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STATE PRESIDENT’S REPORT      

Marine Rescue Queensland
RADIO COMMuNICATIONS
Squadron Call Sign  VHF Repeaters HF 27MHZ VHF 
   (2Meg)
VMR ST PAULS
VMR THURSDAY ISLAND VMR 422 22, 82 YES YES YES
VMR WEIPA VMR 430  YES YES YES
VMR AURUKUN VMR 498    YES
VMR KARUMBA VMR 490 80  YES YES
VMR BURKETOWN     YES
VMR MORNINGTON ISLAND VMR 457   YES YES
VMR BURDEKIN VMR 481 80 YES YES YES
VMR BOWEN VMR 487 21 YES YES YES
VMR WHITSUNDAY VMR 442 81, 82, 22 YES YES YES
VMR MIDGE POINT VMR 458 81, 21   YES
VMR MACKAY VMR 448 80, 21 YES YES YES
VMR GLADSTONE VMR 446 82 YES YES YES
VMR ROUND HILL VMR 477 81, 82 YES YES  YES
VMR BUNDABERG VMR 488 22, 80, 81 YES YES YES
VMR HERVEY BAY VMR 466 22 YES YES YES
VMR BRIBIE ISLAND VMR 445 81, 21  YES YES
VMR BRISBANE VMR 401 81 YES YES YES
VMR RABY BAY VMR 455 81 YES YES YES
VMR NORTH STRADBROKE VMR 449 81 YES YES YES
VMR VICTORIA POINT VMR 441 81 YES YES YES
VMR JACOBS WELL VMR 450 82 YES YES YES
VMR SOUTHPORT VMR 400 81, 82, 22 YES YES YES
VMR CURRUMBIN VMR 420 82 YES YES YES
VMR POINT DANGER VMR 460 22 YES YES YES

AFFILIATED SQuADRONS
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE ST PAULS Moa Island C/- Thursday Is. (07) 4069 4124
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE THURSDAY ISLAND PO Box 1018 Thursday Is. 4875 0407 757 532
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE WEIPA PO Box 580 Weipa 4874 (07) 4069 7535  
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE AURUKUN C/- Shire Council Aurukun 4871 (07) 4060 6120
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE KARUMBA PO Box 163 Karumba 4891 (07) 4745 9999
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BURKETOWN PO Box 68 Burketown 4830 (07) 4745 5101
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE MORNINGTON IS PO Box 1854 Gununa 4871 (07) 4745 7336
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BURDEKIN PO Box 167 Ayr 4807 (07) 4783 1014 
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BOWEN PO Box 130 Bowen 4805 (07) 4786 1950
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE WHITSUNDAY PO Box 298 Cannonvale 4802 (07) 4946 7207
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE MIDGE PT. PO Box 624 Midge Point 4799 (07) 4947 6274
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE MACKAY PO Box 235 Mackay 4740 (07) 4955 5448
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE GLADSTONE PO Box 797 Gladstone 4680 (07) 4972 3333
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE ROUND HILL PO Box 282 Agnes Water 4677 (07) 4974 9383
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BUNDABERG PO Box 566 Bundaberg 4670 (07) 4159 4349
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE HERVEY BAY PO Box 120 Urangan 4655 (07) 4128 9666
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BRIBIE ISLAND PO Box 85 Bribie Island 4507 (07) 3408 7596
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BRISBANE PO Box 201 Sandgate 4017 (07) 3269 8888
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE RABY BAY PO Box 87 Cleveland 4163 (07) 3821 2244
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE STRADBROKE PO Box 28 Dunwich 4183 (07) 3409 9338
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE VICTORIA POINT PO Box 273 Cleveland 4163 (07) 3207 8717
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE JACOBS WELL PO Box 279 Beenleigh 4207 (07) 5546 1100
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE SOUTHPORT PO Box 866 Southport 4215 (07) 5532 3417
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE CURRUMBIN PO Box 99 Currumbin 4223 (07) 5534 1000
VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE POINT DANGER PO Box 634 Coolangatta 4225 (07) 5536 9333

Well SNJ is 
finally here 
and taking 

effect. For those who 
have forgotten or who 
are not familiar with 
SNJ it stands for Single 
National Jurisdiction. 
It’s a strategy by the 
Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority 
(AMSA) to standardise 
maritime operations 
and qualifications 
around the nation 
so that vessels and 
their crews can easily 

relocate around Australia’s coastline and commence 
work in a different state. Naturally such a massive 
change from a state to a national system could not 
leave us unaffected.

The good news for Queensland continues to be that 
we had already made solid progress towards nationally 
recognised standards thanks to the efforts of our 
volunteers and dedicated training staff. This all means 
we should have a very smooth transition. You may recall 
I mentioned in my last article that our secretary manager 
Mr Harry Hubner was retiring. Well in typical Harry fashion 
his idea of retirement has been working hard on moving 
all of our vessels across from certificates of registration 
(Old MSQ System) to Certificates of Operation (COO)
(New AMSA standard) One of the new features of the COO 
is that it will make reference to the each vessel’s Safety 
Management System, and this SMS will be a key feature 
in each vessel’s operations. If you are a current Marine 
Rescue crew member, it would pay to make sure that you 
are familiar with the SMS on your vessels.

In late June I attended the QVMRC committee meeting. 
The Queensland Volunteer Marine Rescue Committee 
has delegates from Emergency Management Qld (EMQ), 
Maritime Safety Qld (MSQ), Queensland Police Service 
(QPS), Surf Life Saving Qld (SLSQ), Australian Volunteer 
Coastguard (AVCGA) and Volunteer Marine Rescue 
(VMR). Of key interest at the most recent meeting was 
an overview of the Keelty Review into the delivery of 
emergency services. Towards this end, AVCGA and VMR 
have been asked to develop a joint review seeking to 
improve efficiency wherever possible. Of course whenever 
I discuss this with our members the topic of amalgamation 
is inevitably raised. At this time the Qld government have 
not expressed direct interest in mandating amalgamation. 
They are rightly sensitive to the volunteer culture and that 
members are proud of their individual organisations. Whilst 
amalgamation may have future benefits, it remains outside 
the scope of the current review.

However of interest since that time is the fact that our 
three yearly service agreement with EMQ to provide 
marine rescue capability to Queensland, expired on June 
30, 2013 and was only renewed in very late August. The 
eye raising point about all this is that the agreement has 
only been renewed for one year. In other words, watch this 
space. I suspect “The times they are a changing”.

Well it’s AGM time again. I made a big effort to visit all 
squadrons who invited me, the only exceptions being 
Southport and Raby Bay. Sadly the schedule just didn’t 
permit me to attend. The Emergency Services Minister 
Mr Jack Dempsey is the local member for Bundaberg 
and indeed a patron of that squadron and he attended 
their AGM on Tuesday, August 27. Whilst the minister 
did not publicly address major changes within VMR, he 
did make a couple of interesting points. The minister 
stated that a training restructure from the Keelty review 
will emphasise the importance of volunteers. It will look 
at training duplication in order to streamline and reduce 
costs. The minister further stated that the Qld government 
is now looking at changing liability laws for all volunteers. 
An outcome from this should be seen within 6-12 months. 
The driver to undertake this change was borne partially 
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out of the Goodhue vs VMR case and 
cases currently before other volunteer 
agencies. In light of the lack of 
certainty around the liability issue and 
its potential to affect the morale of our 
volunteers and indeed the viability of 
VMR, I thank the Minister for taking 
action on this problem.

In the last three months, I have also 
made a determined effort to travel to 
all remaining squadrons that I had not 
previously had the opportunity to visit. 
My only remaining exception to this 
is to actually visit our new squadron 
location at Yorke Island in the Torres 
Strait. Having said this however, I 
have now met with key members 
of that squadron with a view to planning the future of a 
rescue vessel to be used in that area. Of interest to me 
personally was that during the week I spent visiting Torres 
Strait Island bases, two major SAR events occurred that 
would have benefitted well from having a SAR capability 
based at Yorke Island, that tells me we are on the right 
track.

Life is certainly different in Torres Strait and I am well 
impressed with how real the support from the local 
community is at our squadrons there. Indeed mine was 
not a simple visit as I thought it would be, as when visiting 
Thursday Island I was roped into doing a radio course 
and when visiting the St Paul’s squadron on Moa Island 
I somehow ended up assisting with the removal of the 
entire port side bags from their 9m Naiad and repairing a 
puncture as well as doing some work on their navigation 

system 
and tractor. 
Oh by the 
way, Dave, 
thanks 
for your 
help with 
the starter 
motor. I’m 
told that 
everyone 
passed their 
radio exam, 
so well done 
guys!

Likewise 
Rob and 

I visited the lower gulf region and met many of their 
long term members. I even ended up with a run on the 
beautifully maintained VMR Karumba 12m Naiad, thanks 
Bruce! We flew on to Mornington Island and met with the 
whole squadron as they held their AGM. At that meeting it 
was my privilege to present Sean Linden with his 15 year 
national service medal.

I’m impressed at our collective members’ will to provide 
the funding, training and equipment to operate in such 
a vast diversity of environments. Each area has its own 
struggles but I openly thank our members for their 
determination to succeed, just so that VMR in Queensland 
can provide an essential community service.

Keith Williams
State President

buNDAbERg maRinE REscuE qld

Marine Rescue Bundaberg’s 13 activations since 
the Winter journal article included a wide range of 
justifications. Five tows were for breakdowns, three 

involved either dirty fuel or water in fuel, one out of fuel, 
one for engine oil, one taking water, one for flare activa-
tion and one medivac. Two of the breakdown tows were 
from the Warrego Shoals area and involved round trips of 
84 and 100nm. Skippers of these vessels were keen to 
become members and avail themselves of the members 
towing insurance scheme.

 The medivac activation involved a suspected heart 
attack with a deckhand on a trawler. Two paramedics 
were taken to the trawler which was 8.5nm to sea. After 
the patient was stabilised it transpired he had a severe 
allergic reaction to sea sickness medication which was 
administered to try to stop vomiting and subsequent chest 
pain from recently broken ribs. He was returned to shore.  
Should he have been at sea?

Crew member 
Peter Watson 
managing 
the tow rope 
for a yacht 
disabled with 
dirty fuel and 
electrical 
problems.

Taking up the tow on the Bayliner with damaged cooling 
system hoses.

STATE PRESIDENT’S REPORT      



4  Marine Rescue Queensland   Marine Rescue Queensland  5 

out of the Goodhue vs VMR case and 
cases currently before other volunteer 
agencies. In light of the lack of 
certainty around the liability issue and 
its potential to affect the morale of our 
volunteers and indeed the viability of 
VMR, I thank the Minister for taking 
action on this problem.

In the last three months, I have also 
made a determined effort to travel to 
all remaining squadrons that I had not 
previously had the opportunity to visit. 
My only remaining exception to this 
is to actually visit our new squadron 
location at Yorke Island in the Torres 
Strait. Having said this however, I 
have now met with key members 
of that squadron with a view to planning the future of a 
rescue vessel to be used in that area. Of interest to me 
personally was that during the week I spent visiting Torres 
Strait Island bases, two major SAR events occurred that 
would have benefitted well from having a SAR capability 
based at Yorke Island, that tells me we are on the right 
track.

Life is certainly different in Torres Strait and I am well 
impressed with how real the support from the local 
community is at our squadrons there. Indeed mine was 
not a simple visit as I thought it would be, as when visiting 
Thursday Island I was roped into doing a radio course 
and when visiting the St Paul’s squadron on Moa Island 
I somehow ended up assisting with the removal of the 
entire port side bags from their 9m Naiad and repairing a 
puncture as well as doing some work on their navigation 

system 
and tractor. 
Oh by the 
way, Dave, 
thanks 
for your 
help with 
the starter 
motor. I’m 
told that 
everyone 
passed their 
radio exam, 
so well done 
guys!

Likewise 
Rob and 

I visited the lower gulf region and met many of their 
long term members. I even ended up with a run on the 
beautifully maintained VMR Karumba 12m Naiad, thanks 
Bruce! We flew on to Mornington Island and met with the 
whole squadron as they held their AGM. At that meeting it 
was my privilege to present Sean Linden with his 15 year 
national service medal.

I’m impressed at our collective members’ will to provide 
the funding, training and equipment to operate in such 
a vast diversity of environments. Each area has its own 
struggles but I openly thank our members for their 
determination to succeed, just so that VMR in Queensland 
can provide an essential community service.

Keith Williams
State President

buNDAbERg maRinE REscuE qld

Marine Rescue Bundaberg’s 13 activations since 
the Winter journal article included a wide range of 
justifications. Five tows were for breakdowns, three 

involved either dirty fuel or water in fuel, one out of fuel, 
one for engine oil, one taking water, one for flare activa-
tion and one medivac. Two of the breakdown tows were 
from the Warrego Shoals area and involved round trips of 
84 and 100nm. Skippers of these vessels were keen to 
become members and avail themselves of the members 
towing insurance scheme.

 The medivac activation involved a suspected heart 
attack with a deckhand on a trawler. Two paramedics 
were taken to the trawler which was 8.5nm to sea. After 
the patient was stabilised it transpired he had a severe 
allergic reaction to sea sickness medication which was 
administered to try to stop vomiting and subsequent chest 
pain from recently broken ribs. He was returned to shore.  
Should he have been at sea?

Crew member 
Peter Watson 
managing 
the tow rope 
for a yacht 
disabled with 
dirty fuel and 
electrical 
problems.

Taking up the tow on the Bayliner with damaged cooling 
system hoses.

STATE PRESIDENT’S REPORT      



6  Marine Rescue Queensland   Marine Rescue Queensland  7 

 On the Saturday of the 2013 Family Fishing Classic we 
were activated to a 8m Bayliner that was taking water from 
a split hose in the engine cooling system.  

the tag and release program. The inclement weather over 
the weekend saw fewer offshore fish caught but even so 
good quality was weighed.

Importantly, the Fishing Classic has 
raised much needed funds for our 
primary rescue vessel replacement over 
these past eight years since inception.  
We are now in a position to place an 
order for construction of our new rescue 
vessel with completion due around 
March 2014 –just in time for our next 
Classic.  

Training
While Saturday morning training sessions focus on 

practical skills associated with SAR, members wishing 
to progress through the TDM07 module undertake self-
paced training in sessions with the UTC or skippers.  UTC, 
John O’Callaghan tells the crews “We are training so there 
are no surprises when the real thing happens”. To this 
effect as much realism as possible is involved in training 
sessions. MOB not only involves boat handling and crew 
coordination, but also survivor assessment and first aid 
drills. Fire fighting and assembly stations involve the full 
drill down to abandon ship, where all the necessaries are 
gathered and appropriate radio calls simulated. MOB is 
often not an instantaneous recovery but a simulated MOB 
up to 10 minutes after last sighting, so the skipper has to 
plan a back track and crews get realistic search practice.

Public relaTions
We continue to receive wonderful support from local 

media outlets such as the WIN Network Sea FM and 
Bundaberg Newsmail for promotion of events such as the 

Bundy Rescue searches for missing fisherman March 2009 –  (left) good day, (right) not so 
good day).

In March 2009 three men went fishing from Burnett 
Heads in rough weather after the passage of a tropical 
low. They were not reported missing until 24 hours after 
their scheduled return. The ENERGEX rescue helicopter 
and Marine Rescue Bundaberg then spent three 
unsuccessful days searching in rough and squally seas 
for the men. A fuel tank, possibly from the vessel was all 
that was found. In January this year a trawler snagged a 
fibreglass runabout in its nets about 15nm from Burnett 
Heads. The trawler master was unable to secure the 
runabout, but from photographs it was confirmed as being 
very similar to the 2009 missing vessel. The find provided 
difficult but welcome closure for the associated families.

2013 Family Fishing classic
Again this year we saw a huge number of entrants with 

1,356 attending. Folk came not only from the Bundaberg 
area but also from as far afield as Gold Coast, Brisbane, 
Condamine, Townsville and interstate. They shared in a 
record collection of prizes valued at over $62,000 and with 
total sponsorship of $115,000 to run the event. The major 
prizes on offer included two boats valued at $27,000 – one 
a 4.1m side console boat, 40hp outboard, boat trailer and 
carport; and the other a 4.1 open boat, 30hp outboard and 
boat trailer. 

Special thanks must go to our sponsors, many of 
them having been affected by the devastating floods in 
Bundaberg and adjacent areas earlier this year. Their 
generosity and support is greatly appreciated by VMR 
Bundaberg. We were also fortunate to have the great 
support from the team at Bargara Rotary. Not only did 
they feed the crowd with delicious hot food, but gave us 
generous cheque with the profits of the food vans. Thank 
you Bargara Rotary.  

Although the Burnett River was scoured by flood 
waters earlier this year good estuarine fish were caught 
and weighed in both dead fish and catch and release 
categories. The Bundaberg Sports Fishing Club handled  

Jacob and Dillon 
with a trumpeter 

and bream.

The Foster boys 
with 13.7 and 
12.7kg Reds.

The Sunday crowd waiting for prize ceremony.

Sunday’s senior and junior lucky draw prizes.

Keith Gill (Bargara 
Rotary) presents the food 

stall cheque to VMR488 
President, Garry Dick.

Fishing Classic and membership drives. In return we 
provide a safety boat for Dragon Boat regattas and 
for the Bundaberg MultiCultural Festival as this also 
raises the Marine Rescue profile with the non-boating 
public.

A hypothermic MOB warmed by his mate.

Graham Kingston
Public Relations Officer
Marine Rescue Bundaberg

Inshore skipper John O’Callaghan brings the ‘Effective 
Communications Module’ to a Dragon Boat crew.
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Our larger 
rescue 
vessel, 

Hervey Bay 
RSL Rescue, is 
known as our 
primary Search 
and Rescue 
vessel. For a 
major search 
and rescue 
operation she 
would be used 
as the on-scene 
command post, 
co-ordinating 
communications 
between the 
shore base and 
vessels involved 
in the operation at hand. 

She is also the vessel that tends to be used for medical 
evacuations. When Queensland Ambulance Service 
request us to provide transport for a patient, there is 
some extra space on board Hervey Bay RSL Rescue to 
accommodate stretchers, paramedics and any necessary 
medical equipment. She also has an enclosed cabin 
allowing mobile patients to be kept warm and dry in bad 
weather. 

Delivered to VMR Hervey Bay in 2002, by truck from the 
factory in Noosa, Hervey Bay RSL Rescue is now showing 
signs of her age. After many years of service, under the 
names of Tackle World Rescue and Fisherman’s Corner 
Rescue, it is time to give her a bit of a makeover. 

From a distance the only obvious change to the exterior 
will be the colour of the cabin. The present red colour has 
been difficult to keep in a pristine condition and the plan is 
to change this from a very faded red to plain white. 

A closer inspection of the exterior will reveal that 11 
years of gel coat ‘dings’ will have been repaired and the 
entire hull re-coated and polished.

The interior will be subject to some more obvious 
changes and improvements. An upgrade of electronic 
equipment to the standard of the new Boat Club Rescue is 
eagerly awaited by the crew. Ad hoc changes made over 
the years will be replaced by a fully integrated dashboard. 

Whilst Hervey Bay RSL Rescue currently has the space 

to carry 
stretcher 
patients, 
they must 
unfortunately 
be carried on 
the aft deck 
in the open 
– exposed to 
whatever the 
weather is at 
the time. So 
how to protect 
our valued 
passengers? 

The 
refurbishment 
team has 
opted to 
change the 

relatively large chart table area so that when required the 
chart table and its seating can become a stretcher support 
base. This will allow stretchers and their occupants to 
be brought inside where they can be cared for in relative 
comfort compared to the exposed floor of the aft deck. 

On the opposite side of the cabin to the chart table, 
what is now a short bench seat can be made wider and 
longer with the removal of a small cabinet that currently 
has no useful purpose. This alteration, together with the 
addition of safety straps, will allow the resulting bigger 
bench seat to be used as a patient bed or second 
stretcher base as necessary.

These relatively small changes will not only improve 
the transport of patients but also give the attending 
paramedics much better access to them in the shelter of 
the main cabin. 

update: The refurbishment of Hervey Bay RSL Rescue 
was completed and she re-entered the water on August 
2. The following day she was on display to all our visitors 
at the VMR Hervey Bay Base Open Day and that evening 
she participated in the Blessing of The Fleet – an annual 
Hervey Bay tradition held at the start of the commercial 
whale watching season. Vessels of the whale watching 
fleet, Volunteer Marine Rescue, Coast Guard Sandy 
Straits, Water Police, Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service and research agencies form a procession into the 
boat harbour where they individually receive a blessing for 
their safe passage over the coming year.

1750 hours – A man walks into the radio room to 
report that two hours earlier he had encountered a 
broken down 4.75m centre console, one person on 

board, off Rooney’s Point  with no communications. He 
supplied latitude and longitude. Rescue vessel Hervey 
Bay RSL Rescue departs.

The sky is clear and there is a blanket of stars. The lights 
of Hervey Bay are stunning as we set off from the harbour. 
The beacons flash their familiar colours and sequences. 
The conditions are calm. Tide is low. It is around 19:00. 
There are four volunteers aboard Hervey Bay RSL Rescue, 
and an ‘on call’ night duty radio operator who is keeping 
the essential lines of communication open.  Our skippers 
and crew have travelled from Dundowran, Toogoom, River 
Heads and Torquay, having received the ‘activation’ just 
after 1800hrs.

As we pass Pelican Bank the beacons are behind us 
and we rely on other instruments and our spotlights, 
which are focused on the shoreline, as we make our way 
to the given GPS mark. We do not know whether the craft 
is anchored or drifting. There is no moon as yet.  Yachts 
are anchored for the night along the shoreline.  Fish are 
jumping in the calm waters. Everyone is alert, watching 
our radar and sounder, on the lookout for vessels which 
may not be displaying lights and other potential navigation 
hazards.

As we approach the given GPS mark we see a light in 
the distance, north-west of the mark. If he isn’t anchored, 
this may be the vessel we are looking for.  However, as we 
approach we notice a masthead light and port navigation 
light. This is a boat moving through the vast area that is 
Platypus Bay. We turn and head back on course to the 
mark. Nothing is visible, except the starry blanket. There 
is a light/moderate wind. It would be very cold and lonely 
out there tonight, not knowing if anyone was on the way to 
look for you. Sandy Cape lighthouse light is visible – the 
only sign of life. 

Meanwhile the police received reports of a flare spotted 
from Woodgate. Three flares in all were set off.

We are approaching our mark, and a red flare spurts to 
life just ahead. We put a spotlight on the flare and keep 
it there, as the flare soon loses its glow and we need to 
keep the vessel in sight. The aluminium hull of the centre 
console is now close by, with its occupant looking tired, 
but relieved that we are there to assist. 

The owner of the broken-down boat was transferred to 
our rescue vessel for the long trip home. He had already 
spent far too many hours alone, with minimal comfort in 
the middle of Platypus Bay. The trip back to Urangan Boat 
Harbour went well and one of our crew, Robert, keeps the 
towed vessel happily trimmed behind us. Robert remains 

Refurbishment of 
Hervey Bay Rsl Rescue

 Hervey Bay RSL Rescue returns home after her refurbishment

a clear sky with a 
blanket of stars
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on board and assists the owner to 
retrieve the vessel onto the trailer 
once we had returned to the boat 
ramp at Urangan Harbour. 

Our rescue vessel returned to 
base at 2300.

Upon returning to our base 
pontoon we did the usual chores of 
washing her, refuelling and flushing 
the motors. There is always paper-
work following such an event also, 
so skippers and crew are kept busy 
for another half hour before leaving 
to go home. Our radio operator has 
spent a five and a half hour watch 
also, communicating with us, the 
police and others. 

There is an enormous sense 
of pride which comes from 
volunteering to assist others who 
are in difficulty. This was a good 
result in that the gentleman we 
‘rescued’ was brought back to 
safety as quickly and efficiently as we could manage in 
this situation. It is terrific working with such a wonderful 
team, where everyone is important and valued for their 
contributions. I am proud and very privileged to be 
included in this organisation and to experience the many 
moods of the waters in Hervey Bay in the knowledge that 
I am with experienced and well trained people whose 
purpose is to maintain safety for others at sea.

Finally, the gentleman we assisted that night did not 
have a working radio and did not have a mobile phone. If 
it had not been for an ‘encounter with another vessel’ who 
reported he was in difficulty, the result may have been 
very much worse. Also, he was not a member of VMR. The 
cost of his rescue was significantly more than the $75 SOS 
membership fee which would have brought him back from 

Rooney’s for free. We 
used 236 litres of fuel!  

Please log on with 
VMR when you go 
out and off when you 
return. Even if you 
are not a member, it 
enables us to assist you 
more efficiently if you 
encounter problems. 
Call us on the radio 
using call sign VMR466 
or by telephone on 4128 
9666.

noT QuiTe The 
greaTesT mariTime  
mysTery oF all Time

The disappearance of 
the captain, crew and 
passengers from the 
Mary Celeste is possibly 

the greatest maritime mystery of all time. The brigantine 
was discovered on December 4, 1872 in the Atlantic 
Ocean, under full sail but with nobody on board. Many 
theories have been put forward to explain what may have 
happened, the most likely explanation being a connection 
with the dangerous cargo of raw alcohol in the hold.

Fast forward to 2013 and a similar mystery started to 
unfold in Hervey Bay, though in this instance there were 
no barrels of alcohol on board. Nor did a 282 ton trans-
Atlantic brigantine feature in the story but such is the 
renown of the Mary Celeste (or Marie Céleste, as she 
is sometimes referred to) that it was not long before her 
name was mentioned.

As the sun set on Scarness that evening a small 
catamaran was seen to sail towards the beach from the 

direction of The Gables. It was a slow journey – a couple 
of hours passed before she finally reached shore. Only 
then did it become apparent that there was nobody on 
board. The sail was up and the rudders were down, so 
there was no reason to think it was debris from the summer 
storms. (One hull of a similar sailing catamaran had been 
taken out of the water by VMR the previous week.) The 
worrying factor in this case was the state of the centre 
mat – it was badly torn up the centre and the immediate 
conclusion could only be that the person or persons on 
board had gone into the water.

With such apparently obvious evidence of an accident of 
some sort having occurred, the Police asked VMR Hervey 
Bay to conduct a search of the local waters – it was highly 
likely that somebody was out there somewhere. Rescue 
boat Hervey Bay RSL Rescue was launched and our 
crew went into action. Witnesses had reported seeing the 
catamaran earlier in the day in the vicinity of Dayman Bank 
so a search pattern covering the waters between Point 
Vernon, Dayman Bank and Scarness was undertaken.

 It was a calm night and conditions were suitable for the 
task at hand. Spotlights were aimed out both sides of the 
vessel as she went backwards and forwards across the 
bay. At regular intervals the rescue boat stopped in the 
water, her engines were shut down and the crew called 
out into the black silence of the night. There were no 
responses and nothing of interest was seen in the beams 
of the spotlights.

On shore the VMR Radio Room and the Police were 
working together to try and determine how this ‘Mary 
Celeste’ came to be on the beach at Scarness. 

The radio room monitors the position of the rescue boat 
by projecting GPS position updates onto Google Earth 
images of Hervey Bay. The search pattern was quickly 
filling the inner bay area and a decision on where to 
search next would soon have to be made.

Being an unregistered vessel the Police could not trace 
the owner of the catamaran through state records and so it 
was just not possible at the time to find out where the boat 
had come from, where it had been going to and how many 
people had been on board. 

With nobody having been reported as missing or 
overdue it was eventually decided to abandon the sea 
search and Hervey Bay RSL Rescue returned to the VMR 
base at 1am. It was an extremely difficult decision for the 
Police to make and on their return home our boat crew 
cannot help but think about the possibility of somebody 
still being out there in the water and ‘maybe they saw my 
spotlight but I just didn’t see them.’  

Our personnel were back on base at 5:30am ready to 
commence a search and rescue operation if required to 
do so, but still nobody had been reported missing. The 
decision was made to wait – there is an expectation that 
anybody who had gone sailing the previous afternoon in 

their small sailing catamaran and had not returned home 
by this time, would surely now be reported as overdue or 
missing.

No such reports came in but following publicity of 
the previous evening’s events, the story of what had 
happened eventually came to light.   

The catamaran had departed from Scarness earlier in 
the day, with two people on board, heading for Round 
Island. They made some progress towards their planned 
destination but later found that the boat was being taken 
in the opposite direction, towards Point Vernon. Near Point 
Vernon the centre mat of the catamaran ripped and one 
of the sailors fell into the water. Unable to get back on the 
boat, and being fairly close to the shore, the decision was 
made to anchor the boat and both sailors would swim to 
shore. Both were wearing life jackets.

Unfortunately the anchor did not hold and the catamaran 
slowly made its own way across the bay, with nobody on 
board, back to Scarness. Such an apparently peaceful 
scene witnessed by evening beach goers was soon to 
change the Saturday evening plans for a number of Police 
and VMR volunteers.

For many years VMR Hervey Bay has regularly received 
donations from our very good friends, an amazing group of 
dedicated VMR supporters, at Bayside Handicrafts. They are truly 
lovely ladies who make and sell their own wares and we are so 
grateful for all that they do in support of our operations.  Pictured 
here our Commodore, Treasurer and Secretary receive the latest 
donation from the ladies of Bayside Handicrafts, Hervey Bay.



10  Marine Rescue Queensland   Marine Rescue Queensland  11 

hERvEy bAy maRinE REscuE qld hERvEy bAy maRinE REscuE qld

on board and assists the owner to 
retrieve the vessel onto the trailer 
once we had returned to the boat 
ramp at Urangan Harbour. 

Our rescue vessel returned to 
base at 2300.

Upon returning to our base 
pontoon we did the usual chores of 
washing her, refuelling and flushing 
the motors. There is always paper-
work following such an event also, 
so skippers and crew are kept busy 
for another half hour before leaving 
to go home. Our radio operator has 
spent a five and a half hour watch 
also, communicating with us, the 
police and others. 

There is an enormous sense 
of pride which comes from 
volunteering to assist others who 
are in difficulty. This was a good 
result in that the gentleman we 
‘rescued’ was brought back to 
safety as quickly and efficiently as we could manage in 
this situation. It is terrific working with such a wonderful 
team, where everyone is important and valued for their 
contributions. I am proud and very privileged to be 
included in this organisation and to experience the many 
moods of the waters in Hervey Bay in the knowledge that 
I am with experienced and well trained people whose 
purpose is to maintain safety for others at sea.

Finally, the gentleman we assisted that night did not 
have a working radio and did not have a mobile phone. If 
it had not been for an ‘encounter with another vessel’ who 
reported he was in difficulty, the result may have been 
very much worse. Also, he was not a member of VMR. The 
cost of his rescue was significantly more than the $75 SOS 
membership fee which would have brought him back from 

Rooney’s for free. We 
used 236 litres of fuel!  

Please log on with 
VMR when you go 
out and off when you 
return. Even if you 
are not a member, it 
enables us to assist you 
more efficiently if you 
encounter problems. 
Call us on the radio 
using call sign VMR466 
or by telephone on 4128 
9666.

noT QuiTe The 
greaTesT mariTime  
mysTery oF all Time

The disappearance of 
the captain, crew and 
passengers from the 
Mary Celeste is possibly 

the greatest maritime mystery of all time. The brigantine 
was discovered on December 4, 1872 in the Atlantic 
Ocean, under full sail but with nobody on board. Many 
theories have been put forward to explain what may have 
happened, the most likely explanation being a connection 
with the dangerous cargo of raw alcohol in the hold.

Fast forward to 2013 and a similar mystery started to 
unfold in Hervey Bay, though in this instance there were 
no barrels of alcohol on board. Nor did a 282 ton trans-
Atlantic brigantine feature in the story but such is the 
renown of the Mary Celeste (or Marie Céleste, as she 
is sometimes referred to) that it was not long before her 
name was mentioned.

As the sun set on Scarness that evening a small 
catamaran was seen to sail towards the beach from the 

direction of The Gables. It was a slow journey – a couple 
of hours passed before she finally reached shore. Only 
then did it become apparent that there was nobody on 
board. The sail was up and the rudders were down, so 
there was no reason to think it was debris from the summer 
storms. (One hull of a similar sailing catamaran had been 
taken out of the water by VMR the previous week.) The 
worrying factor in this case was the state of the centre 
mat – it was badly torn up the centre and the immediate 
conclusion could only be that the person or persons on 
board had gone into the water.

With such apparently obvious evidence of an accident of 
some sort having occurred, the Police asked VMR Hervey 
Bay to conduct a search of the local waters – it was highly 
likely that somebody was out there somewhere. Rescue 
boat Hervey Bay RSL Rescue was launched and our 
crew went into action. Witnesses had reported seeing the 
catamaran earlier in the day in the vicinity of Dayman Bank 
so a search pattern covering the waters between Point 
Vernon, Dayman Bank and Scarness was undertaken.

 It was a calm night and conditions were suitable for the 
task at hand. Spotlights were aimed out both sides of the 
vessel as she went backwards and forwards across the 
bay. At regular intervals the rescue boat stopped in the 
water, her engines were shut down and the crew called 
out into the black silence of the night. There were no 
responses and nothing of interest was seen in the beams 
of the spotlights.

On shore the VMR Radio Room and the Police were 
working together to try and determine how this ‘Mary 
Celeste’ came to be on the beach at Scarness. 

The radio room monitors the position of the rescue boat 
by projecting GPS position updates onto Google Earth 
images of Hervey Bay. The search pattern was quickly 
filling the inner bay area and a decision on where to 
search next would soon have to be made.

Being an unregistered vessel the Police could not trace 
the owner of the catamaran through state records and so it 
was just not possible at the time to find out where the boat 
had come from, where it had been going to and how many 
people had been on board. 

With nobody having been reported as missing or 
overdue it was eventually decided to abandon the sea 
search and Hervey Bay RSL Rescue returned to the VMR 
base at 1am. It was an extremely difficult decision for the 
Police to make and on their return home our boat crew 
cannot help but think about the possibility of somebody 
still being out there in the water and ‘maybe they saw my 
spotlight but I just didn’t see them.’  
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In the Autumn journal I wrote light heartedly about our 
first petivac. This was meant as a follow-up article, but 
the gods of publishing thwarted my attempt on that 

occasion. Take two. Medivacs make up more than half 
of our activations, excluding training, so this might be 
an appropriate subject for this issue. 

Since RB III was commissioned in 1999, she has been 
our dedicated medivac vessel, equipped with a stretcher 
bay and some ambulance paraphernalia. The usual 
procedure is for us to take two paramedics over to the 
One Mile on North Stradbroke Island, where we are met 
by the island ambulance officer and patient. We then 
transport the patient to the mainland to be whisked away 
in the waiting ambulance to the appropriate hospital.

In 2010 RB III had a major refit, which included altering 
the stretcher bay to accommodate the new style Stryker 
stretcher. The same year, Energex came on board as a 
major sponsor for RB III and her call sign was changed to 
Energex Medivac.

At the One Mile, North Stradbroke Island.

Waiting for the patient to be brought down from the medical centre.

Due to down time during that major refit and again 
after the whale strike in 2011, we perceived a need for a 
back up vessel, if we were to reliably provide this medical 
transport service. Our primary rescue vessel was in 
need of replacement at that time, so the new RB II was 
purchased and reconfigured to double as a medivac 
capable vessel.

Over the past three months we have completed 42 
medivacs, bringing the total for the year to 196.

eVenTs
It has been a quiet period for us, highlighted by a few 

events. The recent arrival of the super carrier USS George 
Washington allowed several of our skippers and crew to 
take part in the escort from Caloundra to Luggage Point. 

Paramedics getting the patient comfortably on board. Back to base.

The 0230 start was reported to be worthwhile by those 
who got to take part. 

More recently, the rescue of a sinking vessel off Shag 
Rock was an opportunity for cooperation between VMR 
Stradbroke Island and us. Both RB II and RB III attended, 
along with North Stradbroke I. Between us we were able to 
get enough pumps to stem the inward flow and the vessel 
was towed to safety. It is great to see the improving spirit 
of cooperation between VMR units, and those of Coast 
Guard developing within the Moreton Bay area.

membershiP and Training
Numbers are up again, at about 65 active members, 

with the induction of half a dozen new members. As a 
result, work never ceases for the training committee and 
skippers. 

With a constant influx of recruits and others progressing 
through the ranks, it is hard to keep up. We have one new 
skipper for the period, and others approaching coxswain 
level.
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Fund raising
We have had a record year of fund raising (2012-

2013), which has returned us to a position of comfortable 
solvency after the huge expense of purchasing RB II.  A 
proposed extension to our building will soon gobble up 
these funds. We have acquitted our last round of grants, 
and our grants team is keeping busy applying for more.

mainTenance and Whs
In spite of several upsets, both major and minor, we 

have been able to keep all vessels ready for action. Our 
new security system is up and running, and new Suzuki 
motors have been fitted to RB III.

One major incident has marred our progress. One of 
the large roller doors jammed in the open position and 
an attempt to free it resulted in it lifting out of its retaining 
brackets and falling to the floor, causing an injury (minor 
in the circumstances) to one person. I mention this as a 
warning to all workplaces having similar doors. It would be 
prudent for all units to check their doors and take steps to 
prevent a similar accident.

sTaTisTics
activations for the period may 1, 2013-July 31, 2013
Medical  42
Breakdown 34
Insufficient Fuel  2
Grounding  5
Sinking/Sunk  2
Search  4
Drifting  0
Flares  0
EPIRB  0
Training/Patrol  76
Total  165
Persons returned to safety 146
Fuel used (Litres)           11,459

neW commiTTee VoTed in aT agm

At the Annual General Meeting held on August 5 
it was out with the old and well, in with the same. 
There was only one nomination for each position 

on the Executive (President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary) and so those positions were filled with 
no vote required. 

 The new office bearers are as follows -
 President  Geoff Fitzsimmons
 Vice President  Tom Manning
 Treasurer  Col Ayers
 Secretary  Betty Wilson
 In addition, the following VMR members were voted in 

as members of the management committee –
 Peter Lanser
 Don Martindale
 Paul Cohgan
 And finally, VMR Whitsunday will be represented at the 

zone meetings by Will Kamsteeg and Don Martindale.
 Congratulations to all successful nominees and many 

thanks to the members that attended 
on the night for the election process.

 VMR Whitsunday is a democratic 
and open association. All members 
are encouraged to participate in the 
‘running’ of the unit. Members that do 
participate in the activities of the unit 
are rewarded with a reduced annual 
membership fee, not to mention the 
development of new friendships and 
community support.

 If you wish to put forward questions 
or ideas for discussion at the monthly 
management committee meeting then 
this can be done by sending an email 
to the secretary or the media officer.

sareX 2013

 There was great excitement on the water early this 
month when Whitsunday Water Police hosted a Search 
and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) in our waters. VMR units 
from Midge Point, Mackay, Bowen and the Burdekin joined 
VMR Whitsunday on August 3 to look for a dummy that 
had been placed into the water off South Molle Island the 
previous day.

 A briefing with Water Police took place early in the 
morning so that coordination and search parameters 
could be conveyed to the skippers and crews. After a 
rendezvous off Hannah Point all units proceeded south-
east in a parallel line pattern towards Pine Island. VMR 
Whitsunday took up the role of coordinating the position 
of and communication between other vessels during the 
search.

It wasn’t long before one of the search units found 
the dummy just off the SE point of South Molle Island.  
Unfortunately the dummy had already been in the water 
for more than 12 hours and could not be revived. All units 
then returned to Abel Point Marina for a debriefing and 
social barbecue at the Water Police Station.

 The SAREX was hailed as a spectacular success by 
Water Police mainly because of the level of participation 
and enthusiasm shown by VMR units within our nearby 

zone. And VMR Whitsunday can 
consider itself lucky to be smack 
bang in the middle of the region, 
giving us the opportunity to co-host 
the event with the Water Police. A 
friendly welcome and barbecue 
was hosted by VMR Whitsunday at 
the marine base on the night before 
the SAREX a chance to share those 
entertaining sea stories.

An impressive lineup of capability. Boats and crew join up to congratulate each other after the 
successful finding of the dummy. NB: dummy not pictured!

All crew members gathered back at the Water Police Station for a debrief and barbecue after 
finding the dummy ... ummm, that’s the dummy in the middle.

A big Texan 
stopped at a 
local restaurant 
following a day 
roaming around 
in Spain.
While sipping his 
wine, he noticed 
a sizzling, 
scrumptious looking platter being served at the 
next table. Not only did it look good, the smell was 
wonderful.
He asked the water, “What is that you just served?”
The waiter replied, “Si Senior, you have excellent 
taste! Those are called Cojones de Toro, bull’s 
testicles from the bull fight this morning. A 
delicacy!”
The cowboy said, “What the heck, bring me an 
order.”
The waiter replied, “I am so sorry Senor. There is 
only one serving per day because there is only one 
bull fight each morning. If you come early tomorrow 
and place your order, we will be sure to serve you 
this delicacy.”
The next morning, the cowboy returned and placed 
his order. That evening he was served the one and 
only special delicacy of the day.
After a few bites, inspecting his platter, he called to 
the waiter and said, “These are delicious, but they 
are much, much smaller than the ones I saw you 
serve yesterday.”
The waiter shruged his shoulders and replied “Si 
Senor. Sometimes the bull wins ...”
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The VMR Southport base recently took a 
phone call from a gentleman interested 
in volunteering. As is the procedure the 

man was further contacted by the inductions 
officer and asked to come in for chat about 
what was required as a volunteer.

The first question asked of any potential new 
member is “What made you enquire about 
joining VMR”. Most people reply that they want 
to do something for the community, they like 
boating or their other half wants them out of  
the house. But this man’s answer was the most 
rewarding to hear. He stated, whilst relaxing on 
his own boat one day, he heard a ‘MayDay’ call 
on his vessel’s radio relating to a serious boating 
accident in the Gold Coast Broadwater.  The 
call was answered by VMR Southport’s radio 
operator. In the man’s own words, he stated that 
“the calmness and professionalism of that radio 
operator only meant one thing to me – I want to 
join your organisation and be part of what you 
do.”

Two months ago, that very man retired from 
his job and immediately joined VMR Southport, 
where today he is one of the keen bunch of 
volunteers who are deep in training to become 
qualified radio operators.

Another success story of what Volunteer 
Marine Rescue is all about.

On the subject of success, one of VMR Southport’s 
longest serving members, Greg Turner, recently received 
the prestigious honour of being awarded an ‘Emergency 
Services Medal’ in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List.   
Greg has dedicated over 33 years of service to the 
organisation as a senior skipper, management committee 
member, trainer and assessor, and basically a wealth of 
knowledge and experience in everything Marine Rescue.  

Not even the Queen and Governor General will know 
what they are up for when they meet Greg for his official 
presentation of the award later this year. Well done Greg! 
Thoroughly deserving for what you have done in your VMR 
career. You join a prestigious list of other VMR people who 
have achieved the same.

Back to operational business, Southport has been 
exceptionally busy over the past three months. Whilst no 
major incidents can be reported, our crews, especially 
midweek, are performing an average of 20 activations 

per week. With no rhyme 
nor reason for this spike 
in activations, the crews 
are relishing the onwater 
time and opportunity to 
ensure our clientele and 
their vessels are safely 
returned to port. Training 
of our members is moving along well with a handful of 
potential skippers currently in the assessment process. As 
previously mentioned out newest bunch of trainee radio 
operators are hard at their training and all have recently 
attained their MROCP licences. Great work!

Southport is approaching its AGM and after another 
successful year, the majority of the management 
committee will stand down, mostly due to external 
employment influences. In saying this, a great group 
of new candidates have nominated so we are certainly 
looking forward to the future.

All is alive and well at Southport. Safe boating!

noTable Jobs 
VMR Southport was recently called upon to assist 

a couple whose vessel had been broken down near 
Tipplers. Apparently the man had turned the key to start 
the engine when he heard a large bang and noticed oil 
dripping from under the cowling of his outboard motor.  
The gent had recently bought the brand new boat/motor 
package from a local dealer, was only on his second trip 
in the vessel and the engine had had seven hours of use.  
The owner was not impressed. VMR towed the vessel to 
Paradise Point.

A man called VMR recently asking for assistance with 
his vessel. When asked his location, he advised “the 
boatramp beside VMR”;  when asked his problem he 
advised ‘big’, when asked to clarify what ‘big’ meant, he 
advised the radio operator to look out of the VMR radio 
room window.

The unfortunate boatie had not properly secured his 
vessel when retrieving it from the water and there now lay 
his vessel on the boatramp some 10  from the water.

With the help of the VMR crew and some members of 
the public, the man was able to place his vessel onto his 
trailer and ensured it was securely fastened this time.

A crew recently assisted a vessel east of the Seaway 
with battery problems. The vessel was successfully jump 
started and returned to the boatramp.

The following day the owner of the vessel, along with 
his wife, visited VMR to show their appreciation for the 
assistance given.

They presented a large canvas print of Migaloo, the 
white whale, photographed breaching out of the water 
with the Gold Coast skyline as a backdrop. This photo’s 
detail is almost perfect and was taken last year on 

Migaloo’s journey 
south. It has attracted 
favourable comment 
from many visitors to 
the VMR Southport 
crew room and is most 
appreciated by VMR 
active members.

VMR Southport often receives calls to retrieve jet skis 
which have broken down or been swamped on the ocean 
side of South Stradbroke Island. VMR has a policy of not 
retrieving jetskis from the beach unless the rider can swim 
the vessel out past the breaking waves, or in turn, be 
towed out by another jetski. Obviously, VMR will not take 
the risk of entering the wave zone and risk vessel damage 
when a jetski and its rider are safely on the beach.

A man rang recently requesting requesting assistance 
for his out-of-fuel jetski which was on the beach 2km north 
of the Seaway. When explained the above policy, the man 
arrogantly stated that he didn’t care how we operated, he 
wanted his his jetski back to the boatramp as he had to go 
to work. At this point of time we are still not sure if the man 
is still waiting for assistance!

O n e  o f  V M R  S o u t h p o r t ’ s  l o n g e s t  s e r v i n g 
m e m b e r s ,  G r e g  T u r n e r ,  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d 
t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  a w a r d e d 

a n  ‘ E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s  M e d a l ’  i n  t h e 
Q u e e n ’ s  B i r t h d a y  H o n o u r s  L i s t
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wanted his his jetski back to the boatramp as he had to go 
to work. At this point of time we are still not sure if the man 
is still waiting for assistance!

O n e  o f  V M R  S o u t h p o r t ’ s  l o n g e s t  s e r v i n g 
m e m b e r s ,  G r e g  T u r n e r ,  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d 
t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  a w a r d e d 

a n  ‘ E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s  M e d a l ’  i n  t h e 
Q u e e n ’ s  B i r t h d a y  H o n o u r s  L i s t
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neW Vessel and agm aWards

After what seemed like a very long six months, we 
finally have our new vessel. Victoria Point 1 is 
a 9m monohull plate aluminium built by Woody 

Marine. It is powered by twin 300hp Suzukis. So far 
the vessel is proving to be a great boat in all weather 
conditions. As well as touch screen displays, we held a 
targeted fundraiser to purchase an FLIR camera which 
greatly improves our capabilities for searching at night.

certificates and will soon be going on to rosters. I would 
like to welcome the new members and hope the enjoy 
their time with us.

Our AGM was held in August. The executive committee 
only had one change. We welcome Ann Ivory to the role 
of executive officer. Congratulations Ann. Our AGM is also 
our award night with Neville Mills taking the prestigious 
crew member of the year. Other winners were Alan Lodge 
– Most Improved, Shane Rudolph _ Liffe Member, and 
Commodore’s Awards went to Colin Gorton, Don Jackson, 
Douglas Mackenzie, Grant O’Neil and Steve Szeckley. 
Well done all.

We are very 
lucky to have 
members like 
Barry O’Driscoll 
at the base. 

The vessell was launched at the end of June. Despite 
the weather being drizzly all morning, the rain stopped 
in time for the ceremony. The blessing was well attended 
with politicians, Water Police, state executive, Coast Guard 
Redland Bay and members from other bases in Moreton 
Bay. Fr Bill Pearson from Brisbane Seafarers conducted 
the service for us and did a magnificent job. Karen 
Woolan from the Bendigo Bank Victoria Point christened 
the new vessel. Afterwards, due to the inclement weather 
conditions, we all retired into the boat shed for food and 
drink. A good time had by all.

We have recently had a membership drive to recruit 
active crew. Thirteen new members started in July and 
are all very keen. They are just about finished their ESS 

The new Victoria Point 1 on display.

Barry has recently completed 20 years of 
service to the people of Moreton Bay and 
continues to be on roster every time. Twenty 
years at any job I feel is an achievement, 
never mind doing it all as a volunteer. 
Thankyou Barry.

The knowledge you have passed on is 
invaluable – and nobody knows ropes like 
Barry. Andy Phillips is not far behind Barry. 
The experience these men have you cannot 
put into text books. Without them our skills 
and knowledge would suffer and I would like 
to extend a vote of thanks to our very own 
ancient mariners!

radio aerial ToWer rePairs
It looked very possible that our radio 

communications could be cut when the 
conduit carrying the six radio aerial wires 
up our 18m radio tower came loose from the 
tower structure. The cable ties holding the conduit in place 
had given way leaving the wires and conduit dangling 
from the top of the tower by only a small amount of cable 

Lance Hewitt and Commodore Ian Ivory presenting to Nev Mills.

Barry 
O’Driscoll after 
20 years as a 
volunteer.

Abseiling the tower.

Dan Baranow and Dan Booth.

View from the radio 
mast looking north. 
Cleveland and Peel  
Island are in the 
distance.
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ties. A risk assessment showed that the conduit could 
give way under a strong wind and fall across a public 
area below.

This work could only be done by trained professional 
abseilers. A cherry picker was ruled out of the question 
because the ground area below is a public reserve.

Fortunately one of our members owns a high access 
business specialising in abseiling. Two industrial 
abseilers were tasked to carry out the works. Stainless 
steel cable ties were acquired to replace the old plastic 
ties. The work was completed in less than one hour. 
Thanks to Daniel Baranow and Daniel Booth from Bells 
High Access Services for doing a fine job with safety 
and ease.

While they were on the top of the mast the abseilers 
took photos of the view to show those who have never 
been or are scared of heights what this view looks like. 
Even with the tide out the view is beautiful and varied.

Ian Ivory
Commodore
VMR Victoria Point

View from the radio mast looking east.

The following two letters (reproduced with kind 
permission of the authors) are testimony to the 
work, in which all marine rescue organisations 

are involved. We do not do it for the accolades, just to 
help fellow boaties, though it is nice to know people 
appreciate our efforts. The first letter refers to two male 
persons after their vessel overturned on the JumpinPin 
Bar. They managed to make it ashore onto North 
Stradbroke Island and were found at first light.

“Vmr Jacobs Well 
I don’t know the name of the officer on duty at Jacobs 

Well on Tuesday night, June 25 but I would very much like 
to thank him from the bottom of my heart for his help and 
support. My partner was lost at sea when his boat sank 
off Jumpinpin Bar. You listened to my concerns, called the 
Water Police and placed a call out to boats in the area in 
an attempt to locate him. I am grateful for your kindness 
and willingness to help me through a night that was 
stressful and painful.
Thank you and best wishes –  Lani Pollock.”
“To all The guys Who Worked  
on saTurday, July 13

I want to thank you sincerely. I’d just bought a Bay 
Cruiser and was bringing it home to Hope Island from 
Newport at Scarborough. After teething troubles getting it 
going, we were going along fine until I hit a sandbank near 
Macleay/Karragarra/Russell channel. Your guys came to 
our rescue within 30 minutes and got us off and running 
again.

However the daylight ran out on us and we were up 
Coomera River in the dark. We ran into trouble again. Lost 
steerage, couldn’t get the anchor up, ended up grounded 
again. Your guys came to the rescue again at 8.30pm and 
took us home right to the dock. I can’t thank you enough.    
It was the best $70 I ever spent.                           
Regards – Glendra Harrison.”  

disasTer managemenT  
On June 29, 10 members (skippers and senior crew) 

attended a forum on disaster management at the 
Southport Marine rescue base. The forum was presented 
by officers of Emergency Management Queensland 
and covered the disaster management structure, 
definitions and principles, warning and alert systems 
plus response and recovery among its topics. It gave 
our members a better understanding of how the various 
agencies work together in a disaster situation and what 
might be expected of Marine Rescue members in that 
situation. Marine Rescue Jacobs Well thanks EMQ for the 
presentation and Southport Marine Rescue for the use of 
their base. Hopefully we will not need our new knowledge 
any time soon.

Qas oPening
Marine Rescue Jacobs Well was invited to attend the 

opening of the new QAS station at Coomera. This is the 
station that is responsible for the ongoing training of the 
team of first responders from Jacobs Well. The picture 
shows president John Ranizowski with the Minister 
for Emergency Services. QAS officer in charge, QAS 
commissioner and the local State Member. All present 
were pleased with the service provided by MRJW and 
president John 
has invited them 
for a future visit 
to our squadron.    

President John 
Ranizowski with 

the Minister 
for Emergency 
Services. QAS 

officer in charge, 
QAS commissioner 
and the local state 

member.
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Fund raising

Photos show MRJW stands at recent fundraising events 
from the Gem Hotel and Meridian Marina. We would like 
to thank all sponsors for their ongoing support and again 
stress the need for all active members to support these 
functions where they can. 

Fishing huTs
A decision was taken by government to remove the 

huts from Crusoe Island. These huts on an island near 
Jumpinpin Bar have been around for decades but erosion 

has placed them at risk, and in line with Government 
policy, the decision to remove them was taken. Photos 
show the contractor on site Wednesday, August 7 
preparing for demolition. All rubble will have to be 
removed to the 
mainland. 

Photos 
from a recent 
awards night 
show husband 
and wife team 
Andrew and 
Karen Chatterton 
receiving awards 
from President 
John Ranizowski. 
Congratulations 
to all who 
received awards.  

acTiVaTion sTaTisTics For Period  
may 1, 2013- august 31, 2013
Total number of activations – 226
Total activation hours – 295.53
Total fuel used – 6296 litres.

Break down of activations:    
Medical 1 Fuel 2 Breakdown 50 Grounding 7 
Search 3 Drifting 4 EPIRB 2 Training/Patrol 157

Method    
Land line  8  Mobile 53 Radio 3 Police 6  
Squadron/Base 156.

jAcobS wEll maRinE REscuE qld
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Between them, Ian Shield and Ted Gatkowski have 
50 years of service to Bowen’s Volunteer Marine 
Rescue service. During their time with the service, 

the dedicated skippers have been involved in almost 230 
voyages, including 140 rescues.

Ian joined up on November 26, 1987, and has been 
involved in 102 voyages, made up of 67 rescues and 
various training and other runs.

Ted signed on about five months later, on April 19, 1988, 
and has 126 voyages to his name, including 73 rescues. 
He has also been the organisation’s treasurer, a role he 
held for 21 years, 
before his wife, Sue – 
also a skipper, took it 
over.

Ian said he got 
involved “at a time 
when my mates were 
joining up. We all had 
boats and thought we’d 
give them a hand.”

Some of Ian’s more 
memorable rescues 
include the night in 
October 2002 when 
John Farnham’s 50ft fly 
bridge cruiser Phantom 
ran straight up the 
middle of Ratray Island.

“It was late one 
night, the crew had 
been taking it back to 
Hamilton for a charter,” 
he said. “They had 
all the whizz bang gear but still ran into the island. We 
were there from 11 o’clock at night to about three the next 
afternoon when a salvage barge heading back over to 
Airlie, towed it back to Bowen. It was a beautiful boat.”

Ian has also been involved in one of VMR Bowen’s 
longest rescues – a six hour search and rescue mission in 
August 2010 after a fisherman and his dory failed to return 
to the mothership.

The RACQ Rescue chopper was also involved in the 
search, along with a fixed wing aircraft. The VMR crew 
arrived back in Bowen at 1am, after completing 236km or 
124nm.

Apart from those, Ian said most of his rescues had been 
“pretty mundane,” which was a good thing.

“I’ve been fortunate in that I haven’t had any really 
dramatic rescues like boats sinking and people where 
you have to grab them before they drown. It’s been mostly 
tows.

“But it’s a good thing, being a member. It provides a 
valuable service and helps out people when they need it.”

Ted got involved in VMR Bowen after moving to the town 
in 1986, from Brisbane, where he had also been involved 
in marine rescue work, at Scarborough.

“We’ve been boating people all our lives,” he said.
Ted and Sue’s youngest son Adam is also a skipper 

with the service and had the distinction of becoming the 
youngest ever accredited VMR skipper, when he was 18.

Ted lists that as one of his proudest moments.
Among his most 

memorable is his 
involvement in the 
search for the three 
sailors missing 
from a yacht, Kaz 
II, found drifting off 
Townsville, in April 
2007.

Their 
disappearance has 
continued to baffle 
authorities.

The 9.8m 
catamaran, which 
left Airlie Beach on 
a Sunday, heading 
north, was spotted 
by a Coastwatch 
aircraft on the 
Wednesday near 
the outer Great 
Barrier Reef.

The yacht’s 
engine was still running, laptop computer was powered up 
and piles of clothes were on the deck but no one was on 
board.

Ted’s crew had the job of searching around Eshelby 
Island, where normally no recreational or commercial 
visitation to the islands or the surrounding waters is 
allowed as the islands are within a Preservation (Pink) 
Zone.

“It was interesting to go over there because it is a no-go 
area – a protected island – so it was interesting to go and 
have a look at the island itself and the birdlife,” he said.

“It is quite a spectacular looking island.”
Another memorable rescue for Ted was in 2002 when a 

crew from a mother boat couldn’t find their way back one 
night.

“They drifted all night, but managed to attract the 
attention of a bulk ship going up the coast who then got 
word to us.

“But they didn’t have a clue where these guys were.
“It just so happened however that we’d been out fishing at Wallaby Reef, where they’d been, the night before, so we knew 

which way the current was flowing.
“It was quite a stiff current flowing to the south so when they said to us you go out and search, I said “I reckon they will be 

down here somewhere”.
“Sure enough we headed that way and found them almost near Ratray Island, so they’d drifted quite a distance.
“We came up right on them”.
Ted recalled a number of other rescues, with similar happy results, but sadly, they were not all that way.
One mission he recalls is his role in coordinating the search for Bowen bus 

driver Peter Neven who went missing from a dinghy out the front of the Don River 
in 2007.

He was never found but his fishing buddy swam ashore at Abbot Point, and 
Bowen VMR was tasked with coordinating a search operation involving other 
watercraft and aircraft, sweeping up and down the coast between Abbot Point 
and the river mouth.

While there have been some stand out rescues, like Ian, Ted said many of his 
missions had been fairly non-eventful. “I’ve been lucky not to have been involved 
in many deaths,” he said.

“I’ve dragged back trawlers, I’ve helped rescue divers and salvaged their boat, 
but I’ve never lost anyone. I’ve even found a couple.

“Aside from Mr Neven.”

Ted Gatkowski and Ian Shield.



24  Marine Rescue Queensland   Marine Rescue Queensland  25 

bowEN maRinE REscuE qldbowEN maRinE REscuE qld

Between them, Ian Shield and Ted Gatkowski have 
50 years of service to Bowen’s Volunteer Marine 
Rescue service. During their time with the service, 

the dedicated skippers have been involved in almost 230 
voyages, including 140 rescues.

Ian joined up on November 26, 1987, and has been 
involved in 102 voyages, made up of 67 rescues and 
various training and other runs.

Ted signed on about five months later, on April 19, 1988, 
and has 126 voyages to his name, including 73 rescues. 
He has also been the organisation’s treasurer, a role he 
held for 21 years, 
before his wife, Sue – 
also a skipper, took it 
over.

Ian said he got 
involved “at a time 
when my mates were 
joining up. We all had 
boats and thought we’d 
give them a hand.”

Some of Ian’s more 
memorable rescues 
include the night in 
October 2002 when 
John Farnham’s 50ft fly 
bridge cruiser Phantom 
ran straight up the 
middle of Ratray Island.

“It was late one 
night, the crew had 
been taking it back to 
Hamilton for a charter,” 
he said. “They had 
all the whizz bang gear but still ran into the island. We 
were there from 11 o’clock at night to about three the next 
afternoon when a salvage barge heading back over to 
Airlie, towed it back to Bowen. It was a beautiful boat.”

Ian has also been involved in one of VMR Bowen’s 
longest rescues – a six hour search and rescue mission in 
August 2010 after a fisherman and his dory failed to return 
to the mothership.

The RACQ Rescue chopper was also involved in the 
search, along with a fixed wing aircraft. The VMR crew 
arrived back in Bowen at 1am, after completing 236km or 
124nm.

Apart from those, Ian said most of his rescues had been 
“pretty mundane,” which was a good thing.

“I’ve been fortunate in that I haven’t had any really 
dramatic rescues like boats sinking and people where 
you have to grab them before they drown. It’s been mostly 
tows.

“But it’s a good thing, being a member. It provides a 
valuable service and helps out people when they need it.”

Ted got involved in VMR Bowen after moving to the town 
in 1986, from Brisbane, where he had also been involved 
in marine rescue work, at Scarborough.

“We’ve been boating people all our lives,” he said.
Ted and Sue’s youngest son Adam is also a skipper 

with the service and had the distinction of becoming the 
youngest ever accredited VMR skipper, when he was 18.

Ted lists that as one of his proudest moments.
Among his most 

memorable is his 
involvement in the 
search for the three 
sailors missing 
from a yacht, Kaz 
II, found drifting off 
Townsville, in April 
2007.

Their 
disappearance has 
continued to baffle 
authorities.

The 9.8m 
catamaran, which 
left Airlie Beach on 
a Sunday, heading 
north, was spotted 
by a Coastwatch 
aircraft on the 
Wednesday near 
the outer Great 
Barrier Reef.

The yacht’s 
engine was still running, laptop computer was powered up 
and piles of clothes were on the deck but no one was on 
board.

Ted’s crew had the job of searching around Eshelby 
Island, where normally no recreational or commercial 
visitation to the islands or the surrounding waters is 
allowed as the islands are within a Preservation (Pink) 
Zone.

“It was interesting to go over there because it is a no-go 
area – a protected island – so it was interesting to go and 
have a look at the island itself and the birdlife,” he said.

“It is quite a spectacular looking island.”
Another memorable rescue for Ted was in 2002 when a 

crew from a mother boat couldn’t find their way back one 
night.

“They drifted all night, but managed to attract the 
attention of a bulk ship going up the coast who then got 
word to us.

“But they didn’t have a clue where these guys were.
“It just so happened however that we’d been out fishing at Wallaby Reef, where they’d been, the night before, so we knew 

which way the current was flowing.
“It was quite a stiff current flowing to the south so when they said to us you go out and search, I said “I reckon they will be 

down here somewhere”.
“Sure enough we headed that way and found them almost near Ratray Island, so they’d drifted quite a distance.
“We came up right on them”.
Ted recalled a number of other rescues, with similar happy results, but sadly, they were not all that way.
One mission he recalls is his role in coordinating the search for Bowen bus 

driver Peter Neven who went missing from a dinghy out the front of the Don River 
in 2007.

He was never found but his fishing buddy swam ashore at Abbot Point, and 
Bowen VMR was tasked with coordinating a search operation involving other 
watercraft and aircraft, sweeping up and down the coast between Abbot Point 
and the river mouth.

While there have been some stand out rescues, like Ian, Ted said many of his 
missions had been fairly non-eventful. “I’ve been lucky not to have been involved 
in many deaths,” he said.

“I’ve dragged back trawlers, I’ve helped rescue divers and salvaged their boat, 
but I’ve never lost anyone. I’ve even found a couple.

“Aside from Mr Neven.”

Ted Gatkowski and Ian Shield.



26  Marine Rescue Queensland   Marine Rescue Queensland  27 

norFolk island

This little rock in the Pacific Ocean located 
between Australia, New Zealand and New 
Caledonia is an amazing find. Approximately 

877 miles directly east of mainland Australia and 
about 560 miles from Lord Howe Island. Part of 
the Commonwealth of Australia, the island has a 
large degree of self-governance and forms one of 
Australia’s external territories. Norfolk Island is similar 
to a small country town but stuck in the middle of 
the Pacific Ocean and flying in you can’t help but 
notice the green pastures and rocky coastline that 
makes access by sea a major challenge especially in 
inclement weather conditions. Home to a population of 
approximately 2000 people Norfolk is only 35km2. So 
its little wonder that the average kilometres travelled in 
local resident’s cars is only around 3000-5000km per 
year ...

Originally settled by East Polynesians, Norfolk Island 
was colonised by Great Britain as part of its settlement of 
Australia in 1788. The island served as a convict penal 
settlement until May 1855. In 1856 permanent civilian 
residence on the island began when it was re-settled by 
the Pitcairn Islanders, some of whom were descendants 
of Fletcher Christian. In 1901, the island became a part of 
the Commonwealth of Australia which it has remained until 
this day.

The famous Norfolk Island pine is a symbol of the island 
and thus pictured on its flag. Native to the island, the 

pine was a key export industry for Norfolk Island, being 
a popular ornamental tree on mainland Australia, where 
two related species grow, and also in Europe. Although a 
beautiful timber with a cylindrical trunk resembling a ship’s 
mast the timber has many knots and after several attempts 
at using such timber Captain James Cook entered in his 
journal that the timber was of no use for this purpose. 
However, the oily timber made it a perfect material for 
building the hulls for the lighters and tenders that are still 
being built and used to the present day. 

Standing on the 
summit of Mt Pitt 
the second tallest 
mountain and 
boasting the best 
views, you can sense 
the remoteness as the 
ocean surrounds this 
picture perfect Island. 

While fishing off 
Norfolk Island is as 
popular for the locals 
as it is for the tourists, 
launching a boat is an 
experience in itself. 
There are two rock 
piers and one launch 
ramp that is seldom 
used due to weather. 
Both rock piers feature 

a gantry with a block and tackle 
and most trailer boats have a 
lifting rig permanently attached. 
When the boat is in position 
and attached to the block and 
tackle the tow vehicle is then 
attached to the end of the wire 
rope so as the vehicle reverses 
the vessel lifts off the trailer and 
is lowered into the sea. Sounds 
complicated but the locals make 
it look easier than launching our 
boats on a conventional ramp..! 

Expect to catch a handsome amount of local trumpeter 
(our Sweetlip) the occasional Kingfish as well as Snapper. 
The local fish and chip shop sells fresh fish – I know I saw 
their boats come in..! And, seeing as I wasn’t there for the 
famous ‘Island Fish Fry’ I just had to indulge myself in a 
medley of freshly battered Trumpeter – (well there goes 
the diet…) Fresh wet fish sells for around $25 / kilo but 
catching your own is of course half the fun. Eating freshly 
caught fish is so popular that local tour operator Pine Tree 
Tours has a dedicated ‘Island Fish Fry’ evening at Puppies 
Point reserve overlooking the rocky western shores of the 
Island. Complete with local entertainment, island salads, 
and magical sunsets, and of course plenty of battered fish 
fillets this is the most popular tour with visitors. 

Listen carefully to the locals – you’ll notice some 
interesting dialect called Norfolk speak. Your tour driver 
will give you a quick explanation of some of the more 
popular phrases such as ‘wutaway’ – how are you? ‘Dar-
de-way’ – that’s the way, ‘Webout you gwen?’ – where are 
you going? At first it might sound like someone’s had too 
many rums the night before but it’s 
actually a mixture of old English 
and Tahitian! 

You’ll be surprised at what a 
holiday to this little island in the 
middle of the big blue paddock can 
pack in. Pinetree Tours has over the 
years developed a range of shows 
and tours to fill a whole week’s 
worth of activities – I was delighted 
to experience some of these in my 
brief four day visit. Your holiday 
usually starts with a half day tour 
where you will circumnavigate the 
island and get a brief overview of 
the island’s history and governance. 
This tour will leave you hungry to 
experience so much more. The 
famous mutiny on the Bounty plays 
a big part in tourism on Norfolk – 
even though HMS Bounty never 
visited Norfolk Island, its fate being 

Join VMR Sandgate on a tour to Norfolk Island!

By Paul Hollingdale

Paul Holl ingdale from VMR Sandgate’s Charl ie crew works for Go See Touring and 
reports on a recent tr ip to Norfolk Island. He’s now planning a tr ip to Norfolk for 
VMR in Apri l  2014 and says everyone is welcome.

met on the shores of Pitcairn Island sometime after the 
mutiny. Today, much of Norfolk Island is about  
re-enactment and the locals have had years to perfect it 
from nightly shows like the Bounty Show, Fletchers Fate 
Dinner, to the annual Bounty Day re-enactment. Norfolk 
Island is like a country town in the middle of the ocean. 
The air is pure, the food mostly organically grown (You can 
taste the difference) and the locals keen to tell a story or 
two!

Tourism is the largest business on the island and in the 
good old days of the 80’s and 90’s it wasn’t uncommon for 
Norfolk Island to host between 35,000 and 40,000 visitors 
a year. The last decade has seen a decline in part due to 
the competition of other destinations, cruising and more 
grey nomads hitting the roads at home in caravans and 
motorhomes. 

If you’ve been to Norfolk Island it’s a great opportunity 
to revisit and experience some things you might have 
missed last time. Regardless if you’ve been there or not; 
my company Go See Touring has an organised group 
tour for VMR members, family and friends departing April 
26, 2014. A lot of fun is planned with a night as a convict, 
fishing trip (weather permitting), Mutiny on the Bounty 
Show, Island Fish Fry, 4WD tour, Glass bottom boat trip 
at Emily Bay plus much more. The tour includes cooked 
breakfast daily, dinners nightly, return economy air travel 
and seven night’s accommodation at the South Pacific 
Resort Hotel. 

For more information contact Go See Touring on 
1300 551 997 or Paul Hollingdale from VMR Sandgate 
(Sales Manager at Go See Touring 0477 033 663)
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RouND hIll maRinE REscuE qld

VMR Round Hill has had 14 activations to date this 
year with 43 persons being returned to safety 
using 1323 litres for fuel.

Lee’s last day.

Photos from recent activations a de-mastered vessel 
with two POB, RHR assisted is getting the vessel going 
again then headed to Fairfax Island for another task and 
general breakdowns out at Fitzroy Reef – these could 
very quickly become a fully SAR if left too long. Don’t 
think people realise that once you leave the general areas 
south of Hervey Bay the distance our volunteer crews go 
to assist the boaties can be very time consuming and 
expensive.    

 Lee McMahon finished up as a radio operator in June 
after almost 30 years in the area.

Both Lee and Clive were active members, with Clive a 
past-president (and life members) of VMR RH.

We will miss Lee greatly and 
wish her and Clive all the best in 
their new adventure – hopefully 
travelling around shortly.

 VMR Round Hill had been 
very fortunate to have been 
the recipient of funding grants 
from QGC –Sustainable 
Communities Fund for a new 
cradle for the vessel and an 
electronics’ package which 
includes AIS and FLIR totalling 
in excess of $49k. We wish to 
sincerely thank QGC for their 
sponsorship of funds to VMR 

Round Hill as without their assistance we certainly 
couldn’t have got these items as quickly or it at all. 

 
Josie Meng C.Dec
VMR Round Hill

RouND hIll maRinE REscuE qld
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bRISbANE maRinE REscuE qld bRISbANE maRinE REscuE qld

Everyone is well aware that 
training activations provide our 
crews the necessary time to 

practice for the various scenarios 
which we face in the bay.  For the 
last few months there has been a 
heavy focus on night training with 
the aim of increasing the number 
of night qualified crew at our 
squadron. Training during the day 
continued with navigation exercises 
and vessel handling particularly 
around Mud and St Helena Islands.

As always, our crews continue to 
practice the four essential lifesaving 
drills – fire, flooding, grounding and 
man overboard. We tell everyone 
before setting out in your own vessel, 
it would be worth checking everyone 
aboard immediately knows what to do 
should you face these situations while 
you wait for assistance.

When crews arrive for duty, they 
have no idea what situations they will 
face during the day. The early starts 
in winter are usually in the dark and 
it isn’t until the sun has risen that a 
decision can be made on the day’s 
activities – but, of course, just one 
phone call can change these plans.

Delta Crew were rostered on June 
8 and they retrieved a drifting 6m powerboat in Cabbage 
Tree Creek. Fortunately the owner was just a short 
distance away.

Foxtrot Crew’s day saw few boats logging on although 
the conditions were wonderful so they visited Colmslie, 
Nudgee and Pinkenba ramps. While gaining local 
knowledge, this allowed them to promote our Waterside 
Assist membership. 

On June 23 Quebec crew towed a 4m powerboat with 
engine problems from North Quay to West End (Brisbane 
River).

A 6m powerboat with engine problems needed to be 
towed from the Brisbane River mouth to Cabbage Tree 
Creek on June 29 by Bravo crew.

The fact it is colder has meant the after-hours crews 
have not been called out much at all lately. However they 
came to the rescue with Energex Sandgate 1 on July 
5 when a broken down 9m shark cat was towed from 
Brisbane River mouth to Rivergate Marina. There were two 
people on board.

Earlier that day Brian Nelson used his carpet-laying skills 
to refurbish the radio room verandah. It now is much more 
serviceable and should have the added advantage of 

protecting the barbecue 
area underneath as well.

Unsecured power 
vessels appear to have 
been a problem in the 
last couple of months. 
Sierra crew assisted 
with retaining another 
drifting 6m powerboat in 
Cabbage Tree Creek on 
July 7.

Delta crew organised 
a tow from the Rouse 
Channel to the public 
boat ramp in Cabbage 
Tree Creek on July 13.

On July 20 Alpha crew 
and Bob Chapman did 
some extraordinary work 
to repair the launch 
trolley.  This involved low 
tide – which meant lots of 
mud! – and a real team 
effort.  Further work is 
required but this initial 
work has meant Energex 
Sandgate 1 can be 
launched and retrieved 
without such drama as 
before.

November crew saw the bay was going to be a great 
place to be on July 21 so they launched Sandgate 2 and 
Sandgate Rescue II and manned all the boats to perform 
man overboard and search patterns. After lunch they 
headed out and practiced vessel handling including 
transfer of personnel from boat to boat, both stationary 
and underway. These exercises certainly gave the crew 
an understanding of some of the potentially treacherous 
aspects of a search and rescue situation.

An after-hours crew came to the rescue of a member 
who was stranded at the Sand Hills on August 22 in 
his 23ft Whitley cruiser. He was brought back in time to 
suffer some ribbing from fellow members at the monthly 
barbecue dinner!

A different scenario was experienced on August 24 
when Alpha crew with Nigel as stand-in duty master, 
received a call to the Shorncliffe Pier where a boat was 
on fire under the pier. The Sandgate Fire Brigade also 
attended and it was found there was actually no boat but 
the pier itself was on fire. The 350m long pier, which was 
built in the 1880’s, has been closed since March 2012 
due to concerns about its structural integrity. After some 
consistent petitioning, Council has decided to renew the 
structure with as much recycling of materials as possible.  

(Even so it is forecast that renewal of the pier will cost $20 
million.) After the event on August 24, there will be a little 
less to salvage. Our crew would like to thank Redcliffe 
Coast Guard for washing down the deck after the fire.

A 4.2m open tinnie with a broken down motor and three 
POB was towed in by Quebec crew on August 25 from 
Eastern Cardinals to White Island.

Two Jacob’s Well VMR members were pleased to see 
Energex Sandgate 1 coming to their rescue on Thursday, 
August 29. Their 6.4m Cruisecraft had gearbox failure 

top: Joe McCoy and Paul Harris hard at work in the mud fixing 
Energex Sandgate 1’s trolley.
above: The Sandgate Fire Brigade, Redcliffe Coast Guard and 
VMR Brisbane all attended the fire at the historic Shorncliffe 
Pier.

above left: The tinnie being towed by Sandgate Rescue II on 
August 25.
above right: The Jacob’s Well member’s Cruisecraft being 
towed in the Brisbane River.

and was towed from the Botanic Gardens on the Brisbane 
River to Colmslie ramp.

The next big event at VMR Brisbane is Open Day on 
September 8 with Sandgate Yacht Club and the blessing 
of the fleet followed by our Annual General Meeting on 
September 24.
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top: Joe McCoy and Paul Harris hard at work in the mud fixing 
Energex Sandgate 1’s trolley.
above: The Sandgate Fire Brigade, Redcliffe Coast Guard and 
VMR Brisbane all attended the fire at the historic Shorncliffe 
Pier.

above left: The tinnie being towed by Sandgate Rescue II on 
August 25.
above right: The Jacob’s Well member’s Cruisecraft being 
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and was towed from the Botanic Gardens on the Brisbane 
River to Colmslie ramp.

The next big event at VMR Brisbane is Open Day on 
September 8 with Sandgate Yacht Club and the blessing 
of the fleet followed by our Annual General Meeting on 
September 24.
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bRIbIE ISlAND maRinE REscuE qld

TWo local maTes rescued

Sunday morning two young mates went fishing 
at Moreton Island. Adam had his father’s boat, 
a 16.5ft fibreglass Savage runabout and on his 

return to Spinnaker Sound, where he had launched the 
boat, he ran into difficulty when fuel ran out. He rang 
the Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island and spoke 
with the duty radio operator and gave basic details 
but the phone’s battery suddenly went dead partway 
through the conversation. Adam said he could see 
Redcliffe and the sand at Moreton Island. VMR Bribie’s 
Energex Bribie One (EB1) a 10m Noosa Cat, was 
immediately dispatched at 3:30pm to search the area 
near where Adam claimed to be nothing was found. At 
4:30pm EB1 requested assistance from Coast Guard 
Redcliffe to continue searching Pearl Channel and 
by 7pm EB1 had returned to base, had refuelled and 
changed crews. 

them! A thorough search of the area revealed nothing and 
the search was called off for the night at 2:20am Monday 
morning. 

Adam’s anxious parents called in to VMR Bribie Island 
and helped by filling in some of the information. They 
were consoled by VMR officers and given tea, coffee and 
biscuits during their agonising wait. They left as there was 
nothing further they could contribute and needed to be at 
home.

Energex Bribie One – a 600hp Noosa Cat motors toward 
the Bribie Bridge. Photo by John Traill

Queensland Police had traced the mobile call as 
transmitted from the Banksia Beach communication tower. 
VMR Bribie Island immediately dispatched Energex Bribie 
3 (EB3), a 5.5m RIB north up the Pumicestone Passage to 
eliminate any chance that they had drifted there, nothing 
was found as far north as Mission Point and at 9pm the 
Water Police then tasked EB3 to search the coast line 
around Deception Bay to the Redcliffe Jetty. By now the 
Water Police had escalated the search and involved 
Coast Guard Redcliffe, VMR Sandgate and Rescue 500 
(helicopter based at Archerfield), and their search pattern 
was implemented over the area from the southern end of 
Pearl Channel in the north (and east) to Redcliffe in the 
south (and west). Queensland Police had searched the 
Woorim shoreline by 4WD and the Ranger had searched 
the Comboyuro Point area.

The helicopter had trouble with the search area as the 
jets flight path to Brisbane airport prevented them from 
gaining sufficient height (1000ft +) to implement their infra-
red detection equipment. The searching continued with 
information received from another source that voices could 
be heard shouting when the helicopter or boats were near 

Approximately 6:25am Monday morning as the above 
search parties were preparing to carryout their tasks as 
assigned by the Water Police for the daylight search, a call 
was received from the fishing boat Tradition that the lost 
mates were alive and well and about one kilometre east of 
Woorim. The vessel was towed to the Bellara boat ramp by 
Coast Guard Redcliffe, accompanied by the Water Police 
vessel GJ Olive where an awaiting ambulance checked 
their condition. 

Channel 9 also had a crew awaiting to film and 
interview the rescued fishermen friends. The Queensland 
Water Police then checked the boat, its equipment, and 
questioned the young men on issues leading up to and 
throughout the ordeal. They also found that the vessel did 
have flares, even though they were out of date, and that 
there was another fuel tank underneath the flooring, but 
was not used. The aerial did not match the radio set, as 
they had a VHF aerial and a 27 Mhz radio which will not 
work.

Queensland Water Police Vessel G.J. OLIVE 900hp inflatable RIB. 
Photo by John Traill

At 6:35am The Queensland Water Police stood 
down all involved in the search. A great outcome, 
but an invaluable lesson in safety, having the correct 
equipment, all well serviced and within its usable life, 
and knowing what to do in an emergency. Remember 
it may happen to you! Are you prepared! Log on with 
your local marine safety organisation, ensure they 
receive all the current information about your trip and 
let your loved ones know what’s happening.

The stricken 
vessel 
assisted to 
the pontoon 
at Bellara 
Boat Ramp. 
Photo by 
John Traill

Adam with the stricken vessel learns an 
invaluable lesson. Photo by John Trail

Vmr sTalWarT hangs uP microPhone

Octogenarian Graeme Bennett has performed his 
last radio shift with the Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Bribie Island. Graeme has served as Public 

Relations Officer and Vice Commodore and also as 
a radio operator. Graeme and his wife Barbara were 
‘special guests’ at the recent Sunset Drinks. Commodore 
Wayne Sclater made a presentation to recognise his 
valuable contribution and service.

Graeme was born in Stawell, Victoria, his first job was in a 
woollen mill in Launceston. After doing National Service he 
received his Bachelor of Science Degree at the University 
of Leeds in England. He worked in various overseas textile 
mills before returning home in 1956.

Graeme returned to Stawell and worked in the family business in the Woollen Mill until 1998, when as Managing 
Director sold the Mill. After retiring Graeme and Barbara discovered Bribie Island and decided this is where they 
wanted to spend their ‘twilight years’. After joining VMR Bribie Island Graeme was extremely disappointed when 
told he was too old to become a crew member, but he still volunteered as a radio operator, he also went on to 

become Public Relations Officer for four 
years, then another two years as Vice 
Commodore. Although Graeme has 
retired from active service with the VMR 
he continues as a member as he owns a 
half cabin vessel which “doesn’t get out 
on the water as much these days”. 

far left: Graeme and Barbara 
Bennett ‘Special Guests’ at the 
recent Sunset Drinks.  
Photo by John Traill
left: Commodore Wayne Sclater 
makes a presentation to Graeme 
Bennett. Photo by John Traill

Graeme Bennett on his last radio shift at VMR Bribie Island.                                
Photo by John Traill
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Marine debris and beach litter is an ever 
increasing issue, internationally to your local 
foreshore and waterway.

There is one simple solution, which gives much hope to 
those involved in cleaning up the world’s oceans. Though 
unfortunately, the message of ‘Do the Right Thing’ with 
litter and other unwanted items still isn’t registering as an 
everyday action. With seven oceanic gyres now circulating 
in the world’s oceans, over 80% of marine debris can be 
traced back to land – a statistic that contributes to the 
18,000 pieces of plastics floating in every square kilometre 
of ocean.

So, what’s the issue? Each time a piece of litter is 
dropped or an unwanted item is dumped, such debris 
washes downstream throughout catchments and out to 
sea. The dynamics of coastal processes and oceanic 
currents influence where debris may end up, which could 
include being trapped in mangrove swamps or end up 
reaching the oceanic gyres. Such impacts pollute our 
waterways and the ocean, bio-accumulates in the food 
web and significantly impacts marine life, which over 276 
species worldwide including 77 Australian species are 
impacted by marine debris.

How can we help the issue? Fortunately there is a 
national network around Australia that is working together 
to help with the solution by cleaning up the coast and   
recording data for the national marine database. By 
collecting marine debris and beach litter data, decision-
makers, managers and community leaders are able to 

understand the issue more in-depth. As this scientific 
information is critical to identify how much marine debris 
out there, where it is, what it is and track the source. With 
the ultimate aim of finding a solution for the source, the 
Australian Marine Debris Initiative is a way that everyone 
can become involved in both the removal of marine debris 
and finding solutions to stop the flow of rubbish into our 
oceans.

To get involved and help keep your foreshore and 
waterway clean, 
visit Tangaroa Blue 
Foundation’s website. 
They have an array of 
informative resources 
available to help you 
understand the issue 
and fun and family-
friendly projects to be a 
part of.

“18,000 pieces of plastic are estimated to float in 
every square kilometre of ocean”

Tangaroa Blue Foundation is an Australian registered charity with 
tax-deductable status. A donation to the Tangaroa Blue Foundation 
Fund goes directly to help continue the fight against marine debris 

around Australia.
Gold Coast Catchment Association is the umbrella organisation 
for community groups and individuals who are involved in active 
ecological restoration and catchment management work on the 

Gold Coast and its catchments.

www.tangaroablue.org

“276 species 
worldwide including 

77 Australian 
species are impacted 

by marine debris”
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Fisheries Queensland and Maritime Safety 
Queensland have joined together to create a 
single boating and fishing guide. Download the 

Queensland Recreational Boating and Fishing Guide 
2012-2013, or the recreational bag and size limits 
below.

Recreational fishing size and bag limits for tidal waters 
in Queensland – August 2012 (PDF 92kB)

Recreational fishng size and bag limits for fresh waters 
in Queensland – August 2012 
(PDF 140kB)

The zoning plan for Moreton 
Bay Marine Park is available 
from the Department of National 
Parks, Recreation, Sport and 
Racing.

The Queensland 
Recreational Boating and 
Fishing Guide provides 
information covering general rules and requirements for 
boating in Queensland. Information about fishing rules and 
regulations is also included.

This document has also been split into six sections for 
easy download.

The Queensland Recreational Boating and Fishing 
Guide covers just about anything anyone would need to 
know about being near water although it does come with 
the disclaimer: This handbook should only be used as 
a guide, and the legislation is determinant. You should 
review the law if you have any doubts.

The information in this edition is current at the time of 
printing.

The conTenTs Page lisTs main headingss as:
Contact information
General rules and requirements
Trip Preparation
Severe storms and cylones

Safety Equipment
Recreational Boating 
Infrastructure
Safe Operation
Water Sports
Marine Radio
Bar Crossings
Carbon Monoxide and 
Confined Spaces
Pollution
Boating Offshore
Boating in Fresh Water
Recreational Fishing Rules for Queensland

For fishing, relevant legislation, relgulations and 
management plans may be accessed from:

Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Counsel 
(Fisheries Act, regulations and management plans)

Australian Fisheries Management Authority 
(Commonwealth legislation)

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport and 

Racing (Queensland Marine Parks)

Boating and Fishing 
REgulaTiOns
Are you up-to-date with everything you need to know when it comes to 
boating and fishing in Queensland?

If you need more 
information about 
boating or fishing 
in Queensland and 
don’t have access to 
the internet, contact 
the following:

Department of 
Transport and 
Main Roads: Their 
customer service centres handle recreational boat 
licensing and registration business. For your local 
centre and any enquiries contact: (Local and Interstate 
callers) 13 23 80

Interpreting Service 13 14 50
Fisheries Queensland
Customer Service Centre 13 25 23
Email: callweb@deedi.qld.gov.au
Website: www.fisheries.qld.gov.au
The Water Police are responsible for crime prevention 

on the water and facilitiate search and rescue activities in 
conjunction with the Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

The Brisbane Water Police phone number is  
(07) 3895 0333

Please note: All noise complaints must be directed to 
your local government.

For marine emergencies including search and rescue 
telephone 000. However your local VMR squadron will 
answer calls and respond to radio requests for help on 
either Channels 88 or 91, or VHF Channels 16 or 67 when 
the bases are manned (See Radio Channels chart on 
page 12).

In addition, VMRB has an after hours emergency 
number: Call 0428 022 881 and the emergency callout 
crews will react promptly.

boaTing inTersTaTe
If you are going 

boating interstate, you 
should check the rules 
for licensing, registration 
and safety equipment as 
there can be differences:
NT: Dept of Lands and 
Planning, Marine Safety 
Branch
www.marinesafety.
nt.gov.au
SA: Dept of Transport
www.transport.sa.gov.au
WA: Dept of Transport
www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine
Tas: Marine and Safety Tasmania
www.mast.tas.gov.au
Vic: Marine Safety Victoria
www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au
NSW: New South Wales Maritime
www.maritime.nsw.gov.au
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Queensland Water Police have a joint responsibility for the safety of all waterways users within the 
South Eastern Police Region which incorporates all Gold Coast waterways. Due to the nature of 
local residential waterways and the close proximity to beaches and islands, a large number of 

children within the community are provided with the opportunity to be actively associated with boating 
and water based recreational activities.

This aspect of growing up with and around vessel use is a unique aspect of life on the Gold Coast; however, 
this lifestyle comes with responsibilities relating to the safe and considerate operation of vessels.

Although a recreational licence cannot be obtained until a person turns 16 years old; under current 
legislation any person operating a vessel which is powered by an engine up to 4.5kw (6hp) is not required to 
hold a Recreational Marine Drivers Licence. This does not diminish the vessel operators’ obligations under all 
other aspects of marine related legislation and general safety obligations.

Queensland Water Police deal with a large number of juvenile marine offenders each year in relation to a 
variety of offences. Preodminantly the children attract attention to themselves by the manner of operation, eg: 
speeding in 6kt residential canal areas, speeding within specified distances of pontoons, jetties and anchored 
vessels or ‘spraying’ each other and pontoons with erratic freestyling manoeuvres.

Recent marine incidents resulting in serious injuries to children have reinforced the importance of children 
being provided with proper education and supervision in relation to the operation of vessels.

In recognition of the focus on education of juveniles in the marine environment, Gold Coast Water Police 
have introduced the Juvenile Marine Cautioning Program. In essence, juveniles who are identified committing 
marine related offences are initially provided with education and guidance to promote marine safety and 
responsible vessel operation. When an individual is identified as a repeat offender other levels of enforcement 
and penalties are considered including Marine Infringement Notices and Children’s Court appearances.

Parents need to be mindful that children with access to small vessels should be provided with instruction 
in the safe operation of the vessel when unsupervised. Parents and registered owners must also ensure the 
vessel is seaworthy, has the required safety equipment and complies with legislative requirements, capacity 
label, registration numbets etc).

It is important that the education of children using our waterways is a joint effort with support of parents to 
ensure the safety of not only the children, but all waterways users.

Stay safe and I’ll see you out there.
Sen. Sgt Lucas Young.

Local naval officers secured it in the tidal surf, as a 
navy clearance team was hurried up from Sydney. 
After two anxious days and nights the naval team 

delicately lifted the mine out of the sand and slowly 
dragged it to Southport Spit where it was burnt out.  

The mine was identified as German, having been laid 
in 1940 by a disguised raider – either the Pinguin or the 
Orion which laid mines in Australian and New Zealand 
waters respectively. This particular mine had broken away 
from its moorings to ride ocean currents for 25 years, a 
lethal danger to any craft that touched it. Such was the 
hazard of mines, sown to trap an unsuspecting enemy, but 
living on as a deadly threat long after hostilities ended.

During both world wars, Australia was visited by 
disguised German raiders which laid mines in our busiest 
shipping lanes. In 1917 the Wolf deposited 30 mines in 
the focal area off the New South Wales-Victoria border. 
These mines soon sank the fine big freighter Cumberland, 
while drifting mines from this field may have accounted 
for the unexplained loss of two other ships much later 
and many kilometres away.  One of Wolf’s mines came to 
rest on Teewah Beach in 1921 where it is still displayed in 
Memorial Park, Tewantin, beside, another German mine, 
similar to that washed up at Surfers Paradise in 1966.

In the next war Pinguin and her captured prize Passat 
laid over 230 mines in the approaches to Sydney, 
Newcastle, Hobart, Adelaide and in Bass Strait. Four ships 

totalling 18,000 gross tons were sunk on these mines and 
another large ship was damaged. Sweeping operations 
began immediately, but of all the mines destroyed, about 
one third were found either washed up on beaches or 
adrift at sea where they were sunk by rifle fire. 

But as Australians were sent to Europe and the 
Mediterranean to fight German and Italian forces, a much 
greater threat from Japan was looming at home. Late 
in 1939 arrangements were made with the Ford Motor 
Company in Geelong to manufacture mines for defensive 
fields in Australasia and the Far East. Of British design, 
these mines were packed with 272kg of explosives and 
had 12 small prongs which, when touched, would trigger 
the mine on contact. Geelong produced these mines in 
their thousands.

The Navy took over a coastal freighter, Bungaree, as 
Australia’s first and only minelayer. HMAS Bungaree laid 
her first defensive minefield off Port Moresby in 1941 
before Japan entered the war. The Great Barrier Reef 
formed a natural bulwark, protecting Australia’s north-
eastern coast for a distance of 2,000 miles. But Japanese 

in march 1966 a barnacle-encrusted sea mine washed up in the shallows of surfers Paradise beach. The 
beach and surrounds were cleared of people, and nearby houses and high rise buildings for a radius of half 
a kilometre were evacuated. There was no way of knowing whether the rogue mine would explode at any 
moment, blasting everything around it; or whether age and salt water had rendered it inert.

by daVid Jones, Queensland mariTime museum

mines in 
paradise

above: Two German mines in Tewantin’s Memo-
rial Park laid by the raider Wolf in 1917 (closest) 
and by Pinguin or Orion in 1940 (behind). (This 
photo I took in 1978, but they are still there.)
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Queensland Water Police have a joint responsibility for the safety of all waterways users within the 
South Eastern Police Region which incorporates all Gold Coast waterways. Due to the nature of 
local residential waterways and the close proximity to beaches and islands, a large number of 

children within the community are provided with the opportunity to be actively associated with boating 
and water based recreational activities.

This aspect of growing up with and around vessel use is a unique aspect of life on the Gold Coast; however, 
this lifestyle comes with responsibilities relating to the safe and considerate operation of vessels.

Although a recreational licence cannot be obtained until a person turns 16 years old; under current 
legislation any person operating a vessel which is powered by an engine up to 4.5kw (6hp) is not required to 
hold a Recreational Marine Drivers Licence. This does not diminish the vessel operators’ obligations under all 
other aspects of marine related legislation and general safety obligations.

Queensland Water Police deal with a large number of juvenile marine offenders each year in relation to a 
variety of offences. Preodminantly the children attract attention to themselves by the manner of operation, eg: 
speeding in 6kt residential canal areas, speeding within specified distances of pontoons, jetties and anchored 
vessels or ‘spraying’ each other and pontoons with erratic freestyling manoeuvres.

Recent marine incidents resulting in serious injuries to children have reinforced the importance of children 
being provided with proper education and supervision in relation to the operation of vessels.

In recognition of the focus on education of juveniles in the marine environment, Gold Coast Water Police 
have introduced the Juvenile Marine Cautioning Program. In essence, juveniles who are identified committing 
marine related offences are initially provided with education and guidance to promote marine safety and 
responsible vessel operation. When an individual is identified as a repeat offender other levels of enforcement 
and penalties are considered including Marine Infringement Notices and Children’s Court appearances.

Parents need to be mindful that children with access to small vessels should be provided with instruction 
in the safe operation of the vessel when unsupervised. Parents and registered owners must also ensure the 
vessel is seaworthy, has the required safety equipment and complies with legislative requirements, capacity 
label, registration numbets etc).

It is important that the education of children using our waterways is a joint effort with support of parents to 
ensure the safety of not only the children, but all waterways users.

Stay safe and I’ll see you out there.
Sen. Sgt Lucas Young.

Local naval officers secured it in the tidal surf, as a 
navy clearance team was hurried up from Sydney. 
After two anxious days and nights the naval team 

delicately lifted the mine out of the sand and slowly 
dragged it to Southport Spit where it was burnt out.  

The mine was identified as German, having been laid 
in 1940 by a disguised raider – either the Pinguin or the 
Orion which laid mines in Australian and New Zealand 
waters respectively. This particular mine had broken away 
from its moorings to ride ocean currents for 25 years, a 
lethal danger to any craft that touched it. Such was the 
hazard of mines, sown to trap an unsuspecting enemy, but 
living on as a deadly threat long after hostilities ended.

During both world wars, Australia was visited by 
disguised German raiders which laid mines in our busiest 
shipping lanes. In 1917 the Wolf deposited 30 mines in 
the focal area off the New South Wales-Victoria border. 
These mines soon sank the fine big freighter Cumberland, 
while drifting mines from this field may have accounted 
for the unexplained loss of two other ships much later 
and many kilometres away.  One of Wolf’s mines came to 
rest on Teewah Beach in 1921 where it is still displayed in 
Memorial Park, Tewantin, beside, another German mine, 
similar to that washed up at Surfers Paradise in 1966.

In the next war Pinguin and her captured prize Passat 
laid over 230 mines in the approaches to Sydney, 
Newcastle, Hobart, Adelaide and in Bass Strait. Four ships 

totalling 18,000 gross tons were sunk on these mines and 
another large ship was damaged. Sweeping operations 
began immediately, but of all the mines destroyed, about 
one third were found either washed up on beaches or 
adrift at sea where they were sunk by rifle fire. 

But as Australians were sent to Europe and the 
Mediterranean to fight German and Italian forces, a much 
greater threat from Japan was looming at home. Late 
in 1939 arrangements were made with the Ford Motor 
Company in Geelong to manufacture mines for defensive 
fields in Australasia and the Far East. Of British design, 
these mines were packed with 272kg of explosives and 
had 12 small prongs which, when touched, would trigger 
the mine on contact. Geelong produced these mines in 
their thousands.

The Navy took over a coastal freighter, Bungaree, as 
Australia’s first and only minelayer. HMAS Bungaree laid 
her first defensive minefield off Port Moresby in 1941 
before Japan entered the war. The Great Barrier Reef 
formed a natural bulwark, protecting Australia’s north-
eastern coast for a distance of 2,000 miles. But Japanese 

in march 1966 a barnacle-encrusted sea mine washed up in the shallows of surfers Paradise beach. The 
beach and surrounds were cleared of people, and nearby houses and high rise buildings for a radius of half 
a kilometre were evacuated. There was no way of knowing whether the rogue mine would explode at any 
moment, blasting everything around it; or whether age and salt water had rendered it inert.

by daVid Jones, Queensland mariTime museum

mines in 
paradise

above: Two German mines in Tewantin’s Memo-
rial Park laid by the raider Wolf in 1917 (closest) 
and by Pinguin or Orion in 1940 (behind). (This 
photo I took in 1978, but they are still there.)



40  Marine Rescue Queensland   Marine Rescue Queensland  41 

SUZUKI OUTGUNS 
THE BEST OF THE REST

That’s it. Proof positive. 
Suzuki 4-strokes are what we claim them to be.
See the findings on www.suzukimarine.com.au

Suzuki 4-stroke outboards are the world’s most awarded for an impressive list of performance 
and fuel-saving values. To prove the point to unbelievers, we tested the all new Suzuki DF70A 
against the best of the rest. And it’s no surprise, the World’s Best 4-Stroke™ outgunned them! 
Check out these results:

 Suzuki averaged 10 km/h higher speed
 Averaged 3 seconds quicker to 40 km/h 
 Averaged superior fuel economy 
 Suzuki trim response was far superior
 Change in waterline of 15mm
 Lower and smoother idle

At Suzuki Marine, we have been careful to ensure that this was a 100% direct comparison test. The location, 
weather conditions and all other variable factors were identical for each engine brand. Each and every detail 
was recorded for public scrutiny and has been authenticated by independent boating media observers.  
All findings are available on our website.

pearlers were just as familiar with the reef as Australian 
navigators, so mining any passages through it became a 
prudent necessity. Once remote channels were blocked, 
the reef would be impenetrable and allied shipping could 
move safely up and down the coast within its protection.

Bungaree set about mining these passages as a matter 
of priority so that by May 1942, when the Battle of the 
Coral Sea was fought, she had laid around 3,000 mines 
in Great Barrier Reef and northern waters. She continued 
laying her lethal fields into the following year depositing 
some 19,000 defensive mines around Australia’s coast 
and nearby islands during the course of the war.  

Fortunately the Japanese Navy was stopped in the 
Solomon Islands and New Guinea waters, and there is 
no evidence that any Japanese warships attempted to 
penetrate the Great Barrier Reef. From the high tide of 
their advance Japanese forces were gradually pushed 
back so that by late in 1943 the Japanese Navy no longer 
threatened eastern Australia.

Now, the minefields designed to guard our coast 
became a liability, hampering free movement of our 
own ships. As the front line of war was moving to the 
Philippines, minesweepers began clearing minefields in 
Torres Strait. But operational requirements as the allies 
advanced diverted these minesweepers to the war zone. 
It was not until after the war was over that attention was 
given to clearing minefields in Australian waters.

A flotilla of minesweepers and attendant small craft was 
formed for this purpose. The Great Barrier Reef was not 
a high priority until November 1946 when a 14m fishing 
boat blew up off Palm Island with the loss of three people 
aboard.  Over 4,600 mines had been laid in the Townsville-

Cairns area alone, so the danger from drifting mines was 
serious.

In the following January the minesweeping flotilla began 
the forbidding task of clearing all the fields from Cape York 
to Townsville. Good progress was made until September 
13, 1947 when the flotilla was sweeping at Cockburn Reef 
near Cape Grenville. The minesweepers were deployed 
in echelon formation to cover a broad area with each 
vessel protected from mines by the sweep of its neighbour 
ahead.  

Late in the afternoon the leading vessel lost one of 
its sweeps leaving its neighbour, HMAS Warrnambool, 
exposed to uncleared mines. Almost immediately a mine 
exploded beside her bridge, bringing her mast crashing 
down on one of her boats, jamming her helm and leaving 
her boiler room a shambles. The stricken minesweeper’s 
engines were stopped as she circled helplessly and came 
to a halt, listing heavily. One of her crewmen was lost 
overboard and another 28 were injured, three mortally. An 
hour and a half after striking the mine, Warrnambool rolled 
over and sank.

Warrnambool’s tragic loss only underlined the urgency 
of the task and clearing operations were quickly resumed. 
By the end of 1947 the Great Barrier Reef was considered 
cleared of mines and by the following August waters in 
New Guinea and the islands were also regarded as safe.

Nevertheless, errant mines continued to ride the ocean, 
fetching up on distant coastlines or causing alarm when 
seen from passing ships. Reported sightings were 
investigated, though frequently the mine was never seen 
again. And mines continued to bob up in paradise.

In 1974, eight years after the German mine caused such 
alarm at Surfers Paradise, one of Bungaree’s mines 
washed up on Arlington Reef, a pristine bird life habitat 
right on Cairns’s doorstep. This mine was rendered safe 
by sailors who had not been born when the mine was 
laid.

It is some 70 years since these wartime mines 
were sown and sightings are now rare. But despite 
deterioration from age and exposure, they remain 
a deadly menace until dealt with properly by naval 
experts.  

above left: HMAS Warrnambool sinking off Cockburn Reef. 
Photo courtesy RAN Heritage Collection
above right: An Australian mine washed ashore in north 
Queensland mangroves.  
Photo from Harold Chesterman collection.
left: The Australian minelayer HMAS Bungaree. 
Photo courtesy RAN Heritage Collection
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