hopefully being
in time for when the new Suzuki 350hp become
commercially available in Australia.

VESSELS and
FACILITIES UPDATE

Andrew Lamming (MP) and
Bill Bennett (Commodore).

The new RBV has arrived,
a 4.5m RIB to be used
for shallow water work.
It is fitted with a jockey
seat and a 60hp four
stroke Suzuki and was
largely funded by a $35k
grant received from the
Community Gambling
Benefit Fund.

The unit is also eagerly awaiting the arrival of the
new RBIV vessel, a 7.5m RIB under order from
Woody’s Marine at Tingalpa scheduled for delivery in
December-January.

The new RB5 has arrived.

The new RBIV to be delivered during December/January.

The two month refurbishment project of VMR St.
Pauls’ (Torres Strait) rescue vessel is almost complete
with sea-trials scheduled for early December. It was
an undertaking facilitated by VMRAQ, with VMR Raby
Bay providing facilities and members to assist with
the project.

The St Paul’s boat handled by ropes during engine repairs.

After long deliberations,
a 10 KW solar power
system has been
installed on the roof
of the refurbished
building. It will assist
Raby Bay with significant
electricity cost savings
as well as reducing the
environmental footprint
of the unit.

A new 10kW solar power
system installed (stock photo).

Project3_Layout 1 21/02/13 2:26 PM Page 1
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raby bay
TRAINING
SARMC Course
VMR Raby Bay hosted the two weeks full time Search
& Rescue (SAR) course run by Qld Police Service in
September.

course, identifying local tidal and weather effects and
overall passage planning, including course speed
and time of arrival.
The main conductor for the evening was VMR’s
Graeme Rogers, who happens to be a former Royal
Australian Navy Commander, who for 30 years
commanded minor and major vessels around the
world.

Raby Bay hosted the two week SARMC course.

Twenty representatives from VMR, Coastguard
and SES were trained up to SARMC level (Search
& Rescue Mission Controller), which means these
groups are better equipped to assist the police in
SAR situations.
Twenty five Naval Cadets from the TS Norfolk Naval
Cadet unit (Wellington Point) visited VMR Raby for a
three hour session on maritime Navigation conducted
by VMR on September 15.
There is an ongoing relationship between VMR Raby
Bay and the Naval Cadets, where the cadets are
invited along for various events, to help broaden their
experience.

VMR’s Graeme Rogers pointing out constellations.

Redlands Emergency Services Cadets
The other training event involved the Emergency
Services Cadets from Redlands, who spent a day
at Raby Bay to learn a number of important aspects
associated with the risks at sea and associated
survival techniques.

Emergency Services Cadets and VMR reps at the event.

The training involved various scenarios that can
unfold at sea, including the opportunity test various
rescue equipment, flares, boat rides, etc.
SAR Course

TS Norfolk Naval Cadets learning navigation at Raby Bay.

The focus of the evening was to teach the 25 cadets
basic and practical navigation, which included theory,
chart work, the maritime symbols on charts, latitude
and longitude, etc. The cadets were also given a
practical exercise to navigate from Cleveland Point to
North Stradbroke Island, which included mapping the

A SAREX was conducted so that upcoming skippers
could be assessed as OSC. Interestingly, the exercise
was interrupted with a ‘no duff’ situation where a
person was reported in the water clinging to an
overturned dinghy off Ormiston mud flats – who was
ultimately recovered.
Other Training
•T
 he practical component of the mandatory
Shipboard Safety Skillset was held during
October, with VMR members from Raby Bay, North
Stradbroke, Southport and Victoria Point attending

raby bay
ACTIVATIONS and EVENTS
As usual, Raby Bay dispatched two boats to patrol
the Brisbane Riverfire event in September. The event
went well, with only minor support being required to
vessels. As always, being on the water in a central
location, the VMR crews are guaranteed the best view
of all – and it was spectacular, as usual.

Cliff Mattfin explains engine basics to the cadets.

•A
 ll VMR Raby Bay skippers have now been inducted
to the recently completed practical training area,
thereby enabling them to sign off on task books on
training components that involves equipment and
machinery located in the training area
•E
 ncouragingly, we are finding our new facilities
increasingly being used by the local community,
including Point Lookout SLSC who completed
their Bronze Medallion, First Aid and Rescue Boat
training at our facilities. Other users include boat
licensing groups, the Dragon Boat Club, Rate
Payers Association and other VMR units.

VMR Raby Bay on Riverfire patrol.
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raby bay

Joint VMR Raby Bay and North Stradbroke tow training.
7m half cabin. high and dry, waiting for help.

During a visit by VMR North Stradbroke an
opportunity was identified to do some tow training
between the two groups. North Stradbroke 1 obliged
by having a sudden ‘unexplainable’ lack of propulsion
just outside the North Cardinal. Playing the part of
inexperienced boaters, they were ‘grateful’ when RBIII
came out and brought them safely onto our pontoon.
We are hoping for more inter-group training in the
future.

2 9 - 4 - s a ni - l oo

Ready for a wet rip across to North Stradbroke.

-

1

2 0 1

info@sani-loo.com.au
Complies with Grade C discharge requirements
Private and Commercial Vessels
The cost of a Sani-Loo ® is cheaper than the fine!

For a shallow jump-start job at Deanbilla Bay, which
RBII was deemed too big to access, a decision was
to made to send two crew members in an inflatable
RIB, to try out a new 9.9hp Mercury outboard. The
longish trip from Raby Bay to Deanbilla Bay occurred
on a windy and wet day, which provided an excellent
4 training
- 0 6 opportunity
- 2 6 T 1for0 them.
: 3 2 : 4 4 + 1 0 : 0 0
Another job involved RBII dragging off a grounded
7m half cab from the banks South of Coochiemudlo
Island. Whilst a heavy boat, the attempt to get it
waterborne again, was ultimately successful.

midge point

T

he squad is proud to announce the recent
acquisition of a tow vehicle and a new boat
trailer. Cyclone Debbie and the subsequent
destruction of Laguna Quays Marina resulted in the
squad not being able to berth Midge Point Rescue in
the marina. Laguna Quays management granted the
squad permission to use the privately-owned boat
ramp, however, the dilemma was how to get a 9m
vessel from the boat shed at Midge Point to the boat
ramp, a distance of 12kms. We would have to rely on
the use of volunteer’s farm trucks or tractors to tow
the old trailer. This was a time-consuming activity and
in the event of a marine emergency this was not a
viable option.

VMR Midge Point new tow vehicle with Midge Point Rescue.

After exhausting various avenues to get funding
for a suitable tow vehicle, all to no avail, a letter
was written to the Minister for Emergency Services,
Hon Mark Ryan MP, outlining our plight. Bronwyn
Taha, ALP candidate for Whitsunday ensured out
letter got onto the Ministers desk and as a result,
a decommissioned Rural Fire Brigade truck was
transferred to the squad.

At the recent state election, the squad was asked
to hold a sausage sizzle at Bloomsbury Primary
School, which was a polling booth for the Whitsunday
electorate. The day was a success with many
donations received, interest in new memberships and
lots of sausages sold. It was a family day with our
members bringing their children and grandchildren.
A big thank you to our volunteers for generously
giving up their Saturday.
The squad has raised their profile in the region and
is continuing to grow. The support that the squad
receives from the local community is second to none.

Mal McLean, Sharon McLean, Grant Brown, Bronwyn Taha, Gary
Considine, Robert Murolo, Keith Lade and Lance Greenwood at
the certificate of appreciation presentation.

At the recent November meeting, squad President
Gary Considine, presented Bronwyn Taha with
a certificate of appreciation for her invaluable
assistance in the procurement of the tow vehicle.
The squad would like to thank Bronwyn, Minister
Mark Ryan, who took a personal interest in ensuring
that the transfer was finalised, Robert Walker QFES,
for making it all happen, Keith Williams and Robert
Brock VMRAQ for their assistance in completing the
paperwork from a state level.
After having some minor general and electrical work
completed, the truck is now in service. The squad is
now fundraising to have the truck painted in the VMR
colours.

Lance Greenwood, Bronwyn Taha and Grant Brown.

The new trailer was purchased from Dunbier Trailers
in Brisbane after receiving a $24K grant through the
Community Benefit Fund. The squad would like to
thank Glen Norris for writing the grant application.
After a few modifications to suit Midge Point Rescue,
the trailer is now in service.
With the addition of the tow vehicle and trailer, the
squad is now able to launch from any boat ramp
within the operational area and to also travel to assist
neighboring squads when required. It also provides
the crews with a faster response time to activate in an
emergency.

Voting date sausage sizzle.
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safety corner

LIFEJACKETS
by Sharon McLean
A ‘Life jacket’ is a personal floatation device, (abbreviated as PFD).
Life jackets are also known around the world as life preserver, life
belt, Mae West, life vest, life saver, cork jacket, buoyancy aid or
flotation suit. They are a vital piece of safety equipment that saves
lives and should be put on as part of the pre-trip preparation. It is a
lot harder to put a lifejacket on in the water during an emergency. A
life jacket can only save your life if you are wearing it.

T

he most primitive life jackets can be trace back
to inflated bladders or animal skins or hollow
sealed gourds, for support when crossing deep
streams and rivers. Norwegian seamen used purpose
designed buoyant safety devices consisting of simple
blocks of wood or cork.

In 1804 a cork life jacket was available to purchase.
In the Sporting Magazine October edition 1804, it was
called the Mallison’s Seaman’s Friend.
Personal flotation devices were not part of the
equipment issued to naval sailors until the early 19th
Century. It was not until lifesaving services were
formed that the personal safety of boat crews heading
out in pulling boats in generally horrific sea conditions
was addressed. The modern life jacket is generally
credited to Captain Ward, a Royal Nation Lifeboat
Institution inspector from the United Kingdom, who
created a cork vest in 1854 to be work by lifeboat
crews for both weather protection and buoyancy.
In 1900, French electrical engineer, Gustave Trove,
patented a battery powered wearable lifejacket. It
incorporated small, rubber insulated maritime electric
batteries not only to inflate the jacket, but also to
power light to transmit and receive SOS messages
and to launch a distress flare.
The rigid cork material eventually came to be
supplanted by pouches containing watertight cells
filled with kapok which is a vegetable material. These
soft cells were much more flexible and comfortable
to wear compared with devises using hard pieces
of cork. Kapok buoyancy was used in many navies
fighting in World War II. Foam eventually replaced
kapok for inherently buoyant flotation.

A typical ‘Cork Jacket’ from 1887.

The University of Victoria pioneered research
and development of the UVic Thermo Float PFD,
which provides superior protection from immersion
hypothermia by incorporating a neoprene rubber
‘diaper’ that seals the user’s upper thigh and
groin region from contact with cold, flushing and
debilitating water.
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During World War II, research to improve the design
of the life jackets was also conducted in the UK by
Edgar Pask OBE, the first Professor of Anesthesia
at Newcastle University. His research involved selfadministered anesthesia as a means of simulating
unconsciousness in freezing sea water. Pask’s work
earned him the OBE the description of “The bravest
man in RAF never to have flown an areophane.”.

Open waters
Level 100, level 150 or level 275 for lifejackets made
to the Australian Standard AS 4758.
You can wear this type of lifejacket in smooth and
partially smooth waters as well.

The Mae West was a common nickname for the
inflatable life preserver, which was invented in 1928
by Peter Markus, with subsequent improvements in
1930 and 1931. The nickname originated because
someone wearing the inflated life preserver often
appeared to be a large breasted as the actress Mae
West. It was popular during World War II with US
Army Air Forces and Royal Air Force servicemen,
who had been issued them as part of their flight
gear. Air crew members whose lives were saved by
the use of the Mae West and other personal flotation
devices were eligible for membership of the Goldfish
club. The Goldfish Club is a worldwide association of
people who have escaped an aircraft by parachuting
into the water or whose aircraft crashed in the water
and whose lives were saved by a life jacket, inflatable
dinghy or similar device.
Moving forward to the year 2017 there are different
types of life jackets on the market. The different types
of life jackets are to be worn in different situations.

Partially smooth waters
Level 50 for lifejackets made to AS 4758.
This type of lifejacket:
•H
 elps keep you afloat but does not have a collar to
keep the head above water;
• Can be worn smooth waters;
•C
 an be used by skiers or people being towed in
smooth or partially smooth waters;
•C
 an be used of PWC riders in smooth and partially
smooth waters or beyond those waters.

A Mae West life jacket.
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Smooth waters
Level 50 special purpose or level 50S for lifejackets
made to AS 4758.
This type of lifejacket:
• May be a specified buoyancy wet suit;
• I s for use in smooth water and only where the user
is likely to be in the water for a short time;
•C
 an be used by skiers or people being towed in
smooth waters;
• Can be used by PWC riders in smooth waters.

Coastal and SOLAS lifejackets
Inflatable lifejackets must comply with the same
standards for foam lifejackets. They must be gas
inflated and not rely on oral inflation only. Inflatable
lifejackets are also required to have markings that
show the level of buoyancy that the lifejacket will
provide.

maritime Safety Queensland

Inflatable lifejackets used on a recreational boat
must show an expiry date and be serviced by
the manufacture or authorised service entre
annually. The only exception is if the manufacturer
has established a
documented servicing
program the owner or
master can service the
lifejacket themselves,
but must produce
documentary evidence
showing they followed
the servicing program.

Lifejacket rules

their life
in your hAnds

Maritime Safety
Queensland lifejacket
rules state that is
compulsory to wear a
lifejacket:

it’s not a lifesaver if you’re not wearing it.
lifejacket – wear it!
Where can i get more information?
Visit your local Maritime Safety Queensland office or our website www.msq.qld.gov.au

01626
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•C
 rossing a
designated coastal
bar in an open boat
that is less than 4.8m
in length;
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• I f you are under 12 years old (from 12 months
old and up to, but not including 12 years old) in
an open boat that is less than 4.8m in length and
underway;
Our laws says that:
•B
 oat owners or skippers must give each person on
board information about where safety equipment is
kept and clearly sign where lifejackets are stowed.
The labels must have the word ‘lifejacket’ in red
text on a white background or white text on a red
background.
•L
 ifejackets must comply and display information
about which Australian Standard (AS) applies.
The lifejacket must comply with this standard. The
current standard is AS 4758, which has replaced
AS 1512-1996, AS 1499-1996 and AS 2260-1996.
Lifejackets that meet these previous standards are
still acceptable to use if they are condition.

Make sure your lifejacket fits
•C
 hoose a lifejacket for your weight range and make
sure the size/cut of the lifejacket is suitable. It
should fit snugly without being confining or riding
up your body

Try the lifejacket on in the shop before you buy it!

Lifejacket checklist
• Do you have the right lifejackets for your whole trip?
• Are your lifejackets suited to your activity?
• Do you have enough lifejackets for everyone that
will be on board and are they the right size?
• Are your lifejackets in good condition?
• I f you will be boating at night, do your lifejackets
have reflective tape to help others see you better?
•D
 o you have a “LIFEJACKET” sticker on your boat
to show others where the lifejackets are stored?

Safety Alert - Lifejacket maintenance
It is important that lifejackets are inspected regularly
for deterioration of the straps and the filling. Life
jackets that are stored in their original packaging or
sealed bags for long periods of time are at risk of the
straps perishing.

•M
 ake sure the neck section or collar does not sit up
around your head.

Open the bags and inspect the straps at regular
intervals, replace life jackets if required. This applies
to all types of lifejackets. Failure to inspect them may
leave you with no useable life jacket in the event of an
emergency.

•C
 rotch strap will prevent the lifejacket from
bunching up around your or your child’s neck and
prevent them from falling out of the bottom of the
lifejacket.

The below safety alert was issued by VMR Midge
Point in November 2016 to all the squad’s members.
As a result, some members purchased new lifejackets
and are now safer when on the water.

In Queensland there are some 5000 committees, and the not for profit sector contributes a total
of over 600 million hours of labour to the Australian economy annually.
This equates to 359,700 full time equivalent employees, using the base rate of pay, this equates
to 3.5% of gross domestic product or in dollar terms $16.5 billion dollars’ worth of volunteer
contributions. So the value of your contribution is not to be underestimated.
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O

of paramedics in cases where patients have less
traumatic injuries allows paramedics to attend other
emergencies. Having volunteers with additional first
aid training available to Marine Rescue is a benefit to
not only Marine Rescue, but the general boating
public as well.

A request was made to any volunteer working at
Marine Rescue. It wasn’t limited to those who crewed
on the boats. Initially eight people applied for the
training course, which involved theory and practical

In 2016 Marine Rescue undertook 39 medical
evacuations, that’s about 40% of the medical
evacuations from Fraser Island with the other
60% being completed by the rescue helicopter.
A helicopter rescue from Fraser Island costs over
$12,000 per trip. Marine Rescue charge in the
vicinity of $250 for a trip. Using Marine Rescue saves
the state government and the taxpayer hundreds
of thousands of dollars every year. Queensland
Ambulance have confirmed that Marine Rescue is
a critical part of the ambulance infrastructure in the
Fraser Coast.

FIRST RESPONDERS FOR MARINE RESCUE
ver two years ago, John Smith, Commodore
of Marine Rescue Hervey Bay had an idea.
The idea involved training Marine Rescue
Volunteers as First Responders to assist QAS in
the transfer of patients from Fraser Island. First
Responders are trained to supplement ambulance
services at medical emergencies or the scene
of accidents. After discussions with Queensland
Ambulance there was general agreement that there
would be benefits for both parties and it would further
enhance our partnership with QAS and the Hervey
Bay community.

The Commissioner for Queensland
Ambulance presented four of the first
responders with their certificates of
completion of their training the end of
August. They will soon be issued with
their uniforms and will commence
their service in our Fraser Coast
waters, keeping patients comfortable
during their boat trip back to harbour,
before their transportation to Hervey
Bay hospital.

NEW RADIO LOG AND
MEMBERSHIP DATABASE
Over the last few years Marine
Rescue Hervey Bay have been
looking to replace the cumbersome
and ‘un-user-friendly’ radio log and
membership database. We initially
looked at a system being used by
Coastguard Mooloolaba, but this
proved to be not to our liking.
In late 2016, we picked up a system
from Marine Rescue Bribie Island. We
were initially given a demonstration
Paul Fitzpatrick (QAS trainer), Russell Bowles (Commissioner, QAS), Mark Livingstone,
John Smith (Commodore MRHB), Kerry Bryant, Brian Stumer, Andy Clarke, Helen
of the system, and then the basic
Donaldson (OIC QAS, Hervey Bay).
system was provided for us to ‘play’
with. The system provided similar,
but much improved functionality,
when compared with our current system. With some
training given by QAS. After 12 months, five of the
modifications, we were able to test and management
original applicants have completed the full training
agreed to roll the system into the live environment in
course.
May 2017. All radio operators and admin staff were
Marine Rescue Hervey Bay regularly assists
trained in the new system.
Queensland Ambulance with the transport of patients
Comments from users have been pretty positive and
from Fraser Island. When we transport patients
the system is certainly far more user friendly and
in our rescue vessel, we always take one or two
intuitive than the old one, and best of all there are
paramedics with us to support the patient in their
no ongoing licence fees. There is no change in the
journey. A return trip to Fraser Island can take up
way that boaties interact with us. We still ask for the
to an hour and a half dependent on the weather
registration number of your boat, as this provides
and tides. Having first responders doing the work

hervey bay
us with a unique starting point for your
call. If you are a member your details are
in our system when you log on. Nonmember vessel information is collected
the first time they log on, then remain in
the system for future calls.
Postscript – we are indebted to the late
Gary Adams from Marine Rescue Bribie
Island for the coding and application
development of the radio log and
membership database. Gary assisted
us in the early days, but sadly Gary
passed away from cancer in mid 2017.
On Friday, October 13, a delegation of
management from Marine Rescue Hervey
Bay visited Marine Rescue Bribie Island
to present a plaque in memory of Gary
Adams and the work he undertook in the
creation of the radio log and membership
application. As a volunteer, his work was
all completed for free for the good of the
marine rescue community. We will always
be indebted to Gary and Marine Rescue
Hervey Bay management have resolved
to commemorate his work with a plaque
in the radio room and the naming of the
system as ‘Gary’s Log’.

Peter McNamara (VMR Bribie Island) accepts the commemorative
plaque from John Smith (Commodore, VMR Hervey Bay).
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nth stradbroke island

Launch of Appeal

by Volunteer Marine Rescue North
Stradbroke Island for funds to
purchase a new Medivac/Primary Vessel

Nic and Mary Evans with Richard
Dunn and North Stradbroke 1.

I

n 1999, Volunteer Marine Rescue North Stradbroke
Island (VMR NSI) acquired a new Medivac vessel
named North Stradbroke 1, and the first patient
welcomed aboard, with the birth of her baby
imminent, was Point Lookout resident Mary Evans.
Mary, who works at the Point Lookout post office, is
the wife of island painter and decorator Peter Evans,
and she subsequently gave birth to a healthy boy at
Redland Hospital. Nic Evans is now an 18 year old
apprentice electrician with Adam Gould at SPiNiFEX
Electrical Concepts on the island.
Sadly, 18 years of continual service is beginning to
take its toll on North Stradbroke 1, and whilst it is still
a very safe and serviceable vessel, it is time for VMR
NSI to begin an appeal for funds to replace it with a
new and more modern up-to-date design.
The budget for this replacement is $500,000, and the
Queensland State Government, through our parent
body Marine Rescue Queensland, will provide us
with $140,000 towards the purchase price of the new
vessel. However, the balance of the funds required
has to be raised by VMR NSI.
During summer, volunteer fund raisers will be running
a gourmet sausage sizzle and espresso coffee stall at

the Point Lookout Markets, and from January 7-9 we
will once again be hosting our popular Book Fest at
the Point Lookout Function Centre (the Masonic Hall).
Your support will be rewarded by tasty food, great
coffee and a wide variety of books for purchase.
Volunteers at these events will also be collecting
donations from the public towards our new Medivac/
Primary Vessel Appeal, and a direct appeal will also
be forwarded to every business and corporation on
the island for sponsorship and/or donations to this
worthy cause for our island community.
In launching the appeal, we remind residents and
visitors of the important services provided to the
community by the volunteers of VMR NSI. We perform
more than 100 medivacs a year from the island, in
addition to our search and rescue roles in Moreton
Bay and across the South Passage Bar into the
Pacific Ocean.
As VMR NSI is a registered charity, ALL DONATIONS
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE, and may be sent at any
time to The Treasurer, Marine Rescue, PO Box 28,
Dunwich, Qld 4183. Please include your contact
details so a receipt can be issued for your tax
deduction.

mackay
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general

Through

the Portal
T

he new Portal is coming! As I write this article,
all the components have been developed and
we are now identifying and fixing bugs. By the
time you are reading this then testing should be well
underway so watch out for communications from our
executive to advise of the release plans.

People Picker
One of the key changes across the new Portal is how
you will choose members – though a people picker.

Note that if you add a photograph to your account
through the O365 portal then it will also show up in
the people picker.

Master
The master will also be selected using a people
picker though it will now be up to whoever is doing
the data entry to select the correct person rather
than being restricted by qualifications. This means
that those squadrons who allow competent crew or
a skipper-in-training to take out a training
vessel will now be able to correctly record
them as the master of that trip.

Date Picker
A new way of entering dates to the system
has also be added.

Many of you will be familiar with the current method of
adding crew members to an activation and the need
to use CTRL and click to select multiple people – and
the pain of selecting several and then forgetting to
use CTRL and having to start all over again!
As you can see in the image, typing a few characters
of the person’s name will offer a selection that you
can choose from. Clicking on them adds them to the
list of crew members and if you add one by mistake
then you can simply click the little cross by their
name and they will be removed. Simple!
The people picker will not be limited to a crew or
even a squadron so if you have visiting members from
other squadrons then they can be added and accrue
sea time as usual.

Clicking on the date field will open up the date picker
where you can select a date by clicking on it or step
through months using the arrows next to the month.
Clicking on the month changes the view to allow you
to quickly select an early month rather than going
back or forward one at a time.

general

Clicking on the year shows you a decade so you can
select an earlier year.

Once you select a date, if the date picker allows
times, such as in an activation then it will show hours
and then when an hour is selected show minutes.
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This means that a date and a time can be selected
in three clicks. Note that the time is rounded to the
nearest five minutes and it has been confirmed
that this degree of accuracy is acceptable for our
activation reports.

general
Dynamic Field
Messages
When you are completing a
form such as an activation
report, rather than wait until
you try to save to highlight
any issues, the form will tell
you as you go along.
As an example, a field is
provided for supplementary
information.
Note that the red error text
goes away as soon as I fill in
the required details.
Also, if there is no incident
reported and I check the field
accordingly then the field
becomes optional so I can
choose whether to add more
details or not.
Entering engine hours is also
verified:

Summary
Quite a few changes there but
hopefully all making our lives
that little bit easier.
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A

man flagged down a VMR vessel recently
asking if VMR Southport could dispose of
expired flares. When advised in the positive,
the man stated he had just replaced his and could
VMR dispose of his expired flares.
When handed to the VMR crew member, the crew
member became curious to look at the expiry dates
on these flares, 1997 ...
The man seemed a little embarrassed as to what
could have happened had he needed to use these in
an emergency.
VMR Southport encourages all boat owners to check
the expiry date on flares regularly.
VMR Southport was activated recently to assist the
Qld Ambulance Service with a patient who had been
stung on the eyelid by a bee. The patient stated he
had been riding his jetski and was hit in the face by

Disaster in the Gold Coast Seaway.

the insect as he travelled along. The man was treated
by paramedics, insisting he had to be transported to
hospital. The man was transported back to VMR and
taken to hospital.
A VMR Southport crew was recently witness to a
very intimate display of nature. On return from an
activation in the Labrador channel, the VMR vessel
was bought to a standstill by a pod of dolphins
who were obviously mating. The excitement and
frolicking in the water was spectacular, with several
males fighting furiously over what appeared to be a
lone female. The display went for several minutes,
and also caught the attention of a passing charter

vessel, whose passengers were also attracted to the
spectacle. Good females are always hard to catch!
Two scantily clad females were rescued by VMR
recently when they experienced difficulties near
Wavebreak Island. The ladies struck difficulties when
they lost contact with shore whilst swimming with
a large inflatable pink flamingo. The outgoing tide
swept the ladies towards the Seaway. VMR were
notified by a passing vessel and attended to rescue
the damsels in distress. The attending VMR crew had
never towed a flamingo before but managed to have
the situation in hand very quickly, returning the ladies
to shore safely. All jokes aside, these ladies could
easily have found themselves in some very serious
trouble if not for VMR attending so quickly.
The skipper of a small bowrider thought his recent
tow by VMR Southport was something he should video
and send to all his mates. Whilst travelling down the
main channel towards Runaway Bay, the
man decided it would be a great idea to
stand up get better footage. Unfortunately
for him, his excitement led him to drop his
phone, which ultimately made a splash on
landing, probably never to be seen again.
When towing, VMR crews always instruct
passengers on vessels to stay seated for
safety reasons. This skipper found out for
economic reasons he should stay seated
as well.
VMR Southport were recently called upon
under urgent circumstances to assist
the occupants of a small tinnie that was
seen drifting towards the Gold Coast
Seaway in very unfavourable condtions.
With breaking waves of close to 3m, on
an outgoing tide, Marine Rescue 2 was
tasked to assist. Upon arrival the tinnie
could not be seen at water level, however
the Seaway Tower had been watching the
vessel and were able to guide the rescue
vessel to the tinnie’s location. Two females
were plucked from the vessel, into the
VMR vessel, a tow rope was attached,
and both vessels were soon back in the
calmer waters of the Broadwater. The
situation arose from two females deciding to row
from one vessel to another anchored at Wavebreak
Island. The tide was very rapidly outgoing, the winds
were very strong, and the ladies stood no chance,
given their tinnie was 2.5m in length. The VMR crew
were astounded the tinnie hadnt capsized given the
Seaway conditions, and from all reports the VMR
crew deserved accolades for their professionalism in
performing this rescue, with no-one injured and no
property damaged.
The skipper of a large cruiser contacted VMR over the
recent long weekend advising his vessel was aground
near Sovereign Island. A VMR crew attended,
managing to tow the vessel free. When speaking to
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the owner of the vessel, he advised the VMR crew he
should probably take out a VMR membership, as he
regularly finds himself in this predicament!
The summer boom has certainly hit on the Gold
Coast’s waterways. The VMR Southport rescue crews
have been flat out for the past month or more, with
some weeks seeing in excess of 15 activations. Again
it is a timely reminder to check your equipment before
you venture out onto the water. Several requests for
assistance recently have been within a nautical mile
of boat ramps or home jetties, and have involved
vessels breaking down because of dirty or stale fuel
issues, or dodgy batteries, simply because these
vessels haven’t been used over the colder months.
Fuel doesn’t last forever, and batteries certainly
go flat if you don’t start your boat every so often to
charge them.
The Qld Ambulance Service have kept VMR Southport
busy, unfortunately with some nasty incidents on the
water. There have been several calls to bone fracture
jobs, and a crew, including a QAS first responder and
student paramedic were quickly on scene to a report
of a collapsed person on board a sailing catamaran
in the Southport Broadwater. On arrival the patient
was in cardiac arrest, and despite the best efforts of
the crew with a defibrillator and good CPR, further

backed up by QAS paramedics, the patient could not
be resuscitated.
Three men on a 38ft yacht also had a lucky escape
recently when their vessel suffered a catastrophic
engine failure, on an ebb tide, on a very windy
day, in the Gold Coast Seaway. The vessels engine
failed resulting in the vessel being dragged onto the
rocks on the southern Seaway Wall, resulting in the
vessel being destroyed by the fairly heavy seas at
the time. The men managed to clamber into a small
tinny, making their way to safety. A VMR and Water
Police crew were very quickly on scene, however, the
vessel was beyond being able to be towed to safety.
Amazingly, the vessel was destroyed in less than 30
minutes.
Another incident involved a father and two children
who became stranded on the mud banks on a jetski
near the Coomera River, approaching sunset. Due to
the soft mud the occupants could not walk to safety,
and given the shallow waters, a rescue vessel could
not reach them. The Water Police decided, given
the circumstances, that a helicopter rescue was the
best option. This mission was successful, and VMR
Southport retrieved the jetski on the high tide the
following day. All up, a VMR crew spent seven hours
on this activation.
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Almost in the same spot as this rescue, another
rescue was performed the week before by a VMR
crew who were called to assist QAS with a male
patient who had struck a sandbank on his jetski,
and been flung over the handlebars. He suffered a
suspected spinal injury and was carefully extracted
out and transported to hospital.

the VMR Southport base and responsibility for coordination was primarily placed on the volunteers.
This was set up so that in the event of Water Police
being unavailable, due to another operational
incident, the feel could be had of what it is like to run
a search and rescue event. The exercise involved
a vessel sinking with in excess of 30 people in the

Throughout October an
Elements of Shipboard
Safety Course was
held at VMR Southport.
This attracted 13 VMR
members from various
squadrons on the Gold
Coast and in Moreton
Bay. The course was
a huge success and
all participants were
declared competent.
Several people are
in the process of
advancing in the
rankings at Southport.
Weather conditions
have been favourable
for training and
assessments to be
undertaken and this
VMR Southport Senior Skippers 2017. L-R Greg Turner, Merv Handley, Trevor Park, Dave MacDonald, Scott
has eased the backlog
Gregory, Ken Gibbs, John Wise.
of people waiting. By
Christmas it is hoped
four new skippers will
be qualified. Three new radio operators have also
water. The Surf Life helicopter was to be involved in
been recruited and will fit very nicely into the rosters.
winching people to safety and several people were
also intended to be unconscious in the water. Apart
Crew numbers are at reasonable levels, however,
from some minor communication difficulties, the
there are always vacancies that can be filled by new
supervisors of this exercise were very pleased and at
enquiries.
the conclusion all people in the water were accounted
Work continues to progress on the two largest
for, and successfully rescued.
projects at VMR Southport at present. The need to
Associate Membership numbers are beginning to
replace our ageing boatramp is continuing, albeit it
steadily rise at Southport, given that we have a new
slowly, given the astronomical prices being quoted
member who is very active on Facebook, and also at
to undertake this. Quotes in excess of $200,000 have
rejoining expired members. Over the past few months
been obtained, with reality showing, it is what it is,
the Facebook profile has almost doubled and every
and unfortunately if we want a product with another
week a handful of expired members get a reminder
30 year life span, we have to accept this. We are still
phone call that their membership has lapsed. The
seeking community support with this.
results are proving very fruitful and members are very
A sub committee is also working very hard on the reappreciative of the reminder call. VMR Southport is
fit / replace project of rescue vessel Marine Rescue 3.
always busy, so there is always plenty happening that
Currently no decision has been made on the future of
can be posted on social media. Don’t forget to like
this vessel, however the committee are in the process
our Facebook page if you haven’t already. Just visit
of inspecting and researching different types of
vmrsouthport.com.au and follow the links to do so.
possible new vessels.
All else is good at Southport, we are gearing up for a
VMR Southport participated in a multi agency search
very busy Christmas period, however, are hoping that
and rescue exercise in mid November, and from all
those who do venture out, do so safely.
accounts the event went very well. Other participants
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year
included neighbouring VMR squadrons Jacobs Well
from everyone at VMR Southport.
and Currumbin, Surf Life Saving Qld, Water Police,
and Coastguard. The exercise was co-ordinated from
Stay safe on the water
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pringtime in Queensland is supposed to herald
the arrival of the weather patterns that provide
us with the best boating conditions of the year.
Unfortunately, this year it was also the time of a
number of fatalities on our waterways. Our hearts go
out to the families of the deceased crewmembers of
the fishing vessel Dianne which floundered and sank
in heavy weather off the coast of 1770. Closer to
home, VMR448 was called upon to recover the body
of an elderly gentleman who died following
the capsizing of a small tinny some 30nm
from Mackay. In this instance, an activated
EPIRB allowed for the quick saviour of the
second person aboard by the RACQ CQ
rescue helicopter although the other party
was already deceased. This event began
with a small boat taking water a long way
from land and led to me recalling an article
I had written in 2013 that was published by
Fish & Boat magazine. With their permission,
I have included it here as I believe there are
many points that are just as relevant today,
especially with the number of older trailer
boats (some now being 30 or 40 years old)
we see being resurrected and refitted with
pods and large four-stroke outboards.

the 15nm run back from Missionary Bay after a 20kt
northerly kicked in wasn’t as nerve racking, and the
exploration of the coastline a few miles each side of
home base had become extremely inviting, the idea
of belting out to the shipping channel never entered
the thought process.
So what has changed in the last decade to have
fishermen wandering far and wide in boats we used

How far is too far?
Reprinted with permission of
Fish & Boat magazine
I was recently doing some research on the
Pracs on Mackay Rescue.
new Yamaha 300hp V6 outboard and found
myself at the following site: http://www.
yamahaoutboards.com/owner-resources/
to associate with creek fishing? There are many
blog/pro-anglers/yamaha%E2%80%99s-new-300factors that singularly would not make us load jerry
hp-v6-four-stroke-combination-power-performance
cans of extra fuel onboard but when combined have
The gentleman penning the piece was evaluating a
changed the way many think. First and foremost
39ft Contender fitted with triple (yes triple) 300hp
are the improvements in boat design and outboard
motors which to this poor Aussie was one of those
motor engineering. The arrival of the first flared bow
‘only in America’ moments but the Pièce de résistance
Quintrex models around 1970 proved a milestone in
was his justification for having three motors. I quote
tinny design and was a revelation on the water when
– “It also means that if you hit something or damage
compared with the Clarks and De Havilland’s of the
an engine, you can still run home at a comfortable
era. Although still relatively low in the sides and stern,
speed, as opposed to limping back to shore. When
the shape of the new bow allowed a much kinder and
you’re 20 miles or more offshore, that knowledge sure
drier ride into a sea and gave a lot more confidence
provides some peace of mind.”
to those onboard. But the big change came when
Twenty miles? Have you ever been 40nm out in the
boat designers and builders started giving us much
middle of the ocean and had a tiller steer, 4.5m tinny
more boat for a given length.
go past you heading east? For us, this has not been
Computer aided drafting and improvements in the
an uncommon occurrence in recent times and raises
way they could ‘work’ aluminium sheets to create
the question, “How Far is Too Far”? In my younger
new shapes (not easily or cost effectively done
years, when the vessel was around 12ft with 15hp
before) allowed companies to produce boats under
on the transom, boating was usually restricted to
5m that had the sea keeping capabilities of much
the creek or river where you launched. On the odd
larger vessels of earlier times. When the CAD experts
occasion, you may poke the nose out of the mouth,
started to use plate alloy as their material of choice,
motor around to an adjacent creek or bay and at the
boats with much heavier construction were the
end of the day think you had been very adventurous.
result. Thicker bottom and side sheets, combined
Even progressing to a much more seaworthy 4.2m
with higher sides, engine wells and pods, variable
Topender didn’t give me the inspiration to start
disappearing into the wild blue yonder. Sure, while
deadrise and selectively located chines gave us
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boats that were only slightly longer than the tinnies
we had used to fish for bread and butter species but
were light years ahead in seaworthiness, safety and
handling.
Other companies in Australia also started designing
smaller versions of their already successful fibreglass
boats. Today, Haines Marine, Streaker Boats and
others produce excellent models around 4.8m that
are just at home on a dam, in a river or out around the
islands on a good day. So while you can still buy a
basic car-topper tinny, should you wish to travel that
bit further, there are a myriad of options available to
the consumer with only the budget the limiting factor.
But no matter how good the boat is, no one in their
right mind would travel long distances without trusting
the motor bolted to the stern.
The development of the modern, four-stroke outboard
with its inherent reliability and fuel efficiency has
proved the perfect partner for the modern small
boat. If someone had told me thirty years ago that
it would be common for 4.5m tinnies to have 60hp
motors, I would have thought them a stubby short of
a six pack. In fact, vessels under 5m with maximum
allowable power of 90hp (or more) are not unusual.

With underfloor fuel tanks holding up to 100 litres
and economies better than one litre per nautical
mile, these vessels are more than capable of safely
undertaking long runs in favourable weather and still
have ample reserve.
The access this modern world gives us to quick,
accurate weather data is the icing on the cake for
those of us who wish to travel that bit further in our
(relatively) small vessels. I know there are weather
report critics out there, but by understanding what
all those lines, letters and numbers mean on a chart,
you don’t have to (completely) trust what the talking
heads are reading off the teleprompts. You can
come to a reasonably accurate conclusion what the
conditions will be in the next 24 to 48 hours. When
you acknowledge that the BOM is always going to
be a little on the conservative side, a forecast for a
couple of consecutive days of ‘variable 5kt winds’
opens up the opportunity to go that extra mile.
So there you are! The new 4.5m, high-sided
aluminium boat sits on the trailer with the just run-in
outboard on the back. The forecast is for 5kt winds,
all the safety gear is onboard and the fuel tank is
full. Where are you going to go? At this point the
two most important aspects that come into play are
‘experience’ and ‘local knowledge’. Boating is no
different to anything else we do in life. We need to
crawl before we walk and walk before we run. How
many hours have you spent in your boat and in other
peoples’? Have you ever been offshore or are you
only experienced in the creeks? Do you know how
many miles you get per litre of fuel and the change in
fuel consumption with changed conditions? Do you
know the area you are thinking of going to and any
isolated dangers?
What is too far for one person is not necessarily too
far for another. If you have little boating experience
always start close to home. Buy yourself a chart of
your local area and study it. If you don’t know how to
read a chart, drop into your local VMR or Coast Guard
and have a chat to the guys on duty. They will have
the chart of their area on display and will be more
than happy to give you a bit of a run down. While you
are there, find out which radio channels they monitor
and how to log on and off when you head out. Another
good idea is to make a couple of trips offshore with
someone else who is experienced in the area. By
chipping in a few dollars for fuel and bait you will
pick up valuable tips and gain valuable sea time in
conditions you are likely to experience. One word of
warning though: don’t steal GPS marks from others
unless they are happy to share them.
‘Too far’ doesn’t only apply to offshore waters. While
not so typical in Queensland, in the NT it is common
practice to run a 100km or more along the coast
above left: Tyson and Tony inspecting tug.
left: Tug inspection.
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or even along one of the big rivers. The basics still
apply where local knowledge and experience dictate
what you should attempt on your own. Remember
tidal conditions are of higher priority in these areas
than out to sea. Hitting a rock bar at speed when
many miles from the ramp, having no mobile phone
service and being in an area with a high salt water
croc population is not a good position to be in.
And what about inland waters that are hundreds of
kilometres from the nearest town? My 4WD, complete
with canoe on the roof, often finds itself on the bank
of an isolated stream where a serious medical issue
could be disastrous. Recently we have found a large
number of wasp nests along a certain river bank
and accidently hitting one could have been fatal for
someone who is allergic like me. Prior to the next trip,
I visited my GP and armed myself with an EpiPen –
better safe than sorry!
So how far is too far? Knowledge, experience and
planning will all help mitigate the risks involved in
extended trips. Having all the necessary safety gear,
a fully stocked first aid kit and the ability to use them
should the need arise are essential. Don’t limit your
communication device to your mobile phone. It’s an
unpleasant surprise to many when the signal drops
out about 15nm offshore, or when you go off the main
road and you quickly discover they are useless. Do

not venture offshore without a working VHF radio. If
you do a lot of inland fishing it pays to install a UHF
radio in your 4WD. Carrying an EPIRB (or a PLB when
inland) with you at all times might feel like overkill
but they are cheap insurance if the faeces hits the
rotary oscillator in a big way. We have all heard of
Murphy’s Law but it’s Sod’s Law you need to keep
in mind – Sooner or later, the worst possible set of
circumstances is bound to occur one way or another.

AGM
The VMR448 annual general meeting was held at the
base on September 13 with the following executive
and committee installed.
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Russel McLennan
Heath Kennedy
Graham Creagh
Kerry Turner

Committee Members:	Shane Turner, Don Bowdon,
Joshua Dunsby, Kathryn
Dunsby, Adrian Graf, Tyson
Polgardy, Brad Thirlaway, Les
Todd, Ross Vickers
It is fantastic to see a number of new people on
the committee as they not only bring a wealth of
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knowledge but new thoughts and ideas to the squad.
Special thanks goes to Less Todd, who after many
years as vice president, has retired to ‘the back
bench’ and will hopefully now find the time to spend
more hours at sea.

Crew and Training News
The big news from this quarter is the completion a
VMR Coxswain course held here in Mackay. A huge
thanks to our UTC Don Bowdon for organising this
and for Tom Hudson, Robert Brock and Andy Ross
for their time and valuable input. While a strong wind
warning and showers made conditions ‘interesting’
for the trainees, all agreed that the successful
completion of their tasks in this environment made
them more confident in their abilities. Unfortunately
no representatives from other squads could attend
this course, but their loss was our gain allowing us to
have eight participants. VMR448 hopes to soon have
some of these people appointed as new skippers who
will be available for select day-time activations to
gain experience.

Class photo.

Activations and On-Water Activities
Following a quiet few months where the number of
recreational vessels on the water was limited by the
prevailing weather conditions, a return to calmer
conditions has seen the number of activations
increase significantly. The day to day jobs of
breakdowns and jumpstarts have been interspersed
with some ‘out of the ordinary’ call outs. We had two
instances where we were given incorrect coordinates
for the target vessels which is not only frustrating but
could be disastrous in a worst case scenario. The first
case was a pleasure boat owner who confidently gave
us his coordinates that proved to be 20nm away from
his actual position. Even after arriving at the scene
and asking him to recheck his position, he repeated
the same Lat. and Long previously given.
The second case of wrong information was more
interesting. VMR448 was tasked with taking a
paramedic to medivac a seriously ill seaman from a
coal bulk carrier. Communication was via the QAS
coms centre who provided us with the name of the
vessel and a set of coordinates. Anyone who has

flown into Mackay will appreciate the vast area of
ocean over which these ships are anchored while
waiting their turn to load with an area of over 100sq
nm being set aside. Arriving at the given location
there was no sign of the vessel we were looking for
and it was only after several radio communications
with the foreign master we established that the
ship was actually still underway to its designated
anchorage. Just shows, even the professional
services can be guilty of not relaying all the
information required.
Apart from the extremely sad recovery mentioned
earlier, one other job stood out during this period. A
200nm round trip to tow the 16m steel ketch Daystar
II from High
Peak Island
back to Mackay
is an extended
activation in
any squadron’s
books. Duty
skipper Charles
Linsley was ably
supported by
Karen, Brad and
John throughout
the 24 hour
activation which
once again
reinforced the
value of having
a vessel with
the capabilities
of the Steber
Ketch under tow.
3800 Mackay
Rescue 5. A
16m, 36 tonne,
steel sailing vessel ticks all the boxes for a tricky tow
and to do it for 100nm through areas of large tidal
flow requires good seamanship and teamwork. All
that navigation theory from the classroom was put
to good use with speed, distance, time calculations
continually adjusted to confirm fuel usage. As a

Rafting up.
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Most memorable activation:
Unfortunately, my most memorable activation was
not my happiest. After travelling over 25nm in winds
peaking at 40kts, we successfully towed three men
in their 7m boat into the shallow confines of Sarina
Inlet. It was here that through a series of small events
all compounding each other we ended up with the
VMR vessel disabled with ropes around the props and
aground. Although no one was injured and no major
damage sustained it was a harrowing experience.
Have you been involved in any life threatening
situations or emergency activations?
above: Skipper Charles.
inset: Charles and Karen.

safety measure DBCT Mackay Rescue 6 arranged
to meet the vessels prior to them traversing the coat
port anchorage with extra fuel and some welcome
refreshments. Thanks to Karen, everyone can share
in this epic activation by going to https://youtu.
be/1ZFF55FKksk

Meet the VMR448 Mackay Skippers
This quarter we introduce Graham Brake.
Began with VMR:
I first started volunteering with VMR Mackay in 2009
in the radio room.
Why VMR?:
I suppose I am a prime example of the success of
the VMR training system. I completed my VHF radio
license through VMR after finding out they did the
course. On the completion of the course I ticked the
box stating I was available to assist on radio and
the over the next few years worked my way through
to crew leader and eventually skipper. I have since
gained my commercial coxswain ticket and advanced
to a Master <24m qualification.

One of my early activations was as
a crew member when we spent an
extended period at sea searching
for a young man who was lost from
a professional fishing boat. A lot
of thoughts go through your head
when you are perched on the roof
of a rescue vessel in the middle of
the night staring down a searchlight
beam. Sadly the missing person
was never found and some days
later, his parents arrived from
Ireland and we took them out to the
area to lay a wreath.
What are your current roles in
VMR?
I am currently one of the duty skippers and try to
assist with crew training whenever possible. I am
also the scribe for the VMR448 articles in this journal.
Interests outside of VMR:
I am making use of my commercial ticket driving
vessels for several Mackay operators doing dive
charters and extended fishing charters as well as
vessel deliveries. When I am not at the helm, I am
a keen fisherman myself but my number one joy
these days is being grandad to my first beautiful
granddaughter.
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fishRECIPES
SMOKED SALMON DIP
275g salmon (or smoked trout)
2 Tbsp lemon juice
4 Tbsp single cream or cream cheese
2 Tbsp finely chopped chives
Ground black pepper
125g butter

Put the trout/salmon flesh in a food processor or chop
finely
Add the butter, lemon juice, cream and pepper and
blitz 30 secs in food processor or blend with knife
until smooth
Chill before serving

Put the salmon (skinned and boned) in a food
processor
Add the butter lemon juice, cream and pepper mix
30 seconds in food processor
Chill before serving
Can be chopped and mixed by hand for chunky
finish.

HOT CRAB DIP
225g crab meat
225g cream cheese, softened
½ cup sour cream
2 Tbsp salad dressing or mayonnaise
1 Tbsp lemon juice
1 ¼ Worcestershire sauce
½ tsp dry mustard
1 Tbsp milk
¼ cup cheddar cheese, grated
Garlic salt
2-3 shallots sliced
Parsley
Tabasco to taste

TUNA PATE
1 can tuna in springwater (drain and reserve water)
1 Tbsp fat free mayonnaise
Rind of half a lemon
Juice of half a lemon
Dash of chilli sauce (optional)
Throw in food processor to smooth paste
Reserved tuna juice and dessert spoon of gelatin can
be added for pate to set
Top paté with 2 tablespoons mayonnaise and
1 centimetre of wasabi from tube.
SALMON DIP
1 x 175g smoked trout or salmon
(skinned and boned)
2 Tbsp lemon juice
4 T bsp single cream / cream cheese / cottage or
ricotta
2 Tbsp of finely chopped chives
125g butter
Ground black pepper

In a large bowl, mix cream cheese, sour cream, salad
dressing, lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce, mustard
and garlic salt until smooth
Add enough milk to make mixture creamy.
Stir in 2 tabs of grated cheese
Fold in crabmeat into cream cheese mixture
Pour into greased casserole
Top with remaining cheese
Bake at 170° C until mixture is bubbly and browned
on top about 30 mins
Serve with crackers.
Makes about 4 cups of dip
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Wildlife

N

o. Not the night clubs, bars and restaurants,
but the unique ecosystem we have in Moreton
Bay rescues do not always involve humans.
When out on patrol or on training missions we at
times come across marine life in distress. We live in
one of the most pristine areas of the world and yet
some manage to spoil it for the creatures that have
made this area their domain long before humankind
made their appearance. Not always intentionally
but unfortunately sometimes thoughtlessly. Turtles
ingesting foreign objects such as fishing line,
plastics, or other garbage items, or pollution caused
bacterial infections can result in an accumulation of
gas in their gut and body cavity. This can result in a
condition called Floater Syndrome which prevents the
turtle from diving. As sea turtles feed underwater they
can succumb to starvation and dehydration when
suffering with this condition.
Early in this season one of our vessels came across
a turtle at the top end of Rainbow Channel. It was
obviously in distress and suffering from Floater
Syndrome so they managed to bring the distressed
animal aboard VP Papillon. Marine Parks Services
were immediately notified and transfer co-ordinates
set to rendezvous for a transfer of our patient the
crew nick named Bob over to the Marine Parks
vessel.
When you are out enjoying the bay, whether it is
fishing or just recreational boating, be mindful of
the environment you came to enjoy. Don’t throw that
tangled line or those empty wrappers overboard. Be
secure in the knowledge that VMR is watching over
you so pass it forward. Watch over our wildlife. And

if you do see an animal in distress call Queensland
Parks and Wildlife Services on 1300 130 372 or notify
the VMR base and we will make sure assistance is on
its way.

Activations
A much quieter period over the last three months
compared with the previous period with a total of
11 rescues out of 41 activations with total sea time
of just over 71 hours. This may be a reflection of
weather conditions keeping boaties cosy in front
of the TV or better
awareness of conditions
and preparation before
venturing out for a day
Maritime Safety Queensland
on the water.

thINGS caN chaNGe
in a flash
stay prepared
stay up to date
stay safe

Where can I get more information?
Visit your local Maritime Safety Queensland office or our website www.msq.qld.gov.au
More information about weather can be found at www.bom.gov.au

A couple of activations
involved unmanned
vessels. One report
came through on a
Thursday that a steel
unmanned cruiser was
dragging its anchor
and heading through
the channel between
Victoria Point and
Coochie. Standby crew
were called out and
VP1 launched before
the roving vessel could
cause any damage
to other vessels or
underwater cables
between the mainland
and island. The owner,

victoria point
who was interstate at the time, was contacted and
gave VMR permission to board, move and secure
the vessel to a safe anchorage. The operation
proved a bit of a challenge as we had to get a crew
member aboard the stricken vessel which sat higher
in the water than VP1. With a strong tide and wind
conditions the skipper managed to stand off long
enough for an agile crew member to board. Valiant
efforts were made to weigh anchor without luck as
batteries were down and the manual override failing
to engage. So vessel and plough were towed to a
safe position, the anchor reset and checked. A great
job by skipper Chris Barnes and our agile Glen
Ferguson.

to the jet ski. So the crew managed to both find the
missing tinny, secure it and get the jet ski rider back
to the safety of Victoria Point. We wish to express our
thanks to the Little Ships Club their kind permission
to hold the tinny at their pontoon until the owner could
reclaim it.
Late evening saw us called to two adults and a small
child on a jet ski aground in Browns Passage. They
were 50m up on the mud bank and we were unable to
get our vessel close enough to assist. Attempts to get
mother and child off proved impossible as they would
sink in the mud. The crew stood by to ensure their
safety until they could be assisted on a higher tide.

Fund Raising and Operations

Pleasure craft are allot of fun but don’t be fooled
into thinking they are immune to sand bars and mud
banks or have unlimited fuel capacity. Not to mention
logs and other storm debris lurking just below the
water.
Whilst out on a mission to recover a missing tinny in
the vicinity of One Mile, B Roster crew came across
two jet skiers with fuel outages. One was provided
with fuel from a passing good samaritan and the other
craft needed a tow back to the Victoria Point ramp.
This operation can prove a very time consuming
operation if a tow-tap is not fitted as tow speed is
severely restricted in order to prevent engine damage

One of our major fund raising events is The Boaties
Market. The October Market was a great success and
heartfelt thanks go to the large turnout of sellers and
buyers alike. Alot of work goes into this event and
thanks go to all who gave their time over the course
of set up and on the day itself. Also thanks go to the
Victoria Point State School for the use of their facilities
and to Jacko from Bay FM and Bay FM itself for their
support. Keep an eye on our web page for future
market dates http://www.vmr.org.au
To those who put their hands in their pocket and
transfer their change to our collection buckets whilst
waiting at the barges, we also thank.
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Early in October, we were invited to Harbour Lights
Restaurant for a morning tea with Bayside Smart
Business Network Association. Members of our
executive attended as our squadron representatives
to accept a cheque for $1,500 which was a donation
gratefully accepted.
Such contributions along with grants from Redlands
Council go towards much needed expenditure such
as replacing old lighting in the boatshed, which is
now completed.

Currently roster coverage is good and response to
enquiries remains high.

Emergency Services

Keeping both vessels and ancillary equipment in
good working order and operational readiness is
always a constant funding challenge.
We acknowledge our boating officers for their
dedication and time they put in to keep us in
readiness for the task at hand, Safety of Life at Sea.
Currently our rescue vessels are on standby on
trailers ready for launch when a distress call comes
through. This often means unavoidable launch time
delays dependant on space availability on the public
ramp.
Our proposed dedicated pontoon and jetty project is
progressing well with the Department of Mines and
Natural Resources informing us that our application
is on track and all the relevant government
departments are due to respond by mid December
2017.
By having a dedicated pontoon, our rescue vessels
can be launched at first light and be on the water in
readiness for immediate despatch when required.
Funding for this project has yet to be formalised so if
there are any willing corporate sponsors out there, we
would certainly welcome the opportunity to talk to you.

Recruitment
The unit welcomes Lachlan Scholl, Josh Robinson
and John Porteous as new recruits. At the time
of writing they had successfully completed their
ESS Training and are now ready to be assigned to a
roster.

In October, we were invited by State Emergency
Services to attend a meet and greet at Cleveland
Fire Station. We were able to put names to faces
within the SES, Fire Brigade, Coast Guard and Marine
Rescue. Coast Guard Redland Bay and Marine
Rescue Victoria Point were in attendance along with
various heads of department of the State Emergency
Services. Cooperation between all groups is crucial
to ensuring coordinated responses to any emergency
situation.
We are also happy to report that a reciprocal rights
program within our region has now been extended
to members of both Volunteer Marine Rescue and
Coast Guard. This cooperation greatly increases our
capabilities and response times to emergencies and
provides the boaties on Moreton Bay with that added
peace of mind.
We are also pleased to report our relationship with our
PNG neighbours continues following the visit reported
in the last issue of the journal. Their new boat is due
for its maiden voyage to Port Moresby and on board
will be a consignment of VMR Polo Shirts donated by
VMR Victoria Point.
To all our associate members and non members alike,
we hope you have a well deserved Summer break and
enjoy a safe and happy boating experience.
Neville Brown
Victoria Point VMR

round hill
At the Annual General Meeting held October 21, 2017
the following were elected for the 2017 – 2018 term:
President 		
Neale Inskip
Vice President
Doug Meng
Secretary/Treasurer Josie Meng
Committee		
Dave Hazzard
			Archie Hutton
			Laurie Rapa
Zone Delegates
Neale Inskip
			Archie Hutton
Thanks to outgoing President Craig Gibbs who after
over 20 years in the area has moved in to Bundaberg,
all the best Craig and Sharon.

meeting last January after a lot of research we put a
safety initiative to MSQ and the Harbour Master for a
Webcam to be installed on Round Hill Headland or in
its close surrounds, while this will not fix the problem
of the concerns for vessels entering and leaving
Round Hill Creek on a dropping tide it would give
the community access to view the current conditions
at the time (daylight) and make a been decision for
themselves.
We are extremely pleased to advise that our safety
initiative has been approved and planning is well
under way with the project.

The past year has seen approximately
9,000 radio calls logged, 22 activations
including tows, EPIRB’s, overdue vessels,
medical evacuations, fuel problems,
training days and maintenance days with
community education for first aid, flare
demonstrations, advice regarding the
Round Hill Creek Bar, weather reports,
Zone and other Meetings and attend the
ANZAC Day Service and other days.
Since September 1, 2017 VMR Round Hill
now broadcast the weather on VHF 82
(once done by Rocky Met) twice a day with
weather on request at many time. We have
been assisting the BOM for 12 months
while they wound down their services
after all these years. There is still a limited
service at Rockhampton at this time.
VMR Round Hill has been busy both on and off the
water.
With the state of Round Hill Creek a great concern
for the safety of our rescue boat crew first and
foremost and the boating community that enjoy our
area we have been working tirelessly behind the
scenes with MSQ (Maritime Safety Queensland),
Regional Harbour Master, Gladstone Port Authority,
National Parks and Gladstone Regional Council. At a
ocean electrics_Layout 1 18/03/13 9:43 AM Page 1

Further to this we have had meetings with Acting
Minister and departmental heads and have sent
numerous letters to relevant departments with our
concerns for Round Hill Creek and the safety for
all who use it. We thank MSQ (Maritime Safety
Queensland) staff for their support.
While the traffic in and out may not equate to
big $$$$$ in some eyes our commercial fishes,
recreational boaties and cruising boats along with

Specialists in Marine Electrics
(Australian and International Standards)

• Super Yachts
• Passenger Ferries
- Sales, Installation and Service - MTU Agents
- Marine Desalination Units - Marine Air Conditioning
- Generator Sets - Battery Charging and Inverters

• Charter Vessels
• Commercial Vessels
Unit B11 Gold Coast City Marina
76-84 Waterway Drive, Coomera, Q 4209
and 25 Byron Street, Bulimba, Q 4171
Phone: (07) 5502 9333
Email: ocean@gil.com.au
Web: www.oceanelectrics.com.au
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above: Wednesday, October 18 from
Round Hill Rescue of the conditions in
the search.

our community is suffering due to the lack of access and egress
especially since the Spirit of 1770 fire (May 2016), and the tourist flight
plane January 2017. With no tourist vessel operating to the reef for a
very long time and only limited access now our business community is
hurting.
There is no safe harbour, in case of emergencies or fatigue for the
cruising vessels between Bundaberg and Pancake Creek other than
Round Hill Creek – PLEASE WE NEED HELP NOW
Gladstone Water Police vessel PG Kidd and
Round Hill Rescue passing each other in the
safety of the creek.

We are using our Face Book Page VMR Round Hill to assist the boating
community and others with relevant information regarding Round Hill
Creek and other relevant information and we sincere thank those who
have assisted us in getting this up and running and contribute to our
safety messages. We appreciate the number of ‘hits’ we get and this
was so evident with the recent tragedy of Round Hill.
On Tuesday morning the October 17, 2017 at approximately 0650hrs
a MAYDAY call was received by our radio operator to advise that the
vessel On the level between Round Hill and Bustard Head had picked

round hill
up a survivor following the sinking of the rrawler
Dianne approximately seven hours ago with six
persons trapped inside gone down two to three miles
off Round Hill ...
Round Hill Rescue was activated and with a crew
of four began searching the area with the limited
information at the time. We were joined by the rescue
helicopter and in due course the Ki Ross who was
approximately 34nm from us but steaming towards us.
Water police vessels also were heading our way. Due
to the dangerous conditions the decision was made to
take the survivor to Pancake Creek, 12nm to the north
and arrangements were made to collect him from the
vessel for medical treatment.
Due to the very low cloud it was not suitable for the
aircraft. Arrangements were made to drop a Spot
tracker to assist with drift etc.
With weather conditions worsening and mindful of
the tide to safely enter Round Hill Creek Round Hill
Rescue returned to the creek at 1056hrs.
As one can imagine radios and phones were
running hot.
Two local vessels – Shifter (Kev Watson) and
Bullet Proof (Tony Clair) with the LARC doing
beach runs. Trawlers Madison and Benjamin
to assist in Wednesday search with the PV
Conroy as SAR control.
Wednesday an outstanding effort by all
involved with weather conditions extremely
rough but all continued with some damage
occurring to all vessels and at 1618hrs the
search was terminated due to the worsening
conditions.
Thursday due to the dangerous conditions
Round Hill Rescue, Shifter and Bullet Proof
did not participate in the search. Late
morning the PV Conroy and KI ROSS were
back in the area.
For the next 12 days Round Hill Rescue
and her crew – some crew totalled 98hrs
each for the search an average of 7+ hours
a day and radio operators were on duty
participating in the search. In the first few
days of the search Round Hill Rescue and
crew worked with the police vessel Conroy,
as SAR command and other vessels but
later worked on her own under the direction
of the Water Police. At all time VMR Radio
Operators supported the work of those on
the water ensuring their safety and well
being. Round Hill Rescue crew were:
Andy Cassingham (Skipper)
Laurie Rapa (Skipper and crew)
Dave Hazzard
Greg Hando
Archie Hutton

Ian Litttlewood with Josie Meng, Ruth Tidy, Neale
Inskip and Doug Meng radios and operations
Fuel used was 2354.59 litres.
We also assisted in ensuring the only survivor had
accommodation, clothing, medical assistance,
finances, meals and communications with his family
and wish to thank Mango Tree Motel and Paster Dan.
Our community also assisted in searching the
beaches for days and showed tremendous support
and love for the families and friends of all involved.
This is an extract from an appreciation email to VMR
Round Hill and Gladstone received from our On scene
SARMAC on the PV Conroy A/Sergeant Justin Dunn
Water Police Brisbane ...
Can you please pass onto your crew the appreciation
of myself and everyone in the Major Incident Room
(MIR) for your dedicated assistance looking for the
four outstanding members of the FV Dianne.

41

42

round hill

Search
and
Rescue
... I heavily relied on your respective organisations to
assist with that local knowledge ... I had to maintain
safety of yourselves and ensure I wasn’t going to put
you or your vessel in any further danger.
Both Gladstone and Round Hill VMR groups were
out on a daily basis without any hesitation in some
very trying conditions, and at times vessels were
damaged, we had issues with running out of fuel all
these things we adapted and overcame together.
I am also a volunteer ... and understand the amount
of time you dedicate to the job requires even more
support and understanding from your loved ones
and family so please thank them from myself also ...
Thanks
Family members of all the crew of the Dianne
expressed their heartfelt appreciation and gratitude
for the dedication and compassion shown by VMR
Round Hill.
Stephen Bennett MP Member for Burnett also address
State Parliament on Thursday 26th October 2017 on
behalf of the local community (see following story)
Special Thanks to VMR Hervey Bay, Bundaberg
and Gladstone who offered to assist with relief crew
during the first week especially, unfortunately we
were also flooded in at the time! Our State Training
Manager Rob Brock for all the support.
Gladstone Water Police, Bill Johnston, Jeff Barnett,
Neale Whalley, John Kerran and Stacey with our local
police Simon Burns, Ian Hetherington, Joe Abbott,
Sgt Jock Edwards (in spirit) and Nikki Edwards with
our Queensland Ambulance Service OIC Brett Schultz
and paramedic our sincere thanks for your ongoing
support of VMR Round Hill, we certainly cannot do
this without you at our backs.
Josie Meng
VMR Round Hill

updates from
last week
Stephen Bennett’s address to State Parliament on
Thursday, October 26, 2017 on behalf of the local
community.
The communities of Agnes Water/1770, in the
northern part of my electorate, have been rocked by
yet another tragedy after a fishing vessel, Dianne
sunk off the coastline of 1770.
I stand before you today to acknowledge the brave
men and women in this community – our unsung
heroes – who selflessly joined the extensive search
and rescue efforts of the trawler crewmen lost at sea.
Many people from this incredibly resilient community
have braved the treacherous seas in the desperate
search including Josie Meng and crew from VMR
Round Hill, Tony and Sandy Clairs from 1770
Creek2Reef on board the private vessel Bulletproof,
Neil Mergard at 1770 LARC Tours, Agnes Water
emergency services and Agnes Water Police, along
with local other fishermen and other residents who
offered their assistance where they could.
I would also like to acknowledge Mango Tree Motel
who provided lone survivor Ruben McDornan with
accommodation.
I couldn’t be prouder of this tight community
for pulling together at this distressing time. The
community of Agnes Water/1770 has had their fair
share of tragedies in recent times, and they continue
to show their strength, resilience and compassion. In
further demonstrating their depth of compassion, the
community has now set up a fund to help the families
of the fishermen involved in this tragedy.
Our thoughts are with the families of the crewmen at
this difficult time.
Unfortunately, I must also highlight that the search
efforts are being hampered by the ongoing issue
of dredging Round Hill Creek. VMR Round Hill has
reported that boaties often get stuck on the sand bar
at the Round Hill Creek marine entry point. This is
obviously a serious safety concern, as our VMR crew

round hill
often has difficulties responding to marine rescue
incidents like this tragedy.
I cannot talk about the communities of the Discovery
Coast without mentioning their sheer frustrations on
another serious matter threatening their livelihoods.
Every time the region experiences major weather
events, the communities of Agnes Water/1770, and
nearby communities of Baffle Creek, Rosedale,
Lowmead are left isolated for weeks at a time. This is
not new information – I have campaigned vigorously
on this issue and members will recall I have
highlighted the plight of these residents on a number
of occasions to flood-proof the main access routes
into the area.
Yet here we are and again, with locals and business
owners again pleading for action after their
communities were again left stranded after last week’s
downpour.
That’s at least 2000 permanent residents cut off from
the rest of the region for the week due to flooding. Cut
off from vital health services and medical supplies,
food supplies, schools and other essential services.
Further highlight their plight – the local pharmacy had
even run out of certain medications.
In this day and age, everyone deserves connectivity
to reach vital services.
But it’s not just the residents who are cut off. It’s the
4000 visitors per week who are cut off from accessing
the township. These are the 4000 tourists each week
that these communities heavily rely on for their bread
and butter, given that tourism is the main economic
driver for the region.

Top right and centre: Survivor Ruben McDorman
being taken off the police vessel and, right, onto the
helicopter.
right: Flowers at 1770.
Images by Warrick Wintle from Dragonfly UAV

Enjoy the moment
We’ve got you covered
Toll Free 1300 780 533
www.nautilusinsurance.com.au
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Last week alone saw group bookings and large
events such as a Rotary Conference of 250 delegates
being cancelled along with other forward bookings.
I cannot stress enough tourism is the lifeblood of the
region and businesses simply cannot survive these
significant economic losses.
These communities deserve so much better. These
weather events threaten the future sustainability of
this community.
When the people of the Discovery Coast are needed
in times of distress, they have proven time and time
again that they are there. Now it’s time to help them.
These main access routes into the region must be
flood-proofed as a matter of urgency.
“My son in law Ruben McDornan is the young man
who survived the sinking of the fishing boat Dianne on
Monday night and was taken to your town.
I don’t know names of all of the people who came to
his aid but we are so thankful and grateful for what
you did.
You cared, clothed, fed, provided shelter and
protected him in his time of need.

I also want to thank all who took part in the search for
his six mates who are missing.
Your kindness and efforts will not be forgotten.
We can never thank you all enough for what you did
for Ruben and the other boys.
Thank you so so much”
Jenny Taylor Cairns
Thank you taken from Facebook with permission from
Jenny Taylor.
If you have information for police, contact Policelink
on 131 444 or provide information using the online
form 24hrs per day.
You can report information about crime anonymously
to Crime Stoppers, a registered charity and
community volunteer organisation, by calling
1800 333 000 or via crimestoppersqld.com.au 24hrs
per day.

bundaberg
Activations

S

ince the last journal article VMR Bundaberg
has been involved in 22 activations, ensuring
the safety of 35 people. Activations covered
the full spectrum of VMR activity including SAR, fuel
problems, flat battery, a range of breakdown issues
drifting, an EPIRB false alarm and a medivac.
Rough conditions on September 22 resulted in dirty
fuel and shortage of fuel filters caused an engine
stop for a 47’ fly bridge cruiser just south of Burnett
Heads. Bundy Rescue 2 was activated to tow the
vessel to Bundaberg Port Marina.

their rigging and had rigging around their propeller.
Bundy Rescue 2 departed at 10:45 and towed the
sailing boat back to the Bundaberg Port Marina for
a 62nm round trip, arriving just before dark and just
as the next storm hit Burnett Heads. On the way
whales, dolphins and a tug towing a work platform
were sighted. Conditions were very good and the
water was a beautiful blue colour which was in direct
contrast as we entered the Burnett River which was at
minor flood levels and dirty brown.

Then on September 23 Bundy Rescue 2 was activated
by the police to search for a dismasted catamaran off
Oak’s Beach at Burnett Heads. A search around the
given coordinates proved unsuccessful. It transpired
the two man crew had abandoned the vessel and
towed it to shore with the tender. Good outcome, but
better communication is indicated.
On Saturday morning, October 7 a routine towing
training exercise quickly became a reality for the crew
of Bundy Rescue 2 when they responded to a request
for assistance from the skipper of a 5m half cabin
runabout with outboard motor problems. The vessel
with 3 POB was located 35nm northeast of Burnett
Heads and was towed back to port in relatively calm
seas some five hours later.

5m half cab zipping along behind Bundy Rescue 2.

On October 12 VMR Bundaberg was activated to a
31’ cruiser with electrical problems. The vessel was
towed to the Bundaberg Port Marina. The single
handed mariner had spent overnight dismantling
his starter motor in an attempt to get going. Whilst
conditions were generally good there was a short
chop due to the northerly winds to make it just that
little bit uncomfortable. The 16.5nm round trip was
completed without incident.
The Bundaberg region has experienced several
significant electrical storms in the last quarter. Spare
a thought for the crew of a 12m sailing boat who were
caught out near Fraser Island in an electrical storm
overnight on October 22-23. They suffered damage to

12m yacht with fouled
rigging towed back to
Burnett Heads, while the
whales entertained.
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The minor floods in the Burnett River in October
have again exposed the issue of drifting unmanned
vessels. VMR Bundaberg was activated on October
3 and 8 to reposition such vessels after obtaining
Harbour Master’s authority. We now have an
expedited process to obtain such approvals which
will allow more timely intervention.
On November 5 a QAS activation involved taking
a paramedic to fishing shacks at Skyringville on
Barubbra Island to evacuate a gentleman with a
severe back injury. Access to Skyringville is very
dependent on the tide and local knowledge, with
access across shoals to the north of the Burnett
River rock wall, or from the river through a ‘hole in
the wall’ above half tide. VMR’s 5m Bundy Rum with
the paramedic on board accessed Skyringville from
the ocean and transferred the patient on a back
board to an ambulance waiting further upstream in
the blind estuary. Bundy Rum had to exit the estuary
by negotiating the narrow channel through the
mangroves and the ‘hole in the wall’.
Marine Rescue Bundaberg was activated by Qld
Police early on November 9 to go to the assistance
of a lone female sailor who had been battling poor
conditions for the last three days on a voyage from
Noumea to Bundaberg. Her vessel began taking on
water which also saw the Bundaberg based LifeFlight
Rescue Helicopter put on standby. Bundy Rescue 2
completed the 7.5 hour mission in seas reaching over
3m at times. Her vessel was towed back and she was
relieved to finally arrive in port. The crew of Bundy
Rescue 2 acknowledged her seamanship and skills
in handling her vessel. The family of the lone sailor
also complimented the crew of Bundy Rescue on the
professional accomplishment of the mission.

LifeFlight crew member with an EPIRB tracker to the
suspected area and to further triangulate the EPIRB.
There was a choice of seven vessels initially but
it was soon narrowed down to three and then one.
The owner was contacted and it transpired that the
EPIRB was an old out of date one and was stored in
a hatch. The EPIRB was subsequently deactivated.
Remember to check your EPIRB is in date and is well
secured.

There was an activated EPIRB on one of these vessels.

At 17:20 on November 24 the radio room was advised
a 41’ yacht, en-route Hamilton Island to Brisbane,
was about 20nm south of Burnett Heads and would
be coming into Port Bundaberg for propeller repairs.
The yacht was to sail up to the channel leads after
which VMR Bundaberg would assist it into port. Our
crew was assembled by 20:30 and departed for the
yacht at 21:00. The rendezvous was conducted in
very choppy seas. After the challenge of repairing
a broken towline everything went smoothly, with the
yacht docked at the Port Marina at 23:23. It was
midnight for the stand-down at base.

VMR Bundaberg was requested by LifeFlight
Bundaberg on November 15 to assist them in the
search for an activated EPIRB in Long Reach Burnett
River. Our 5m Bundy Rum was used to transport a

Generous Friends

Organising the tow for the lone sailor from Noumea and the
vessel on tow in rough seas.

VMR Vice President happily receives the cheque from
our supporting service clubs.

In the last journal we reported on the success of
the 11th VMR Bundaberg Family Fishing Classic.
Well the success was on-going. Representatives of
Bargara and Bundaberg Rotary, Bargara Lions and
Lionesses presented VMR Bundaberg with a cheque
for $8,000, representing the profits from food sales at
the Classic. Thank you to our friends in these service
clubs.

bundaberg
Bundaberg is the busiest port on the east coast
for customs clearance of overseas yachts. Over
the years a tradition has emerged for yachties
to converge on Bundaberg ahead of the cyclone
season. The convergence is now called the ‘Down
Under Rally’ and is associated with a week of social
events at the Bundaberg Port Marina. As a result of
a ‘swap meet’ event and a raffle night the organisers
decided to donate the proceeds of $1,035 to VMR
Bundaberg in recognition of our role in supporting
overseas yachties and the friendly pratique contact to
facilitate contact with Border Force.

On November 21 Bundy Rescue 2’s crew spent the
morning exercising with the LifeFlight helicopter off
Burnett Heads for the reaccreditation of the flight
crew for marine winching. Over several sorties the
crews completed recovery of a survival capsule,
taking a rescue crewman on board, and recovery of a
person from the water. It was a valuable exercise for
both crews.

LifeFlight rescue swimmer boards Bundy Rescue 2 from the air.

The Down Under
logo and President
Peter Watson
receives the
proceeds of social
events.

Our boat crews have to undertake demonstration of
survival at sea capacity within six months of joining
VMR. This exercise was undertaken in the swimming
pool on November 25, with a VMR Round Hill
member joining in. State Training Officer Tom Hudson
conducted the assessment of skills including. Tests
included floating with a jacket in the HELP position to
conserve body heat, the survival huddle, swimming
and towing a person as well as life raft righting and
boarding. After the pool session activity transferred
to the VMR base for ignition of flares and firefighting.
Well done chaps.

Training
As part of our training program boat crews are
required to be familiar with the hull features of various
vessels. We are fortunate to have a memorandum of
understanding with management of the hard stand at
Bundaberg Port Marina for this purpose. UTC John
O’Callaghan recently took members on an inspection
of hard stand vessels.
The guys in a
huddle for ESS
assessment and
cooperation
for life raft
boarding.

Inspecting the hull of a trawler on the hard stand.

Graham Kingston
Public Relations Officer
Marine Rescue Bundaberg
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Holdfast
You would not leave your vehicle in a car park with the windows down, the keys in the ignition,
and full tank of fuel on board. Rain or vandals could damage it, let alone stolen, and then go on
to cause all sorts of additional issues for a lot of other people.

S

o it is not hard to see that you just would not
leave your boat unattended swinging around
on its anchor. You might say you can lock it up
and head ashore, just as you would leave the car and
head into the shopping centre, but they are not the
same. There is no ‘P’ to move the gear selector to,
and no handbrake to apply. There is far more of an
onus on you to apply a reasonable common sense
test, and ask yourself, am I really doing the best thing
by all?
Boats are more like a constant state of flux than
cars. They are susceptible to multiple inputs, often
simultaneously. Usually it is not one thing going awry
that leads to disaster, but more like a collection, or
string, with the first merely one stop on train ride to a
very bad place.
Of course, the old adage about a chain is only as
strong as its weakest link comes to mind promptly,
and it is incredibly apt here, given that this is an
article about leaving your boat unattended whilst at
anchor. Boats stop and go by virtue of things like
anchors or ropes to quay, and then sails or engines.
All these things have variables, like depth of water,
wind, fuel and so on. We have another article about
how best to perform safe anchoring, which you can
read here. (hyperlink to http://www.pantaenius.com.
au/en/news-events/news/newsartikel/news/safeanchoring-1.html)
The key here is to remember to never turn your back
on the ocean. Weather and tides change all the
time. What might have been a safe anchorage when

above left: Whilst other boats ride on their
moorings, the one that was at anchor has not stayed in
the same position.
above right: All is held fast for now, but if it did not,
then in a strong trade wind like this, your boat would
promptly go and meet the lee shore.
Images John Curnow

you arrived could turn into a 6kt tidal flow on the
next change. Alternatively, a new wind may blow in
from nowhere, and if you’re up at dinner or asleep
in a hotel ashore, you’ve just left your boat to make
choices for itself, and without human intervention they
always go for the one with the biggest muscles.
At that point you’re asking your insurer to make a leap
of faith for you, and the answers may not necessarily
be the ones you want to hear, either. Leaving a boat
unattended at anchor for an extended period of
time overnight, or even during the day, is risky due
to potential changes in the overall weather window.
Namely tide, wind, and waves; any one of them in
isolation can be serious, and with all three it’s pretty
much bound to be.
So before you step off, ask yourself, “Am I taking a
risk that I want to take, or am I taking a risk lightly
because my insurance company will deal with it?”
Remember, it is only if you are not on board, because
if you are, you can do something to prevent it going
from a simple anchor dragging to a total misery.
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Cast away your worries

Chain does corrode, and then pieces stay on the
sea floor, which can then foul your anchor, causing
it to drag. Images John Curnow

That’s the human intervention we mentioned earlier.
There are your own senses to help you, and also
many an electronic aid in the form of radar and GPS.
Ultimately, it’s no accident if a boat drags when you
are not there. More like a matter of time really, and
one example comes to mind immediately. A section
of corroded chain on the sea floor fouled an anchor
when it moved, and the boat up top had a speedy
and sorry demise to near death, many miles away.
The owners had been on board for several days
waiting to get into a local marina, and decided that
as nothing had happened already, that they could go
ashore for the night.
The simple version is that the wind rose, the tide
dropped and the boat was holed, lost a rudder and
sail drive all together, as well as extensive damage
from water ingress into the starboard hull. Her 30m of
10mm chain and 30kg CQR were rendered useless as
the damage bill climbed towards $100,000 and took
four months to rectify, all of which becomes a very
expensive night ashore.

www.hqhh.de 06/2016

So what does it all mean? Well you should consider
hiring someone to be your anchor watch. In a lot of
the world it is cheap, and then too, in other parts it
is downright dangerous, so you need to pick your
country. Also, you can always reshuffle the deck so
you can get a berth in a marina, and then have that
precious time ashore.

Now if you want clarification on your policy, or to
review your requirements, please talk with the crew
that know boats. Go to www.pantaenius.com.au or
call +61 2 9936 1670 today and see why everything
from superyachts to global cruisers choose the
marine originated, all-risk policy that only Pantaenius
can provide you with.

GER145309

Simply put, just think of this. When you’re at anchor,
make sure your boat is held fast in the first place,
and then keep checking it at regular intervals. Why?
Because things always change, and that’s especially
so when at sea.

Sydney · Phone +61-(0)2-9936 1670
pantaenius.com.au
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V

MR Jacobs Well has
recently taken delivery
of our new rescue
vessel, Jacobs Well Rescue
2, purchased to replace
Beenleigh 2. She is a Noosa
Cat 2400 Patrol with a walk
around cabin, fitted with a
pair of 150hp Mercury Sea
Pro outboards. As well, the
suite of modern electronics
is a welcome upgrade from
the previous vessel, and the
walk-through transom with
higher rails, provides a much
safer operating environment
for our crews.
Jacobs Well Rescue 2
has quickly become the
workhorse of the squadron,
as she is ideally suited to
the majority of our work, and is more economical to
run than the flagship Jacobs Well Rescue 1. She is
proving very solid and capable, and we look forward
to many years of service, as we have come to expect
from the quality Noosa Cat and Mercury brands. Also,
many thanks to Brisbane Marine who worked closely
with Noosa Cat during construction and fitout, and
continue to provide excellent support for our entire
fleet.

jacobs well
ISLAND BASE
Work is under way to renovate our island base,
located near Tipplers Resort on South Stradbroke
Island. Its prime location provides us with a second
base that is close to our busiest area. Many of our
callouts are to the Tipplers area, and by manning
Island base, response times are greatly reduced.
Proposed works include replacement of decking and
general upgrades to power and other facilities.

WILD BIRD RESCUES
An almost unknown service provided occasionally
by VMRJW is the assistance given to various
organisations that care for injured wildlife. Geoff Lind
is pictured here assisting with the release of a pelican
that had been hooked by discarded fishing tackle.
With the help of the Wild Bird Rescues organisation,
it was captured, the hook removed and the wound
treated, then released.
Red Crew skipper Brett Campbell assisted in the
capture and release of a pelican that had a large part
of its pouch missing, believed to be the result of a
shark attack. Brett took the wildlife carer out to locate

the injured bird, helped capture it, and return to the
base. After a few weeks rehabilitation at Currumbin
Wildlife Sanctuary, Brett assisted with Matilda’s
release in front of the rescue base.

NOTABLE JOBS
While fairly simple and straightforward, a recent jetski
tow from Couran Cove to Jacobs Well was notable for
it being the first activation for Jacobs Well Rescue 2.
The flooded jetski required a pump out first, before
the journey back to the ramp.
Since then she has been kept busy with a variety of
different taskings, including a pump out and side
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rest of the journey. 2.5kts against the current made for
a very long and challenging job!

AGM
The 2017 AGM has been run, resulting in the election
of a new committee. Some familiar faces have
returned to the committee, promising to continue the
momentum built up by the outgoing committee. Thank
you to the outgoing committee members for all of your
hard work in what is sometimes a thankless job.

SEASONS GREETINGS

tow of a bowrider into Horizon Shores, and a rather
unorthodox method for moving a sizeable piece of
floating debris into the shore!
Our other vessel, Jacobs Well Rescue 1, has also
been busy with a few very large and tricky jobs. On
a particularly windy weekend for Red Crew, a 51’
cruiser lost its anchor and steering when the chain
was fouled in the prop, and was blown aground in
the very early hours of the morning. A slow tow to
Calypso Bay ensued, with the very relieved owner
happy to be on solid ground again.
Our mid-week Purple A crew were recently called
upon to tow a 65ft houseboat from Horizon Shores
to Gold Coast City Marina. Initially a side tow in the
confines of the marina, changing to a long tow for the

It’s that time of year when we reflect on the year
that’s been. All members (of all VMR squadrons)
should feel proud of the contribution they make to
boating safety. We would also like to acknowledge
the strong contribution and support we receive from
the local business and boating community, without
which we would not be able to provide the service
we do. Particular thanks goes to long time supporters
Harrigan’s Drift Inn at Calypso Bay and Jacobs Well
Tavern, for their support in allowing us to sell raffle
tickets each week that provide the bulk of the budget
required to fuel our vessels, and Horizon Shores
Marina for their support.
The committee and members of VMRJW would like to
wish all of our fellow squadron members a very Merry
Christmas, and a safe and prosperous New Year.

whitsundays

2

017 will go down as quite a year for VMR
Whitsunday, with TC Debbie at the end of March
and the delivery of Abell Point Marina VMR1 in
July. It has as a result, been very busy and at times
quite trying for all concerned, and on behalf of the
Management Committee may I please extend our
thanks to all active crew for a job well done over
the year. Your efforts have put us into a very good
position as we move into 2018, as we build a stronger
club that will allow us to do what we do best – saving
lives at sea.
Testing will soon be underway on a new phone
system that will direct calls directly to the person that
is responsible for the relevant area of our operations,
and that should ease the load on our emergency
phone holders. For an insight into what phone holders
have to do, see the article below.
The stairs and access area to our base are
being replaced with more durable and stronger
components, thanks to a substantial grant from
Aurizon. The training room is also being refurbished
thanks to a grant from Macrossan and Amiet.
The radio repeaters on Hayman and Mt Robinson are
now both operational in time for the busy season,
and we will also be installing wind generators on both
sites to provide backup capacity to the solar panels.
All work has been covered by a number of grants
and cyclone recovery funds, and with the assistance
of MSQ, Heli Biz and National Parks. Hayman has a
new repeater but the balance of the work required
with solar and wind and equipment upgrades will take
place in the New Year in more suitable weather.
By the time you read this the Marine Club will be
looking sparkling new thanks to the generosity of
Dulux, who are providing paint and tradesmen to
repaint the whole building. Thank you Dulux!

Emergency Phone Holders –
What do they do?
This is a light hearted information session on a small
part of a day for a 24/7 VMR Emergency Phone
Holder. There are not many people in VMRW who
have any understanding of this. The rest might have
absolutely NO IDEA. This is to give you others a
‘sneak peek’
3.30am is recognised as the time when people are in
their deepest sleep cycle (most natural deaths occur
then also) For me it was the end of my sleep tonight –
‘cos I received a call from the Mackay Police starting
the process for todays (first) simple activation. A
vessel had broken down north of Hayman Island and
maybe needed assistance – but the Police could not
make contact to get more information. What are we
going to do?
Remember, one has to be absolutely accurate in
everything – even though you are dealing with people
who are in different levels of panic. And the phones

tend to be at their max. range and are breaking
up and/or effected by wind etc. You also might be
dealing with relayed messages from a third party who
also could be getting / giving inaccurate information.
On the last call before Abell Point Marina VMR1
left APM, I was talking to Mal to give him all the
necessary information and trying to read the skipper
of the other vessels phone number, Mal offered help
by saying just read the last number on the phones
call list. Not so easy – the list for this simple activation
was 18 calls long. (The actual phone number for the
person was 16 numbers prior to the last call with Mal)
That is, there were 18 phone calls to organise this one
simple activation. These occurred between 3.30am
and 4.05am ie 18 phone calls in 35 minutes ie. one
phone call every two minutes – all needing to be
accurately monitored and recorded.
These calls ranged from the Mackay Police, the
Whitsunday Police, the vessel wanting assistance,
and another vessel (Boomerang) relaying
information, who were standing by if the need arose
in Stonehaven. The calls also involved getting a
crew together – No one answers their phones at this
hour of the morning even though they say they are
available for call outs. Many thanks to the few who do
(did tonight) answer their phones. (Mal, Tom, Tim and
Rod on this occasion)
This is just one small part in the day of a 24/7
Emergency Phone Holder. Some of you might be
interested – or, now, at least better informed of the
important things that actually go on behind the
scenes.
I wonder what the rest of the day will bring. My next
phone call will hopefully be at about 7am when Mal
calls to inform me they are safely back. (I am writing
this while I am waiting)
Cheers – Fin

VMRW President’s comments:
We are grateful for the time and efforts put into this
process by each of our phone holders, and are
working on upgrades to our phone system to try and
make the whole process easier for all concerned.
The work done by the phone holders is very much
appreciated.
We are always looking for more volunteers not only
as boat crew, but for phones, weekend radio base
duties, and so on. If you are interested, go to the
VMR Whitsundays web page to sign up. Training is
provided, so how about putting something back into
the community like our other dedicated volunteers.
We need you.
Some of our more interesting activations follow.
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Activation: November 8, 2017
Task: Non-member, vessel broken down north of
Hayman Island, 7 pob.
Crew: Tom, Tim, Rod, Skipper Mal.

Activation: September 26, 2017
Task: Non-member, 19’ bowrider broken down at
the Whitehaven beach campsite.
Crew: Tom, Jim, Michel, Skipper Geoff S.

I was asleep – sort of – having been woken at 3:30
as a few drops of rain started and I had gotten up
to close the hatches – we were at Abell Point Marina
overnight getting a few jobs done on our boat. I had
just got back to bed when VMR rang (I use “Help!”
as the VMR ringtone). It was Fin at 3:49am telling
me that a small vessel about 7.5m long had broken
down and was drifting about a mile north of Hayman
Island, he was a non-member but was in need of a
tow after a mechanical failure. I was on Abell Point
Marina VMR1 just after 4am and was joined by Tom,
Rod and Tim shortly after. After pre-departure checks
were completed we departed Abell Point at 4:30am,
logging in with VTS Hay Point as we got under way.

Abell Point Marina VMR1 left APM at 09.45 full of
confidence on a stunning spring day. On the way to
Whitehaven we went through several hoops trying to
get more, and confirm information, on our target.

We were able to confirm the vessel’s location by vhf,
and making full use of the FLIR and Radio Direction
Finder we made our way past Hayman in 10kts of
easterly and a slight chop – but that changed once
we passed Hayman Island with seas of half a metre
plus, but the new boat handled them well. We located
our target a couple of miles north of Hayman at
5:30am – a commercial vessel with 7 pob as well
as dive gear, they had been out watching the coral
spawn. It was too rough to transfer passengers to
lighten the tow, so we did a slow tow into the shelter
of Blue Pearl Bay before transferring five of the
passengers onto Abell Point Marina VMR1 and getting
a better tow secured line for the tow back to Port of
Airlie.
The vessel was taken alongside for the final transit
into Port of Airlie where a low tide meant we had to
deposit them on the end of the pontoon as we were in
very shallow water off the boat ramp, about 7:30am.
After going back to Abell Point to refuel and move
back to our own berth, Abell Point Marina VMR1 was
washed down and put to bed, all done by 8:45am.
Total activation time 4.25 hours, and well done to
Tom, Rod and Tim.

The request for help had come via Parks and Wildlife
who didn’t answer any of the numbers we tried.
The target couldn’t use his radio either so it was
vague to say the least. Even though the weather was
perfect, we were worried we were wasting our time.
11.30 saw us at Whitehaven alongside a sterndrive
bowrider. The owner was on the beach and waded
out to his boat. The boat wouldn’t start and the owner
reported much smoke and heat from the starter
solenoid previously. We thought it unwise to pursue
the matter.
After getting out into deeper water we were getting
set for the tow when the Water Police came close to
say hello. They thought it was a perfect opportunity
for a run round the Islands as well. We departed
Whitehaven at 11.30 bound for Shute. Conditions
were still perfect so we had the first coffee on an
activation – thanks to Tom and Mr Woolies. The
machine worked as it should.
Michel took us to Shute but we were not sure what
drop off options to expect after TC Debbie. Sure
enough, there was only one finger and that had a big
gate across the entrance. So that was out. We were
going to look at the barge wharf when the owner
asked to be dropped off at the edge of the ramp, then
he would drop anchor and get his trailer.
We were on our way at 13.20 and back to APM for
fuel at 13.55 and the pen by 14.15 for a quick wash
down. 4.5 hrs
Activation: September 26, 2017
Task: Member broken Down, Triangle Reef
Crew Michel, Tom and Rod. Skipper Mal
Abell Point Marina VMR1 was activated today to
assist a member that had broken down at Triangle
Reef, near Hook Reef, and about 36 miles from Airlie
Beach. VMR1 departed Abell Point Marina at 11:20am
and was alongside the 19ft half cabin boat at 1pm,
after beautiful conditions en route with 5-10kts of
north to north-easterly in hazy conditions. It was nice
to find the stricken vessel exactly where they said
they were on the GPS – it is not always that easy!
After completing the necessary paperwork they were
towed back to Abell Point Marina at 20 knots with
even less wind than on the outward journey. After
putting the towed boat on the boat ramp jetty VMR1
was refuelled and back in its berth and washed
down by 4pm, total activation time four hours and 40
minutes.
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We dropped our people off on the ramp finger then
fuelled up and into the pen for 13.50.
Beautiful day, a simple run and a good crew –
perfect.

Abell Point VMR1 performed very well, sitting on 22kts
at 2700rpm and using just 115 litres per hour on the
way out and 20kts at slightly lower revs on the way
back – still giving 120 litres per hour towing a 19ft half
cabin with three pob! Superb performance and the
photos show the advantage of the walk around decks
for ease of access. Love the new boat!
Many thanks to the crew of Michel, Tom and Rod for
putting in the time for what could have been a very
long activation – all went well thanks to their capable
crew work.
Activation: November 1, 2017
Task: 6.1m runabout in Peter Bay with no engine.
Crew: Tom, Roger, Mal, Skipper Geoff S.
VTS Hay Point called; a vessel in Peter Bay with 5
POB was broken down. Once VTS understood our
Phone Holder does not have a radio they were happy
to relay and gather the rest of the info.
The conditions were perfect when Abell Point Marina
VMR1 left APM at 10.50. 12.00 saw us in Peter Bay
approaching our member who was anchored on the
edge of the drop off on the norther side of the bay.
They had been pottering along when there was a
very loud bang from the engine then nothing. Sounds
expensive.
We picked them up off our bow and reversed out into
the bay for the hook up. It was straightforward, the
paperwork was completed and we were on our way
by 12.12. Another easy run home at 2500, 18kts and
110 l/hr arriving at APM 13.20.
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Activation: November, 16, 2017
Task: Medivac, Nara Inlet
Crew: Geoff, Tom, Ron. Skipper Ray
We were carrying out training beside an APM marina
berth when we received a Medivac call from the 24/7
phone holder for a medivac to Nara, so we returned
to our berth, unloaded crew and waited for QAS.
With Geoff, Tom and Ron as crew we departed APM
at 1820 and headed across the Whitsunday passage
to Nara Inlet where a person on a Charter vessel had
dislocated his shoulder. The trip across the passage
was reasonably smooth and we located the vessel
just inside Nara Inlet where they transferred the

We arrived there at 17.30 and after circumnavigating
Gumbrel contacted the target again. The phone
was unreadable because of a very loud, shrill noise.
Fortunately the target sent us a text saying they were
anchored on the western side of Olden.
Off we went again, this time to Olden, and found
them easily. The shrill noise was their high water level
alarm. We got alongside and whilst we moved them
further into the lee of Olden transferred our electric
bilge pump across. It didn’t take long for the water
level to drop and the bloody alarm to stop howling.
Everyone gave a huge sigh of relief. We felt sorry for
the two on the Sea Ray as they had had to put up
with it for a couple of hours. It transpired the boat had
been checked over and declared
“all okay” yet neither of the fitted
bilge pumps was pumping and
there was a large leak on the motor
side of the salt water pump!
17.50 saw us heading back to
APM with Tom’s hook in place. We
changed that for Tom’s Cat Bridle
attached to the boats midships
cleats, and we set off at 2,000rpm
and mid 9’s slowing to 8’s rounding
Grimstone. We were alongside the
APM ramp finger at 19.40, fuelling
at 19.50 and pen by 20.10.
Activation: November 27, 2017
Task: 36’ Steel Fishing Boat
sinking at its mooring. And a
Medivac. And a Police job!
Crew: Tom, Michel, Jim, Geoff .

patient and we returned to APM fuelled up and were
finished in two hours. Thanks to the crew
Activation: November 18, 2017
Task: 24’ SeaRay sinking between Gumbrel and
Saddleback, 2 POB.
Crew: Ronnie, Rod, Michel, skipper Geoff.
Gay rang from the radio room; a member was sinking.
He was drifting near Gumbrel and Saddleback but
couldn’t give an accurate position.
When we arrived at Abell Point Marina VMR1 we
learned he was only taking water when the motor was
running which is why he was drifting. We left APM at
16.35 and headed for Gumbrel in a slight chop and
15kts from the south-east. On the way we found out
the target was now on the western side of Gumbrel.

Bill, the emergency phone holder,
called at 12.00. A vessel in the
middle of the moorings out the
front of APM was sinking. The call
originated from MSQ/Water Police.
The owner had been contacted, he
was on his way from Townsville and
we had permission to board and
pump out what we could. Later we
were warned that the hold was full
of oily water and couldn’t be pumped without a major
pollution risk but the water in the tiller flat looked
okay.
We then learned we had a medivac from Hammo as
well as a prisoner to be delivered from Hammo to
APM as soon as we had finished the inspection. All
very confusing.
We left APM at 12.35 and it took a while to find the
boat as it was on the south-west edge of the moorings
(nowhere near the middle) and didn’t have a name
or number showing. When we arrived we had a quick
inspection. The duck board was almost underwater
and no Antifoul was showing in the stern area. The
hold had a lot of very foul water with all sorts of
rubbish floating in it. The tiller flat had some floating

57
stuff as well but the water,
although rusty, was relatively
clear. We transferred the
petrol pump and hoses across
and soon had the water level
dropping.
When we had the level down
as far as we could and
couldn’t see any obvious
leaks, we left the pump
on board ready to go, if
necessary, and returned to
APM to pick up the paramedic.
En route we contacted MSQ
to let them know what we had
done. We picked up the ambo
and departed at 13.35 arriving
outside Hammo at 14.30 and
finally alongside at 14.50 as
the marina had not been told
of any incident and were not
expecting us. The trip across
the passage was a good tryout
for the new boat as we had a
solid 20kt breeze against the
tide. The boat hardly noticed
the bumps.
The paramedic went off to
check out the patient whilst
we kept trying to find out what
was happening and when.
Later we found out we were
to carry the patient, who was also the prisoner, the
paramedic, and two police back to APM and they
would be on board shortly. Before we left at 16.10 we
gained another two police making a total of 10 POB.
We had an uneventful trip home arriving at 17.05. We
dropped the passengers and went out to the trawler
to check it again and pick up the pump. We arrived
at the same time as the owner and his son. There was
a little water in the tiller flat which we pumped out

quickly then on to the paperwork. We gave the owner
and son a lift back to APM where we fuelled and
returned to the pen at 17.40.
Thanks to the crew for their patience and good spirits
during the long day. Whilst we were cleaning the boat
Tony turned up with some more provisions (Lamb
and Vegetables no less and bottled water) and was
pleased to know we had used some of the meat pies
and coffee, most welcome. Eat your heart out Fin.
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Wave Monitoring
Buoys: Sensitive
Types Best Avoided
For many of us, the study of waves is something we might do when casting an eye out over
the breakers to anticipate when best to start paddling a surf board or crossing a bar – the
former being a fun pursuit and the latter a somewhat more careful safety consideration for
getting our boats out to a favourite fishing ground or back to the harbour or boat ramp.

B

ut for the Queensland government the study of
waves is a much more mathematically exacting
matter with far-reaching consequences. The
government needs to study how waves impact our
waters in all kinds of weather so as to inform a wide
range of people who rely on knowing what the sea will
do.
These include government agencies planning
to protect lives and property when, for instance,
cyclones approach the coast. They also include
planners and engineers designing and building
coastal structures, captains and crew of ocean-going
vessels needing reliable forecasts of sea conditions
from weather forecasters up to 48 hours in advance,
and businesses and agencies planning port activities.
A key method by which waves are studied by the
Queensland government is by the use of wave
monitoring buoys such as the one pictured here.
From a distance it might look like a buoy mooring and
nothing out of the ordinary. But it is what it has inside
that means ‘out of the ordinary’ it most definitely is.
It’s a kind of ‘VIP’ among buoys and, like many VIPs
down through the years, a wave monitoring buoy is a
sensitive type best left alone.
Depending upon the model, inside it may be
an accelerometer – a finely calibrated piece of
equipment that precisely measures the up-and-down
motions of the ocean surface. It is mounted on a
horizontal, stabilised platform suspended in a fluidfilled sphere in the bottom of the buoy.
Alternatively it might be equipped with a GPS that
receives satellite signals as the buoy bobs up and
down on the waves and uses its onboard software
to calculate the wave monitoring buoy’s relative
movement using the GPS Doppler principle.
That makes any disturbance or interference with the
wave monitoring buoy’s natural movement an issue

of concern and something the maritime community
should be looking to avoid if at all possible.
Recently the Department of Science, Information
Technology and Innovation (DSITI), which owns
Queensland’s wave monitoring buoys, has become
concerned that they are being damaged or
compromised by boaties.

on the water with msq
This can happen in various ways, none of which
necessarily involve any intent by boaties to inflict
damage.
Some vessels are colliding with the buoys, sometimes
unaware they are there in the first place. Others are
using them as temporary moorings, again probably
unaware that even slight interference with the natural
movement of the buoys can skew the data they
provide and have unintended consequences.
Others, perhaps using them as handy references
for a favourite fishing spot, are anchoring too close,
casting a line and inadvertently fouling them with
fishing tackle – interfering with their movement or
perhaps slicing through the rubber shock chord that
is part of the mooring system with fishing line. If that
happens, the buoy floats free.
DSITI has approached Maritime Safety Queensland
for help to tackle this problem. While we have
powers to assist in some ways – such as by issuing
a Notice to Mariners (no.402 of 2017 found here),
one of the best methods we have at our disposal
is to communicate with ordinary boaties in a bid to
raise their awareness about the issue. And, from our
point of view, what better way to communicate with
responsible mariners than through this publication?

As you will see, our Notice to Mariners provides the
co-ordinates for where wave monitoring buoys are
located (a webmap is also located here) and advises
mariners to remain at least 100 metres clear of them.
We’d like to think that all responsible mariners would
like to do the right thing.
Indeed, it is in boaties’ interests to do so. For
instance, were you aware that you can find real time
conditions, provided by wave monitoring buoys,
before you go out on the water? Here is an example.
So, if you know that your intended course takes you in
close proximity to a wave rider buoy, please take care
to ensure you give it a wide berth. You could even
take it a step further and, if you become aware that
a buoy has been damaged or is not in the area it is
intended to be, phone 3869 9516 or email
coastal.sciences@dsiti.qld.gov.au to report it.
Queensland’s weather forecasters, coastal engineers,
port planners, port service providers and recreational
boaties will be the beneficiaries – and that’s pretty
much all of us, one way or another!

maritime Safety Queensland

tell uS About it!
Skippers must report all incidents on the water.
report it – you might save someone else’s life!

Visit your local Maritime Safety Queensland office or our website www.msq.qld.gov.au

01626

Where can i get more information?
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Radio Room Statistics: to October 31, 2017

SENATOR McGRATH VISITS VMRBI

YTD: 11276 Calls, 3286 vessels logged on, 176
Vessel Assists, 87 overdue vessels, 1129 Sitreps, Pan
Pan 1, and 123, Securité Broadcasts.
VHF 79%, 27mHz 10%.

Students visit from
North Lakes High School
Year 11 and 12 aquatics students (boys and girls
aged about 15-16 years old) from North Lakes High
School visited our base at 1300hrs August 9, 2017.
Their main interest in the visit was finding out more
about our technology, navigational methods on our
vessels, communication and rescue methods and
equipment used by Marine Rescue Bribie Island.

All aboard Bribie 2, from left: Coxswain Bob Skinner, Simone
Wilson, Vice Commodore Liz Radajewski, Senator James McGrath
Assistant Minister to the Prime Minister, Commodore Nathan
Gundry, Coxswain Ray Gibb, VMRBI Fundraiser Ray Adams.

Senator McGrath said the
Liberal National Coalition
Government contributed
$84,000 towards the purchase
of the new rescue boat from
its Community Development
Grants Programme earlier this
year.

Farewell Bazza
Students on board Bribie Two with Skipper Ian
Grimes and Vice Commodore Liz Radajewski.

HIGH TEA Saturday, August 18, 2017
Janine Jaavuo and her social committee put on
another spectacular high tea for 73 members and
guests at the Marine Rescue base with Michelle Abil
from Island Designs provided an entertaining fashion
parade. Michelle will donate 10% of sales to MVRBI.

Barry Neill passed away August 30 after a nearly 12
month battle with cancer. His funeral service was
held at Deception Bay Tuesday September 5, 2017.
Barry was a very likeable man, loved his family and a
good yarn, he had been a regular at Sunset Drinks, a
valuable fundraiser and one of our barbecue masters
until onset of his illness. Condolences are extended
to his family, he will be sadly missed by all that knew
him, he was 80 years old in April this year.

GOLF DAY FUNDRAISER
Friday, September 15, 2017, the VMRBI 5th Annual
Golf Fundraiser Day was held at The Bribie Island
Golf Club, Links Court, Woorim. It was a very pleasant
day with fluctuating light winds, the course and
surrounds were also in great shape.

left: Members and guests enjoying the fine fare.
centre: Social committee ladies preparing sweets, from
left: Dot Oldmeadow, Robyn Young, Sheryl Traill, Leona
Patrick and Brenda Allardyce.
right: Radio Operator and former Treasurer Mary Brown
and Coxswain Simon Middap received their 10 year
voluntary service certificates.

SUNSET DRINKS – August 25, 2017
Once again, this monthly event was very well
attended and the ladies of the social committee put
on another great spread of fish, with baked potatoes
and salad for only $5.

The event was a 4 Ball Ambrose, $40/player which
included green fees, a barbecue burger and drink.
Drinks cart on course, there were lots of prizes and
raffles – 139 players took to the field. Thanks to
the Bribie Island Golf Club we were able to raise
approximately $9,500 for the day.

EMERGENCY SERVICES CADETS
Thirty Emergency Services(es) cadets from all
over the State visited VMRBI Sunday, September
17, during a week-long training session at various
ES organisations. Funded by QFES the PCYC ES
Cadets Program assists young people to access
opportunities to develop personal qualities and
skills such as initiative, leadership, teamwork, self
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confidence and a sense of place in their community.
It’s purpose is to introduce Queensland’s young
people to different forms of ES training programs
which could lead them to careers in ES organisations.

September 17, 2017
VMRBI volunteers assisted with event parking for
The Wheels by the Water Classic Car Show at the
Sandstone Point Hotel. The hotel will donate proceeds
of that event to VMRBI.

Bribie One, Bribie Two and our 4WD assisting the stranded
trawler back to deep water. Rescue attempts had to wait for
high tide Sunday evening after 6pm, September 17, 2017.

SUNSET DRINKS – Friday, September 29, 2017
top: Cadets leap in to the water and swim to the life raft.
above: Once in the life raft, cadets then had to exit the life
raft and swim to the rescue boat.

top: Vice Commodore Liz Radajewski supervises flare
training with the cadets.
above: Cadets were taken for a trip in Bribie One showing
how all the electronic navigational equipment works.

The social committee provided hamburgers to the
large crowd, some 10 new members were present,
there was the usual raffles and once again Trevor
Botham provided music for the evening.

Left – Radio Operator John Hammond and his wife Kaye
with Commodore Nathan Gundry, and right raffle winner
Dot Oldmeadow with Vice Commodore Liz Radajewski and
Commodore Nathan Gundry.
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Green Sunday had a long call out from 1400hrs to
2000hrs Sunday, October 1, 2017 for the retrieval of
a beached trimaran 5nm south of the Caloundra Bar
on Bribie Beach. B1 and B2 dispatched to the scene,
and assisted by Coast Guard Caloundra. B1 dragged
vessel off the beach and away from the shore before
handing the tow to B2 which towed the trimaran to
Monty’s Caboolture River.

Bribie One tows the beached trimaran from the beach near
the fourth lagoon on the eastern side of Bribie Island.

B1 returned to base to prepare for second crew to
take over later in the day. Tow was slow 6kts in 1-1.5m
seas with an easterly of 10-15kts and showers, so it
was dark by the time B2 arrived at the South Cardinal
where B3 met her with a change of crew to continue
to Monty’s. B3 returned to base was loaded onto her
trailer and taken to the Caboolture river to assist B2
in the river as the trimaran had no rudder (damaged
during grounding on the beach). No sooner than the
crews put the trimaran on her mooring then they got
an activation for a flare sighting off Goodwin Beach
area so they searched that area for three hours until
2 9 - 4 - s a ni - l oo 1 2 0
stood down, so it was a VERY long day for some.

VMRBI RECOGNIsES SUPPORT

top left: VMRBI’s Vice Commodore Liz Radajewski
presents a VMR Plaque to Jeff from Aussie Meats & Seafood.
top right: Sharna Murray of Sylvan Beach Seafood.
above left: Jackie Wust of Wrights Fruit Barn.
above right: Martine Felschow from Sandstone Point Bake
House.
Left: Vice Commodore Liz
Radajewski presents a framed
photo of VMRBI rescue
vessels in action to Natalie
Tebbutt Bribie Island Hotel.
below left: Vice
Commodore Liz Radajewski
presents a framed photo of
three VMRBI rescue vessels
in action to Duty Manager
Steven Spano Bribie Island
RSL

1 4 - 0 6 - 2 6 T1 0 : 3 2 : 4 4 + 1 0 : 0 0

MERITORIOUS
SERVICE AWARDS

Darrel Cunnington
with his Service Award
for 15 years voluntary
service with VMRBI.

info@sani-loo.com.au
Complies with Grade C discharge requirements
Private and Commercial Vessels
The cost of a Sani-Loo ® is cheaper than the fine!

Trevor McCormack
(right) with his Service
Award for 10 years
voluntary service with
VMRBI.
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Joint Training @ VMRBI

Friday, October 15 a delegation from VMR Hervey
bay (VMRHB) visited to preseny a plaque dedicated
to the assistance from Gary Adams in setting up their
electronic log and membership database, which they
now propose to call the G-log instead of E-log.

Emergency Services expo – Sunday,
October 15, 2017

So not everything we do at VMR Bribie is in deep water.
Sometimes it is in the mud where the water used to be.
Glamorous! Graham Parker discussing the depth with
Coxswain Gary Voss.

VMRBI conducted an Elements of Ship Board Safety
Course on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at our base.
Three crew membrs from VMRBI and two crew
members from VMR North Stradbroke attended which
is an essential part of any crew’s training.

The pontoon at VMR Bribie was a hive of activity with
additional vessels from VMR Brisbane and Coast Guard
Redcliffe all open for inspection for the general public.

Despite inclement weather a reasonably large crowd
of approximately 1200 people attended the Combined
Emergency Services Expo. this is the leading Expo of
its kind in queensland which combined support and
participation at the local, state and national levels,
in the air, on land and in the water. It is part of a
state-wide campaign to prepare the community for
the storm and bushfire season. The Expo showcased
to the community the assets available and the
cooperation possible between the components of the
emergency services available should any disaster
arise on or near our island.

above Left: VMRBI’s Rod Chad leaps into the water
as part of his training watched by Vice Commodore Liz
Radajewski.
above Right: From top to bottom Kevin Frasier VMR
Bribie, David Clowers, North Stradbroke VMR, Fiona Fuller,
North Stradbroke VMR, Alan Gough, VMR Bribie and Rod
Chat, VMR Bribie.

Presentation from VMR Hervey Bay
Commodore Nathan Gundry, Senior Sgt Crawford, Raby,
Officer in Charge, Bribie Island Police, and Graham Gibb,
VMRBI Emergency Services Liaison Officer.

From left: Ray Harris from VMRHB, Secretary VMRHB Theresa
Harris. VMRBI Radio Officer Peter McNamara, VMRHB
Commodore John Smith, Vice Commodore VMRHB Jill Barclay,
VMRBI Assistant Radio Officer John Bodycombe.

Left: Emergency Services cadets getting instructions on the
SES watercraft capabilities.
Right: The Westpac Life Saver helicopter a very popular
exhibit to inspect at the Emergency Services Expo.
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right: TS Coopa Cadets,
SES Cadets and Bribie
Scouts on board the QPS
Tactical boat en-route to tour
the Police Command vessel
W Controy.
below Right: All on board.

The Westpac Life Saver Helicopter demonstrating a
water rescue in the Pumicestone Passage.

SES boats demonstrating techniques on the Passage.

Bribie One putting on a display showing its
capabilities as the Police Tactical Boat goes
past in the background.

Crowd watching the room/kitchen fire demonstration by Qld
Fire and Rescue.

Members from the Qld Fire and Rescue, Ambulance and
Police show how they all work together at the scene of a
serious car accident.

As if it wasn’t wet enough. The water cannon
demonstrated both fog and stram spraying from the
QFES’s Bronto Skylift F37 ladder truck, ending
displays for the day.
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